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tlîat these opinions are by no means a mierelv German
Iirood. There are many writers of kindred sympathies
in En-land, and some of as outspoken courage. ]But, in
preparing yourseives for the combat of life, I be- you
to take this also into your account, thlat the spirit of
denial is abroad and hias challenged ail religion, but
sperially the religion you profess, to a combat of life and
death. 1 venture, however, to offer you a few sugges-
tions, in the liope that they rnay not be without their
use. You will hear in your afterlife mucli of the deligit
and duty of following free thouglit; and, iu truth, the
Mnan who does not value the freedomi of his thouglits
deserves ho be described as Homier describes the slave-
lie is but half a man. Saint Paul, I suppose, waa teacli-
eî- of free thought when lie bade his couverts to Il prove
ail things "-(applause)-but it seems le xent terribi y
astray -lien le proceeded to bid then Il hold fast that
wvhich is good." (Renewed applause.) lie evidently
assurned that there w-as something by whiicli tliey could
hold fast ; and so he bade Timothy ho keep that which
Xas committed to lis charge. Another apostie lias in-
Structed us to Il contend earnestly for thie faitl hic was
once for ail delivered to thie saints." (Applauise.) But the
free thouglit of whichi we now lîcar so0 mucli seems hoo
often ho mean thougît roving and vagrant rather tlîai
free like Delos, accoî-ding to the ancient legend, drifting
on the seas of Greece wiLouh a route, a direction, or a
home. (Loud iapplause.) Again, you w-ihl heai- inces.
santiy of the advancement ofthIe present age, and of the
backwýa,-diiess of those wlîich have gone before it. And
truly it lias been a wonderful age; but let us flot extgr(-
aVe. It lias been, and it is, an age of immense mental as
wvell as material acivihy ; it is by nîo means an age
abouinding in those minds of the first order, wlio becorne
the great immortal teaclieis of iinkind fî-oîi generahion
ho generation. (Applanse.) It is an age whici lias
tapped, as it were, and made disposableM for mian, vash
nahural resources ; but the mental power emnployed is not
ho be measured by the mere size of the results. To per-
fect that min-vel of travel, the hoconmotive, lias îîoh required
-and musicians will understand what I air' about to say
-lias perhaps not required the expendituî-e of moi-e
MTentai strength, application, and devotion than to perfect
that marvel of music, the violiin. (Applauise.) Iii the
flaterial spiere the acliievenients of the age ai-e splendid

and unimixed. in the social sphere they ai-e gi-at and no-
ble, but seem evel- ho be confronted by a succession of iuew
Problems, which almosh defy solution. In the spliere of
Pure intellect I greatly doubt w-letheî- posterity will rate us
,as higily as we rate ourselves. (Applause.) But what I1niosi
ý%ishî to observe is this, that it is au insufferable arrioance
111 the men of any age to assume what I may call airs of
Un1measîîred superiority over former ages. God, wîo cares
for lis, cared for them also. lu the goods of this woî-lc we
May advance by strides ; but il is by steps oniy aundîîot
Strides and by slow and iîot always steady steps, thiat al
des-irable impi-ovemen t of man in the higfier range of lusbeing can alone be effected. Again, my fîiends, you illi
hear mudih o the eifect that the divisions among Christians
are sudh that tliôy render it impossible to" say what

hùitiifte is, anîd 50 deshroy ail certainhy ini religion.Lý1 ifthedivisions are î-emarkiable, noV less so is thedegree of their unihv in the gre-itesh doctrines that tley
hO01d, (Applause.) WYe1l nigli 1500 years-years of a more
suistained activihy than tIe world had ever befoî-e seen-
have passed away since the great controversies of Christ-1
eIndom concerning the Deity auJ the Person of the
Redeemer were, afteî- a long agony, determined. As
before that lime in a manner less defilied, but adequatefor their day, so ever since that time, amid ail chance
anld change, it is amnere matteî- of fact 10 state that more,i

1a«y, many miore, ninety-nine in every hundred Christians
hiave witi one voice confessed tle Deity and incarnation

iof our Lor-d as the cardinal and central trutîs of our reli-
igion. (Loud applause.) Sureiy there is some comforthere,
somle sense of brotherhood,1 sonie glory due to the past,
and some hope for thie imes that ai-e to come. On one, and
onily one, more of the favourite fallacies of tle day I wil
yet presume ho ouch. 1h is tle opinion and the boast of
some that man is not responsible for lis belief. Lord
Brongliani ias ah one lime stated to have given utterance
ho tliis opinion, wîetleî- ruly I know not. But this I
know--ih was my priveîege ho hear from lisEonthipsle

neefulandduelimitation of tlah proposition. " Man,
lie said, Il is not responsible ho mail for lis belief."
(Applause.) But, as before God, one andthIe samne law
applies ho opinions and ho achs, or rather one and tle same
law apl)lies ho iiiward aud ho outwaî-d acts--for opinions
are inward acts-mauîy a wvlong opinion may b e guiltless
because foî-nied in ignoranlce, and hecause that ignorance
may flot lie oîîr fatilt. But wh-Io shalî presume to say there
is no mercy foi -\Nrong actions also, wlien they, oo, have
been due ho ignol-ance and thiat ignorance lias notbeen guil.
hy. Thie question is not wletlieî-judgments and actions are
in thIe sainie degree iîîflunced hy thue condition of the moral
mlotives; but if it is unideiiiabIe ýtliat seiflove and passion
have aniinfluience upon boti, tieti, so far as tînt influence
goes, foi- l)oti -\vouiust le pr-epared hto answer. Should
we in comuîoî lii e aski a biody of swindlers for an opinion
on swindling, or of gamblerîs for anl opinion upon gain-
bling, or of misers for a description of our duîy as 10
liuntv ? Aud ir in inatters of religionî we aiiow pride
anJ per -x-eîseniiss 10 i-aise a loîîd behween us andthie
truthI, so t1iat we sec it îîoh, tic faIsc opinion tlah we form
is but die index of tliat pe-veî-seniess and that pride, and
both foi- hhemi, and foi- it as tIeu- offspring, we shall be
julstly lield î-spoisible. (Apidause.) Who they are upon
wxlioni thîs î-esponsibilihy -will faîl it is nlot ours to judge.
These laws ai-e given ho lus, iîoh 10 apply presunîptuonsiy
ho otlîe-s ; il, is enougli il' we appdy and enfoî-ce them

ioieslvagans oi-slvs.(Applause.) Nextt10a Chris-
ian lite, nîy friends, )-ou wýlIt md youî- besh defenceagaiflst i-eelihess novelty L ýsîjeculation i oreyo

henipit- and M isouil int eilectual habits. Be slow 10 stir
eiqilles w-iihi( von ((0omot mean patienhly ho pursue 10

lîeir proper eiîd.' Be îlot afraid ho suspend your judg-
nient Ioig, and upon inuyllings, or ho feel and admit
ho youî-Selv-es liow naîî-ow ai-e tlie bounds of knowledge.
Do not too readily assume tliat ho ris have beeni opened
r-oyal î-oadls Io truii, w-ii weî-e ieretofore hidden fromn
thie -ývole fainily of mîanî ; foi- hue opening 0f sudh roads
woul(1 îoh le so muchi fa-oni- as caprice. If il is bad to
yield a bliuîd subnîission ho authority, it 15 flot iess an
ci-ror ho deny 10 il;it is reasoniable w-eighit. Eschew a
servile adflieî-euce ho the past, yeh regard it wih reverence
and gratitude, anJ acceph its accunmulations, in inward as
xvell as ontvaî-d hhiugs, as thue pahrimnony whicl it is
your part in ife lotIh o preserve and ho iuîprove.-Mr.
Gladstone î-esunîed lis seat amidsh lond cleering, which
continued for several minutes.

CritIcim nh uiSehool.

Mush heachiers le professional and practicai fault-finders?
It must le confessed tIai hhe effect of teaching upon the
character of those engaged iu il, is, generaliy, 10 develop
and sharpen a disposition ho find fauli. This disposition
wouid seem ho le theIel original sin " of some natures
aud the possessors, not content with leing Ilsinners by
natur-e Ilbave iendered tlwmsehves mnuch more so " by

FEBRUARY & MARCH) 18-43.]


