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men still lingered in the city. The Goverument professed to find
something dangerous in their presence, and issued new regulations for
the preservation of the peace. The men from Toss were ordered to
leave Tokio, and the more prominent were lodged in prison. Some
of these men had never seen the laws which they were said to huve
broken. They had no trial, but were told that they would be re-
leased if at once they would leave Tokio, not to return for a specified
time. They stoutly denied having broken the laws, and declined to
make snch confession, or toeven imply acquiescence by leaving the city.
So they were sentenced to imprisonment for two years. On the pro-
mulgation of the constitution they were released, having been confined
for fourteen months.

Some of these men are Christians. They are gentlemen, and have
served their country in the past. One of them is well-known through-
out Japan, and especially for his honesty and frankness. They found
the imprisonment hard to bear, of course. The fuod was not enough
to satisfy them, and the prison bedding and clothing was scanty, aud
they suffered from c.'d during the first winter. As time went by,
howerver, both foud anu clothing were increased. When they entered
the prison one of them had his Bible with him. It was taken away,
but afterward Bibles and other religious books were freely given them.
They read and studied the Word continually ; they held morning
prayers, and as the few opportunities occurred, they taught their fel-
low prisoners. Now they say : <“Our imprisonment wus grievous to our
bodies but beneficial to our souls. Welearned the meaning of the gos-
pel as never before.  'We value prayer and believe more firmly in God’s
presence and communion withus.”™  Through their labors six of their
fellow prisoners were led to Christ.

THE NEW CONSTITUTION.

Japan has o written constitution. It was promulgated on the 11th
February. The city was given up to rejoicing for days. The illumi-
nations and decorations were exceptionally fine.  Almost every house
in the city was ornamented. Thus the emperor redeems lis promise,
made on his accession.  Japan again leads Asia, indeed is in advance
of some¢ European states.  As we read the provisions for the protec-
tian of the rights of subjects, for the judiciary, and for the exereise of
ample powers by the Imperial Diet, whole centuries of English consti-
tutional history unfold Lefore our eyes. There is some ground for
the buast that Japan will do in a generation what we have accom-
plished in centuries. It is only a generation, less than a generat’ m,
since Japan was a feudal despotismn tempered by assassination. In
1871 feudulism was abolished. And yet there are men in plenty who
talk of the Japanese as an inferior race, not at all to be compared with
“rs.™ Some think them inferior to the Chinese. If that judgment
is correct Evrope and America must need look to themselves when



