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prising, as they appear to bave penetr.4ted boyond the Straits of
Mackinaw, and one can bardly account for their knowing nothing of
the opp)osite shore.

Froin this period the progrcss of diàcovery was rapid. Perrot 'vas
very succcsful in his niegotiations with the tribes round Lake Michigan,
'who, at a great gathering at îMackiîîaw, aclcnowledged the suprernaey
of France; ami thee 11w Governior, Count Frontenac, buit the fort
which long bore bis naine, Nvhiere King-ston now stands. This Nvas the
first step w'hich curbed the powver of the Iroquois, and affordcd any
security to the Frelich trade on Ontario. Other forts were soon after
bulit at Niagara, iDetroit, and on Lake Iluron, wivhl rcndcrcd Frenchi
influence predomninant over ail the great Lakes. Important discoveries
followed each other rapidly. Joliet aud Ma(rquwette asueiided the Outa-
garni from Green IBay on Lake «Michigan, and carrying across to the
Wisconsin Riv-er, followed it dowu to the Mississippi, which they de-
scnded as far as the confluence of the Arkansas, whlen being, satisfied
that it flowed into the Gulf of Mexico, they returned by the way of
Illinois River to the extremnity of Lake Miehigran. The latter route
was soon aftcr pursucd by La Salle ivithi larger mecans, the Mississippi
'vas followed to its mouth, and a colony foiuded there.

1 bave copiedl Joiet's own inap, and bis letter to Frontenac giving- a
brief description of tbe niewly discovcred couiitries.* Fathier Marquette
publishied a short account of thecir jo ttrney, witli a -very indiffereut iiwap,
but this is the onily record frorn Joliet lîirnself',and hie gives a patlheticre-
lation of its conclusion ; how after escapin g ail the dangers of a diffi-
cuit and unknýlovi navi,,atioii, arnidst hostile Indians, bis caiioe mas
uipset in siglit of the house froni wvbich ho started, two of bis party,
bis journal and all bis haggage 'vere lost, antd lie broughit home niothing
but his Iif'.t The inscription in rcd ink is apparently of a inter date,

*Accuirate tracings of this and the other niaps ecre to, in illustration of the paper,
have becîî deposited by the auttiior in the Library or' the Caniadian Inistitutte.

t The followvi ng letter of' Joliet to Frontenac, eopied froin the above mnap, is interesting s
thxe sole incînorial h)e ias left of his expedition:

Monseigneur le Comte de «Prontenac, Conseiller dut Roy en ses Conseils, Gouverneur et
Lieutenant-genieral pour sa Majesté en Canada, Acadie, Isle de Terreneuve et autres pays de
la France septentrionale.

Monsigner,-Cestavec bien deL la joye que j'ay le bonheur aujourd-hui (le vous presente
cette carte, qui vous ferra connoitre la situation des rivières et des lacs sur lesquels out na-
vi-ue au travers (lu Camnada oit Auxerique septentionale, qui a plus de 1200 lieus (le l'est à
l'ouest. Cette grandle rivière, qui porte le naon tlieRivière Colbert, pour avoir esté decouverte
ces derniers anînées l6î3 and 1671t, par les premxiers ordres que vous me donnates outrant dans
votre gouvernement dle la Nouvelle France, passe au-dela des Lacs Hurons et Illinois, entre
la Floride et le Mexique, et pour se deelirger dans la mier coupe ký plus beau pays qui se
puisse voir sur la Tlerre. Je n'ay rien yen de plus beau danîs la France que la quanîtité de
prairies que j'y ay admirés touts les jours, îîy rien d'agréable comme la diversité des bocage
et des forets, Ott se ceuillent des prmumnes, des pmmnnes, des grenades, des citrons, des meures,
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