
Periscope.-Dr. Snow on the Employment of Cliloroform.

Perhaps I may be excused from adding, that since pub-
lishing on the subject of Ether Inhalation in Midwiery,
seven or eizht months ago,* and then, for the fîrst time,
directing the attention of the medical profession to its great
use and importance in natural and morbid parturition, I have
emp'oved it, with few and rare exceptions, in every case of
labour that I bave attended with the most delightful re.sults,
and during periods varving from a few minutes to three, four,
five, and six hours. And I have no- doubt whatever th: t
some years hence the practice will be general. Obstetri-
cians may oppose it, but 1 beieve our patients themselves
will force the use of it upon the profession.† sihave never
lad the pleasure of vatching over a series of better and
more rap-d recoveries ; nor once witnessed any disagreeable
results follow to eitVer mother or child ; whilst I hmve now
seen an immense amount of maternai pain and azony saved
by it< employment. And I most conscienrioslv believe that
the proud nission of the physirian is distinctly twotold---
namelv, to alleviate human suffering, as well as preserve
hem'an lie.

In some renarks which I publ!ished in tle Monthly Jour-
nal of Medical Science for Se ptember 1847, relative to the
conditions necess;ry for inisuring, succes.ful etherisation in
a irgery, I took occasion tl insist upin the three followin-
leading pousr:-"Frs/, The patient ought Io be leit, as far.
ai posbible, in a state of absolute qietule and freedom fromn
mental excitenient. both during the induction of etherisation
.nd duririg his.recovery fiom it. All talking and all ques-
tioing should be strictly prohibited. In tbis way any ten-
dency to excitement is eschewed, and the prnp9r efTect ol
1ie t ther-hlialation more speedily anti certainly p otuced.
An ], secondly, with the saime view, the priroary st age ot
exhlaration should be entiIly avoided, or, at least, reduced
to the shortest possible limit, by impreginating the respired
air as fully with the ether vapour as the nat;ent can bear,
and by allowing it to pas- into the mouthb and nostrils, so as
rapidly and at once to iriduce its complete and anoesthetic
effect * * * a very common, but cer;ainly a very
unpardonable error, bein to exhibhi an imperfect and excit-
ing, instead of a perfect and narcotizing. dose of the vapour.
Many of the alleged failuies and mnisadventures are doubt-
less entirely attributabl e10 the neglect of this simple rule;
not the principle of etherisation, but the mode of putting it
in practice, being altogether to blame. But, thirdly, what-
ever mears or mode of etherisation is adopted, the iost im-
portant of the conditions requiied for procuring a satisfactory
and successful result from its employment in surgery, con-
sists in obstinately determining to avoid the commencement
of ti e operation itself, and never ventuiiing to appl) the
knife UNTIL the patient is under the full influence of the
ether vapour, and thoroughlyand indubilablysopoisedbq il."

In fulfilling all these indications, the employment of chif'-
roform evidently offers great and decided advantages in
rapidity, facility, and efficiency over the employment of
ether. When used fo: surgical purposes, I would advise it
to be given upon a handkerchief, gathered up into a cup-
like forn in the hand of the exhihiter, and the open end of
the cup placed over the nose and mouth of the patient. For
the first inspiration or two it should be helid at the distance
of half an inch or so from the face, and then more and more
closeiy applied to it. To. insure a full and perfect anesthetic
effect, more especially when the operation is to be severe,

Sec forthly Jeurnal of Medical Science for Feb., p. 39; for
March, p. 718 and 721, &c.

1 I am told tliat tlh L',ndon physic*rmns. with few exceptions
oily, viz., my friends Dr Protheree Smith, Dr. Murphiy, and per-
hapI one or two others, have never yet employed ether-inhalation
in their midwifery practice. Thrce wecks aro, I was informed
in a letter from Professor Montgomery, of Dubli", thit lie bleieved
that in that city, up to that date, it had iot beon used in a single

ase of labour,

a teaspoonful or two of the ch!oioform should at once be
placed upon the hollow of the handkerchief, and immedi-
ately held to the face of the patient. Generally a snoring
sleep very speedily supervenes: and when it does so, it is a
perfect test of the superinduction of complete insensibility.
But nany patients are quite anesthetic without ihis symptom.

Edinburgh, Nov. 22, 1847.

Suggestions on the Inhalation of Chloroforim Vapour.
SIR,-Iaving employed Chlorofoim in numerous cases,I
have great pleasje in offerirg additional testimonyofitssu-
perioritiy to ether, over which it certainiy possesses aUlthe
aIdvantages maintainei for it by Dr. Simpson. I would !iso
ofir one or two renarks as to us mode of exhibition. Dr.
Simpson advises a handkerchief twisted into a conical form.
At most rf the metropolitan hospitals, and by many praC
titioners, a spunge is u-ed. AlU the various forms of ether-
inhalers seemn to be emnployed, and an especial apparatus has

ow appeared similar to that employed by Mr. Robinson,
for te vapour of ether.

Nowsir, the employment of any form of apparatus is cer-
tainly attended withi inconvenience, is calculated to awaken
the fears of the patient, and the use of the mouth-piece by
one person aifter anoth-r disagreeable, to say tihe least. The
use of the sponge has vesicated the lips, as at Bartholomew's.;
is equaliy unp!easant, in fact disgusting, as being employed
for different persons, andt, if held c!ose, causes an obstruction
to respiration. The inethod adopted by Dr. Simpson is un-
doubted!v sulerior to either--pouring the chlorofoim upon a
clean hantidkerchi or small napkin (preferable, as beini
stiffer). i! cai 1.e rollt d inito a conical shape, but icaving an
opening at Me apcz; held a short distance off at fisteafter
t w. or three inspirations, the base may be biought o as at
<'ce to cover the nose and mouth, and, being adjusted by Ihe
fingers of the left hand, will fit the face sufficiently for the
air respied tio pass through the opening at the apex.

Th1 e cleanliness of this metho is sufficiently apparent':
the attention of the patient is not attracted by the action of
the valves; no obstruction is offered to free respiration; the
air inspired is at a more favourable temperaturc ; antd, iwhen
the influncnc i, effectedi, the operator, not having to place an
instrument down, with care siinply throws aside the napkin,
and is ai iiberty : no time being lost, lie need not so perma-
nentiy soporize bis patient- a matter not unworthy of con-
sideration, particularly in minor operations. Since the in-
t:o. :ction of etherization, I have constantly employed ether
in piniuil operations, ifdesired bymyPfatient, bût have never
had a case occur in which ils iifhaence has been so length-
ened as in many that have been reportei to me. This natu-
rally induces a supposition litat a larger quantity is some-
times griven, causing a more persistent action than there is
any occasion for.

Here, then, is at once the simplest and the best means of
exhibiting tliîs a.rent. Ail that can be urgei against it is
siiply that a portion of the chloroform must be dissipated
al'o in expiiaion-a matter not worthy otf consideration'.
I am, sir, yours, &c. SAN1UEr. GunmnîMaEs

Dentist to the Metropolitan Free Hospital.
71, ilaher-Street, Portman Square,

Decemtber 6th, 1847.
-London Medical Gazette.

Dr. S.now on the Employmcnt of Chloroform.-At tie
Westminster, Mnredical Society Saturdam Nov. 2a0r DrsWetmnte edcl oiey Slit7, Ko. , D•W.EBsTEïR, President, Dr. Snow made .some remarks fes-
pectig chloroform. He said that this agent, which had
been introduced by Dr. Simpson, to be inhaied instead of
ether, %vas preferable to-the latter in some respects, aithough
it was impossibFe that anything could be more efficient than
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