
NOTES, OY TRA.VZL IN CIKÂ.

are rigidly cnforced, and by practising deccit, atratagein, and
tyranny, govcrn4 a people naturally docile, aiid maintaine hie
supreniacy.

About midway between the :nouLh of the river and Canton, are
the IlBogue Forts" which were captured by the Britielh during the
war of 1812, and which command queh a range that they appear te
iguard the threshold of the Empire. Flore the channel begine to
narrew, and the hbis rise te a great hipight on oither side. Mount-
ed batteries lino the beach, and forts in design not unlike the
Greek letter eniega, are bult in more eievated positions. They
were iii a state of decay when 1 saw themn, anid the feBw guns which
looked froin the embrasures were red with rust: but by recent
accounts we learn that they have aince been repaired, exuiy tu b.
destroyed b)' the British. At the ëumimit of the hbis are square
fornxcd watch towers of granite, fronu which a signal could be given
te the ports below wheni au enemy approaches. An island
uituated ifurther up the streain aud at an angle-of 45 0 with the
Forts on shore, is aiso strougly fortitied.

If nature did as inueb for the t4ecurity of sonie enligiutened coun-
tries as she has doue. for China., the science and ingenuity of the
people wouid contribute such acquisitionq to the natural btrength, as
wouid render the place imprognabie.

A circuinstance is related which h:uppuuud at the "lBogue Forts,"
during the wvar of' 1842", truiv char.wteristic of the Chiniese:
but before unentioniug it it is necessary te remark that ini every part
of China which has been visited by floreigners, the attention of tha
traveller is early arrested in consequence of the incessant noise which
the natives keep up by the ciang of gongs, the beating of drums, the
ahrill ilttes of the flute, tue explosion of packages et' fire crackerà§,
and the confusion of' tongues; this medlev uxot tending in any degree
te iimpress upon the mind of the unaccustomed hearer, the convic-
tion that the Chizuese have a prediiection in l aver of quiet.

Owiug to the severity of the penal, code, sueL a sight as an assault
made by one Chinanian on the perâon of another. is seldom or
nover seen, but disputes continually take place foèUowed by' ar.gr.y
coutenances, rapid contortions of the body, and tirades "'full of
sound and furv," but Ilsignitying nothing."

The commannder et' the Forts understanding that the B3ritish fleot
was about te inake an attack upon the garrison, sent off an officer
in a boat with a letter te the British commander. The interpreter
whoso dialect will he neticed hereafter, translated it as follows:
"«These two piecie nation innst makey fightie, spese that yankilizb


