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NAZARENE MESSENGER.
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“ A ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.”
“Behold I send my messenger before thy face.”

“Yeseek Jegus the Nazarene, he isrisen.” This same Jesus “shall 8o
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
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The Gospel of the Nazarenes.

PART IIL

When was the Greck Translation made.

The solution of this question is wrap-
ped 1n still greater obscurity than the
answer to the query regarding the time
when the original Hebrew gospel of

@ the Nazarenes was composed, but a

careful examination of the ecclesiastical

# literalure that has come down to us

{ from the early centuries seems to point
directly to the last quarter of the sec
ond century, as the period when the
(+dspel according to St. Matthew was
translated and revised, so as to be ac-
ceptable to the developing of the Ca-
tholicism of the Gentile churches.
Terome, as we have already noticed,
writing in the fourth century, says that
it was uncertain who it was that first
translated Matthew’s Gospel into Greek.

withstanding the difference that he
knew existed between them, but he no-
where charges the Nazarenes, as Epi-
phanius and others of the Catholie
fathers do, with having in any way
altered their copies, but on the con-
trary, he doubtless took the Catholic
view, that though the Greek translation
of Matthew had been altered by addi-
tions and erasements, that this had
been done by the sanction of the fathers
of the Catholic church, for reasons
which they deemed good and neccessary
for the faith of that church. It is very
probable that there never was a genuine
translation of the Hebrew Gospel into
the Greek or other language until
Jerome, as he himself says, translated
it into both Greek and Latin, and these
translations were soon afterwards de-
stroyed by the church of Rome, as
heretical writings. It seem that the

When Jerome made this statement, he | Nazarenes took the same grounds re-

evidently regarded the Greek Gospel of 'garding the Hebrew Gospel that their
Matthew included in the canon, and | Jewish ancestors did regarding the more

the Hebrew Gospel of the Nazarenes jancient Hebrew scriptures, that is, that
. -
ag derived from the same original, norpllt would become corrupted by being
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