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Pla fair says, " I believe it is thoroughly good
)ractite to give a full dose of ergot after placentai

stage in all cases, to insire persistent contraction
and lebss n chanc ot blood t-lots being retained in
utero." This may look ver) well, but 1 do not
beliexe it. I beliex e that the circular fibres of tl
uterus i ontract so spastically under ergot, that the
longitudinal fbres do not get a chance tu act pro
perl). and that the cavity botfore mentioned is pro-
ducetd mnto whiuh blood ooes and clots ; this is
retancd until the action of the drug is exlhaustI
and is Ittn thron n off wîith nuch pain. \\*ithout
haxing gnen ergot, une can e.prtss all the clots
fron the iuterus within one hour after delixerx ;
thus ergot <auses the pain by its owm n contraction.

and is i esponsible for the pains of clot deliveix.
Cauiraniz Practz/zoner, jul\, 1892.-,Short s n-

opsis qt the treatnint of abortions bn Grigoriantz.
One authnt w\ ill adi Ise patiente, while another
dogmatît all\ preaches Uimmediate interference
Grngonnti treatnent is douthe three per ttnlt.

carboi acid twx o or three times a dax. Stecaie antd
tanpons- tor hanorrhage. If the o um and mini
branes do not N ield, lie dilates at once, reioves and
urettes. Now, le begins ls treatment bx giving

ergot, and hat is the consequenice in the najorit\
of cast-? 1rovidentce favour-, liii. but if not, what
lias he done ; lit has lo( ked up the uterus and non
he dilates at once, that is, lie ias tu overcoile the
obstrut ti e work of his mw n hands which the ergot
lias produced, and you can readil) imaii that it
is ver) easy to produce considerable tan.age to the
cervi\ by dilatation in this tetanized condition. I
find in the obstetrical transactions of the London
SOCiet, 18d7, abstract of a paper on " Tonic
Uterine Contraction without Completeness of
Retractioii," b) J. Mattliexvs Duncan, tu which I
refer you.

Ca. .- iMultipara, who had severe post-partei
hernorrhage in past confinements. Just before
instrumencîital delivery ergot given, gentle kneadin"
anld support practised. Placenta expressed, hiemor-
rhage began copiously, not to greatest extent, pros-
tration nlot extreme at any, tinie. While flooding
was going on, uterine body size of cocoanut, rigid,
hard and scarcely compressible; fingers introdu ced
ilto uterine cavity found accommodation, retrac-
tion cane final]) on and the interest of the case
was gone.

CaxsE II. -- '\[iscarriage, tlree iontls. Two
drais ergot given. Fetus xxas sl)ontaleoisly
expelled soie hours before visit and soiexhbat
decomposed ; little lanorrihage continuously ;
placenta retained. Examined under profotind
chloroforni placenta adherent ; cervix dilated so
as to pass finger; cavit) size of egg filled with clot
whole cervix and body densely hard, and the body
incompressible. At internal os special stricture
with knife-like edge. Watched fifteen minutes, no
rela\ation this lasted several lours. Niiie liours
after cxanimation placenta spontaneously expelled,
a result, no doubt, of superveniig contraction
x ith conipleteness of retraction. I n discussing
this paper, Dr. Chanpne) s obserxed that ergot
had been given in all the cases, but did not state
dtînitehl that lie ascribed this condition as due
to its action. Nox, xould the spastic condition
of the first case baxe occurred if ergot lad not
been givun ? In second case vhere two dramus of
ergot wcre atdmiîinistered, a hardening of the uterus
caîm oun, which only passed off in nine hours,
xhxien ilie retaiied secundines were expelled, that
is, xwhen the action of the ergot passed away, the
contents retained were thrown off. These cases
illustrate \ery clearly, to mi iiiniii, that ergot,
although producinîg contraction, does not allow of
conmplete retraction. Lastly. following the sanie
ine of argunent regarding the action of this drug
on distal nuscular fibre, the effect produced l)y
the administration of ergot in tonic doses after
delivery must necessarily affect lacteal secretion
b) lessening the determiination of blood to the
mannary gland. I have not been able to make
any observations on this latter point. In Hare's
late systei of practical therapeutics, ergot is
ad\ ised in treating galactorrhœa. And lastly, how
many practitioners are careful in the selection of
their drug. Ergot on this continent, is mostly
used in the formî of fluid extract, or as a normal
liquid. Now, can a nanufacturer prepare and sell
a good drug reliable in its therapeutic action for
one dollar and fifty cents per pound (fluid), while
other maiiufacturing chemists claini they cannot
possibly supply a superior quality with a reliable
therapeutical action under three dolla., ? I make
this statement merely to show how varied a drug
may be given you when you buy it indiscriminately.
Here let me also point out an error wlhich the
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