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The Regina District.

liy Geo. W, Urown in Regina Standard.—

The Regina district embracing an area within
aradins of say twenty-five miles around the
town of Regina, consists almost entirely of an
undulating clay plain of which ninety per cunt.
has been classed as “fitat-class land' in the
reports made by the Dominion Land surveyors
published in connection with the survey of the
district.

The north.cast part of the district is the
oply part differing materially from the rest.
Here we find a black loamy s0il interspecaed
with a few gravelly ridges, ponds or sioughs
and dotted with islands or clumps of poplar
and willow.

To the nortii and northwest the clay plains
are traversed by maay large ravinesand coulees
in the bottom of which are found springsani
spring creeks which flow into the Qu’Appelle
river. In ncarly all thesc coulees or raviaes
and along the Qu'Appelle river quantities of
timber are found which will serve for fuel and
fencing for a covsiderable time.  The Qu’Ap-
pelle valley itself is about a mileand a hslf
wide and from two hundred and fifty to three
hundred and fifty fect deep.  Its vegetation is
profase: more thun eighty varicties of grasces
have been discovered.  Irom its natural shel-
ter, large quantities of nataral hay and aband-
ant herbage, it has become a favorite place for
cattle ranching, the cattle being able to run
at large al winter, needing very little, if any,
feed but depending maioly upon the vass
which has been cured into a natural hay * y the
hotsun ~ud dry weatherso prevalent fa buaut-
umn mot thaand whichispreserved inall stsnut-
ritious qualities under the light dry snow pecu-
liar to the Northwest. The rauching now car.
ricd on mast, however, with the adveaot of
scttlement give way to dairy farming which,
on account of its wonderful adaptability of the
g0il for root calture, pare sprog water and a
temperature daring the summer nights several
degrees cooles thaa on the plaios above, issure
to prove more remuncrative on land which is
to0 valuable to be given up for ranching alone;
deiry farming needing more labor will receive
more impetus when the supply of Iabor becomes
constant and cheaper and the ont put becoming
extensive cnough to guarantee the putting in
ase of the best method of handling batter and
cliceae; a higher price and a sorer market will
be obtained than is at present the case with
only 2 home demand to sopply.

Bosides the Qa'Appelle river Lhe district is
watered by the Wascana, Boggy creck, Cotton-
wood and Spring creck, and their tribntarics,
whilc almost everywhere a plentifol sapply of
good water can be had by digging to a depth
of from twelve to sixty feet.

Although the soil is whit may be termed a
clay, atill its gqualitics arc entirely different to
those geaerally foaad inclay soils.  If turned
up in lInmps while wet instead of baking it will
moulder away into dust upon cxpaare to tho
atmosphere, aad in fact the wetterit is when
ploughed or harrowed the better the efect upon
the soil. It is almoat entlirely free fiom
boulders or stones except along the lakesor
bottoms of ravines orconlecs. When wet it is

very adhesive and all its qualities go to show
that the Regina plain waa at one time an island
sea or lake now extinct, as upon examiunation
of tho strata it is clearly seen to be made up
of a series of alluvial deposits. ‘The sub.svil
is practically the samo as the surface, exeept,of
course, that it Jacka the vegetable matter and
if brought to the surface and exposed to the
sir for a time i3 appears to become as cqyually
productive as the surface soil.

It more nearly resembles the soil of the Red
River valley than any I have seen, with this
difference, that while the surface is not so full
of vegetable matter and black in color the sub.
so0il is clmost identically the same as that of
the eurface and it is notsucha dead level, but,
fiom it gentle undulating character it is natur-
ally well drained and free from all alkali
natches.

That it is nn excellent wheat soil is atiested
by the excelleat quality of grain produced.
Sometwo years ago the United States Govern-
ment at Washiogton, wishing to distribute
amooy the farmers small quantities of the very
best sced wheat, sert to Mr. Wangh of the No.™
West Farmer at Winnipeg to oblain the very
best sample that could be procured in the
Capadicn Northwest. The seed he sclected
came from the Reyiona district and the Uaited
States Government not only erpressed their
satisfaction with the grain sent but claimed
that it far exceeded their expectutions.

The average yield on fairly well cultivated
land would be from 20 1o 30 bushels per acre. I
have scen several times from 50 to 55 bushels
te the acre, but this is exceptional; on very
noorly celtivated land the yicld is often much
lcas than the ninimum I have wmentioned. Dats
yield from 30 to 100 bushels per acre and bar-
ley 25 to G0.  All kinds of root crops do ex-
ceedingly well and with proper caltivation are
never a failare.  As to thedanger from sam-
mer frost I may say, after an expericace of
cleven years spent wholly in this district, that
tho usual time for frost that would in the
slightest degree injure wheat is hetweea the
cleventh aod seventeenth day of Scptember,
only twice I have scen injuries done the wheat
crops before this date, viz: in 1855 on the &ih
and in 1S90 on the Sth of Neptember, twice
have I soen whoat cut duriog the last days of
September wholly unharmed.

The fuel sapply of the district after the wood
is exhausted is assured by the proximity of the
Souris coal ficlds, which are rnox being de.
veloped.

Brick clay is found in niany parts of the dis
trict, also sand and lime, which, with the
boulders mentioned, can be used in building,
while lomber of all kinds must be brought
from British Columbia or Northwestern On-
tario.

I have, in a very brief vay, described the
district. There are many things that a minute
deseription of would be ¢f interest 10 an incom-
ing scttlar, that the bonadsof the present letter
do not admit of.

In conclasion I would say that I have no
hesitation in recommendiry the district as a
field for settlement to any one who is witling to
give it a fair trial. Tt is a land of undevelaped
poasibilitics, and the oateat to which the possi-
bilities aro developed depend largely on upon
whom the task devolves,

B. C. Notes.
‘The Okanagun Telephione Company hag been
incorporated.

The Turner and Becton salmon canneries in
Varnese, near the Skeena river, were destroyed
by fire on February 7th. The property des.
troyed is cstimated to have betn worth $10,000 5
insurance, $34,600.

The new factors of the Canada Paint Com.
pany, at Victoria, is now inoperation. Almost
everything which will be sold, excepting, of
course, the raw materials, is produced at the
workz, even to the cans in which the paints and
oils are put up.

Argen a and Duncan City are among the
latest of British Columbia’s new towns. Ar
genta is at the bead of Kootenay Lake, on the
cast side, and Duncan City is situated on Upper
Kootenay Lake, 31 miles from Kaslo.

Mary Island, oue of the finest and prettiost
islands between Vancouver Island and the
Mainland, has been sold to a syndicate of
castern people. It conta’ns 1,956 acres and is
situate east of Valdez Is'and on the line of the
preposed ferry of the British Pacific Railway.
1t is almost clear, the soil fertale snd the svur-
roundings picturesque.

A February issue of the Steveston Enterprive
says: ‘‘Although a small place, Steveswon
hoasts of poassessing a musical prodigy in e,
Ed. Hunt'sson. Eddie is at prescat 9 years
old and his first induction in musical lines took
place a year ago when he became a member of
the Steveston brass band. He took to music
as naturally asa deck {akes to water and =oon
distanced his older rivals in the case and #kill
with which he rendered his parts. He has
mastered the cornet, the fiddle and piano, and
plays first or solo cornet in the band. Eddie
has latcly turacd his atteation to composing
musie, and hasalready written several intricate
pieces which he has adapted jor the usc of
the various instromen's in the band  Quoe of
these which he has ent'tled the ‘Richmond
Quickstep,” will be played at the coming band
concert.”

School Land Salc.

A plan has been adopted by the Dominion
Government by which it is thonght the vexcd
queation of illegsl occupation of school lands
iu Manitoba can be settled. The principles of
this plan were contained in the issue of the
Canadn Gazettr (cfficial), of February 4th.
The explanation read as follows :—

“*After careful consideration of the long-
standiog question of illegal occupation aod cnl.
tivation of school lands in Maoitoba, it was
decided that, exceps in certain special cases,
the only way of prelectling the interests of
sckool endowmrnt and preventiog at the zame
time any apparent hardships to those squatiers,
who in good faith and ignorasee of the law have
scitled npon these lands. would beto offer at
pablic auction all thosc quarter zectioas which
to the knowledgo of the Department of the In.
terior are illegally occopied, thus affordiog
tquatters an opportunity of acquiriag the land,
and after the sales to take legsl proccedinge
againet those who failed tc avail themeelves
of this chazco of acquiriug the land, and yet
persisted in their illegal occopation or coltivae
tion of it.



