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Valerianate of soda is declared by. Granville to
be very useful in veak and very senlsitive iatients.
He even thinks its therapeutie value is decidedly
greater titan that of most of the other salts of
so la. It relieves the nervous trouble and hyper-
aesthesia of rheumatismi and gout quite effectively.
and he cannot help*thinking that it also promotes
the activity of the absorbents, tius tending to
remove congestion, exudation, and even thickeiintg
and hardening about rheu matie joiiits. Usual
dose, one to tive grains.

It mnay be assumled thatt all the good that cau
be got out of soda will be obtained by these prepa-
rations. Charcot always gives quinine, also, when
he uses soda or potash in large and long continued
doses. Others prefer salicine as ait anti-rheumatie
tonie. Both prevent the excessive formation of
uric acid. But the tartrate of potash and iron is
the best toniic against the animnia and debility of
chronie rheumatism. It is pleasanter and better
titan the muriate tincture.

But, as before said, the soda salts only reach
the liver and pancreas, the intestinal juices, the
chyle and serui of the blood. They do not pene-
trate into the interior of the red blood-globules,
hnor into the parenchyna of the muscles and fibrous
tissues, which the potash salts do. The acetate of
potash, quickly supported by iron, is a most valu-
able renedy in subacute rheumatismit, and especi-
ally in those forms which are liable to frequent
acute exacerbations.

But citrate of potash is a much more pleasant
and less depressing remedy in' very chrontic cases.

There are, pathologically, two great varieties of
chronic rheumatic joint disease: 1, the fibrous
2, the dendritic. In the fibrous form the tendencv
of all the exudations is tibrogenous. The inflam-
matory products or thickenings, instead of remnain-
ing in the soft and gelatinous stage of fungoid
granulation, becomne firm and tough. The new'
cells are converted into fibres, and these harden
and contract ; even the inner surface of the syno-
vial membrane is made hard. The normal den-
dritic growths of the villi are conspicuously absent,
and in place of them are thick folds of fibrous tis-
sue. rte synovial membrane itself is infiltrated
with fibrinous substance, composed entirely of
fibre-cells, both fusiforn and oval ; only a few
round cells are to. be seen.

The favorite remedy for this state is the muriate
of ammonia, administered as freely as iodide of
potash is often given. If fears are entertained
that it will prove too debilitating, it may be aided
by aromatic spirits of ammonia, or by quinine,
or Huxam's tincture of bark ; although Granville
prefers the tincture of serpentaria, which lie thinks
has a specitic effect. The muriate tincture of iron
should not be forgotten.

Muriate of ammonia is a solvent and liquefa-
cient remedy which tends to render ail the secre-

tion1s more abuidant, while at the saime time it
redtes tli plasticitv of the b nlod and destroys

*tibrin.
It acts upont the kidneys, and if loing contintued

wcilI cause emaciatiou. commecing tirst with ab-
sorption of fats and thei of soft tibrin. It is used
both internally and locall against fibrous thick-
ening of the ligaments and tendons about rheuma-
tic joints. Some go so far as to think it alnost
specific against all cirrhotie affections of the con-
nective tissues. In chronic rheumnatic svnovitis it
is said to break dowi ail the exudations intto a
thin mnucoid substance, which is finally absorbed.
It also ias a powerful effect on the formation of
urea ; it is not only converted inuto urea, but lelps
to break down uric acid into urea, and aids in the
excretion of both. It is also supposed to be really
useful in so-called rheumatic neuralgias, whben the
fibrous sheaths of the nerves are involved. Tite
dose is from five to tifteen grains, up to one huit-
dred and fifty grains a day.

Its great rival is corrosive sublimate, which mav
be given it doses of one-twenty-fourth to one-six-
teenth or more of a grain, in Huxham's tincture of
bark, or in the tincture of serpentaria.

The next great variety of chronic rheuinatic
arthritis, or synovit-is, is the dendritic, in whiclh
the folds or fringes of the synovial membrane are
i greatly developed, so as to nearly resemble papil-
lomata. For this sabina has been suggested, espe-
cially when it occurs in females at the menopause,
or where there is decided uterine derangement.

i Sabinta once had a great repute, which was iot
unîdeserved. ii cironi rheumatisn and gout, foir
whici it was emp1 loved both intternîally and locallv
to the affected joints.

Pulsatilla is a remedy which is supposed to act
specitically upon alhnost ail the mnucous and syno-
vial membranes, especially those of the stall joints.
and hias a well-assured reputation in chronic rheu-
ilatismî. It is iost useful in subacute and chronic
arthritic rheunatism when there is little or nio
fever ; also iii what is called rheumnatic gout iM
fenales, with catarrhal and rheumiatie disorders of
iuenstruation.

But next to carbonate of soda, Charcot prefers
iodine to the muriate of ammonia and sabina ; not
iodide of potasi, but tincture of iodine, in doses
steadily increased front eiglt to ten drops in twen-
ty-four hours, up to thirty to sixty drops. fie gives
it during imeals in water slightly sweetened, or in
a glass of Spanish wine, whiclh he says is better.
He continues it for several weeks, or even months,
and says it never gives rise to symptoms of iodine
poisoning. Probably its effects are largely coun-
teracted by the starch in the food. Granville also
thinks iodine the mnost potent and suitable medi-
cine to decompose urates in the blood, and says it
relieves chronic rheumatic pains so promptly that
lie lias rarely to use anodynes.
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