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The JTapan of To-day and To-morrow.
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JA11AN.

Japan la, perliaps, the most homo-
geneous nation on earth. She is cer-
lainly, in proportion to hor size, the
most kaleidoscopic. Wbat she ia to-
day she is sure not to ho to-morrow.
What she la this moment in Tokyo she
is net in the provinces. Andi yet she is
one nation, ever swayed throughout her
entire length by the sanie impulses, the
same crazes.

Without atepping to explain, this
senin g contradiction in hier make-up,
anti calling attention te it ninly for
the purpose of setting up a shield ia
case arrows o! criticisai are fired at thc
image of -Tapan about to be unveiled, I
wifl proceeti nt once to the pleasant task
of describing her as slie appears to me,
a single individual. B3e she hag or
beauty, demimoade or semi-angel, I
leave to each to decide for hlmself.

I. .And fir8t not to waste tume over
miner matters, she has caught the com-
mercial spirit of the age. Business is
the craze of the hour. New manufac-
tories are sprlnging up on ail hands. A
silk thread weaving mli with a plant of
$2,OO,OO-an enermous surn for thla
non-weaithy ceuntry-is just going up
within an eighth of a mile of my home,
anti it will soon bc impossible to live
anywhere in the land out of sight of
factory ch-imacys anti out of Soundi of
steani whiatles.

Now. this great wave has inuindateti
thc Church as wdil as the world, andi
one question o! the hour is, Will the
Churcli ride triumpliantly on thls mighty
wvave over thc sen of Japanege life, or
ivili iL be swamped anti sink la the
depths ? I coulti obtain easily the
names of a dozen men, perbaps give
themi offlhand, -%ho have left the minis-
try Uic past twe years to go into busi-

ness. I know of churches that have
droppeti ail services, except, perhaps,
one on Sunday evening, and many of
'whose meinhers wvork nearly as hiard on
Sunday as during the week. Ail of the
great inanufactories, rcst only twice a
month, with occasiona] other holidays.
It is, of course, very diflicuit to compete
with these and ordinary shopmcn if
Stinday is strictly kept. Drinking
habits are on the increase among Chiris-
tians as a wholc. The labor problem.
begins to looni up like a dark cbouti on
the horizon.

Per contra, the evangelists who have
stuck to their posts are showing a depth
of conviction andi intensity of devotion
seldoni seeni ln former days. There are
more men ia the ministry to-day because
called of God to be there-men who will
starve in their tracks rather than yield
to, selfisli, sordid motives-than ever bc-
fore.

Moreover, some who have left flic
ministry have donc so with a higli pur-
pose, and have starteti or are purposing
to start Sunday-keeping, honesty-loving
industries.

Again, many asylums, industrial
sehools, and other forms of practical
charity have bcen organizeti, and siimul-
taneous training of the heart, hand, and
head is now a recognizcd andi perliaps
the most prominent feature of Christian
nctivity. I have the statisties of eigh-
teen orphan asylums under Protestanit
and seven-teen under Roman Catliolie
influences. .Also of six other homes, of
refuge for varlous classes, sixteen hos-
pitals andi dispensaries, aud thiriy-six
night or industrial sehools. The actual
facts go far bcyond these figures, as it
is exceediagly diffieuit te secure feul
statisties of this sort-a thing, I may
add, lr am, however, now atterapting
te do.

II. A Buddhist magazine has lately
stateti that there are net less than twe
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