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am of Paul," and another, " I am of Apollos," and another, just as bitter
and as bad as eith r, but claiming great superiority to boîth, l 1 am of Christ."
Hence we make the mot of the vi-tues of our seet, and excuse the vices of
men because they are of our way of think'ng. And so it comes te pass that
the standard of piety is lowere-i: a deb ise public opinion is formed ; the
love of the brethren dies out, and the love of God waxes feeble.

The lighter interests of life occupy us uîduly, and so promote deciension.
Especially is this the case in cities, where the ever-ehangiug, ever-moving,
panorama of interestinig events figes the attenti n. The universal circulation
of newspapers extends this interest over the country, for citv and country are
being rapidly muade alilke. Multitudes of cereionies, visits, and enter.
tainmenits, shows, and amusements-" diveisions" as they are often, and
properly called, leave few of us able to say, " tins one thinig I do." They
render impossible concentration of purpose, preclude retirqeet,and the menus
and etercises of family piety. They produce a light, superficial character,
without solidity and withont force. It is not meanit that all or nost of tiese
are demonstrably sinful. There are matir de.trees of unvholesoneness on this
side of poison ; and so there are many thiizs opposed to spiritual health with-
out being definitelv vicious.

Even the operatiotis of our religions I societies" " and benievolent in-
stitutions" threaten to worc the same result. It sbould not be so : but it is:
ard the mischief is promoted hy the tone aiid style of addresses frecinently ad-
opted in urging their movements forward. Jokes, compliments, lean wit, and
facetions allusions to the virtues and capabilities of the gentler sex are con-
sidered the lite of many meetings, and aply eiou.h where " ladies and gentle-
men" are making God's work ore of their amusements, but most inappro-
priaely where earnest'peopfle are so!emnlv contending in Christ's nane with the
powers of darkness, and intently striving tor the salvation of souls. There
are devils that go out by prayer and fastinî, but none tbat we know ofthat flee
before drollery and laughter.

Pastoral inefficiency--including elders with ninisters-is in part to blame
for declension. We do not aim enough, perhaps, at building up and feeding
God's children. We are to unwilliig tio hurt and wound. Our caution
borders on the fear of man. W e do n'ot enou.lh point out dangers in detail.
We approach to near too prophesyin smiot.h things. A luxurious age de-
mands Elijahs to sound notes of warning, and sinners in a " superior station"
in life require men of the type of Nathan to say, " Thou art the man."

These are types of special causes of deelension at work among us. It may
be asked, what are the signs of such decay ? Only specimens of these can
be given. We are easily diverted fromn religious observances. Little thingS
keep us from assembling ourselves together as worshippers of God. Loose
opinions are takzei up easily, and without co>nscieimhiois or prayful exanination,
and bear their natural fruit in loose practices. Wc arc self-suifliient and im-
patient of reproof-all too lilce that Church tlat suid'. I am rich, and increas-
ed in goods. and have need of nothing." We are erulating the world in its
]txurionsness of living, and thinîîk soimethiig is wantiing if we be not on a level
vith all its braveries. We are more anxious to be thought cultivated and in-
fluental than to be thought spi itual :d prayftul. We revere rich men, and
respect able men, and nalke little ace>nnt ot nere:v holy men. Of course, at
one time we did not men to come to this. Wien~-the Jewish people chanted
theirhymn of victory by the Red Sea with the joyous refrain of wonan'a
-voices, " Sinrg ye to the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously : the horse
and bis rider hath He thrown into the Sea," they did not mean to murmurand
rebel. But they did murmur and reb.I. So with us. Let us tiot copy Eph-
raim, as described by the prophet Hosea ( vii. 8, 9), ' Ephraim, he hath
mij:ed himself among the people : Ephîraim is a cake not turned"-one side


