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.Aaong oCher things, the Cominissioner, sayýs: "There is ahio mia>pe
biension that surgery îa too often resorted to Whvre it Îs nli st rîil ue*s-
sary; is, ini fact, the vogue. If this is truc, as, tg) whiehi I 1-au express iio
opinion, the only preventive, lies in soine retrcton uit Iw arnomnt to
be paid for the operation, and tthe fixing of thiat amoun after. thle event,
with dule regard to the nesid of opuration and ilipoe sioa
skili required and the dainger involved. Surgory la wily a mctho f
treatmont, just as medieine anid imanipulation, andmitiiiii 1w sor-

ThIÀ rule might go somec way towards ouring this, cvii 'o far as- it
May exist. We do< liot believe that tlie vharge of dolig unneeessary
operations is at ail weli foundled. The other statement malle abhout the
profession exacting high fees for operations miay hanve more to rest uipon,
and yetý onie case may c-reate thie imrs itat such is at co1111Mmu pract(-
tice. The report thenx states thle foilowvîing,:

"Buit I arn quite onine thait th(> appointment of a thoroughi y
Competenit Man of experience and judgmnelt would be of thegretes
benefit to both. the public anid the prfsiosiaving regaird to the con-
siderations I have mentioned. This aippoirntment sliould be mnadt by thle
?rovinicial Government, after consuiltationi with th lle of Pyiin
and Surgeons, and the Royal Dental ('ollege, repc vland if pos-
sible with their concurrence. The duitiles Should in1volve the. takingl" of
e'vidence after due notice to the parties and thev fixing of thie fcc. Lt,
would be iinwîse to ma<e this deterinination wholly final, but it should
afford primat fade evidence of a reasonabtlle fee In case it la disputied, sub-
ject to the, leave being obtained. summarily fromn a jgeor court, whose
jurisdiction wouid. be determined byv the amount iname mit oecase or
flxed in the other, to litigate the question. If leave la, tt given, thlen the
onus shou1d be upon the party disputing to convincee the Judlge at thle
trial that it was either tooc higli or too low. This provision ýwould reducje
litigation to a minimum, and yet would preserve the righit of cithier party
to resort to) the court if desired."

This reeommendation must be studied very caref ully froni ailapet

before it is adopted. In the first place, the matter of feeý s, laargei *y a
matter of arrangeme 'nt, the social status of the p)atient, and the exp)eri-
enee and reputation of the physician or suýrgeon. There must ever be
the greatest degree of elastieity in this question. If a provincial seale
of fees should be adopted by the Coliege of Physicians anid Sýurgeons, a
judicious taxing offleer might serve a useful purpose in case of disputed
uceounts. Hie eould. weigh the ability of the personl b pay, and the
nature of the case, and give advice that iîglt prove valuable, .11d 1)e

thie means of avoiding litigation. Such a sort of taxing oflicer vwe reg-ard


