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REPORT OF THE KELECT COMMITTEE OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ON THE EVILS OF
INTREMPERANCE.

The Select Committeo sppointed to inguire whether any, and
what, Leislative meamrea can bo adop.ed ta repress the evila
growing aut of Latemperance, have agreed to make thy following
Report, dated March, 1849 :—

Intempcrance leads to crime, to insanity, to pauperism.  Onc-
half of the crime annually committed, two.thirds of the cases of
mnsanity, three.fourths of the pauperism, aro arcribatle to intem.
perance, No other form of worda weuld have been sufficiently
comprehensive to express the deliberate convictions of Your
Committee, [Having thus in the outset tendered their own testi-
mony, Your Comnuttee would remark that, without incurring
enormaus expense, they could not have procured tho attendance
of witnerses from a distance,  They have, concequently, cx.
amined none but persana residing or sojourning vpon the spot.
Your Committce will, therefore, nresentto Your Honorahle Fouse
a pleture—certainly not an over-charged petura—aof the condition
of the Citv of Montreal in relation to the subject o intemperance.
Every individua) Member will have it in his nower to compare
the state of his own neighbothood with that of thia city, and to
foruy his own conclusions. For the purpose of this reference, too,
1t may be justly amnmed, that the parties wha have presented the
several petitiona referred to Your Committee, are witnesses n
every reapect worthy of eredit, ‘They amaun. to several thousands
from every section of United Canada, and it is to be presumed
that they have heen moved to appcat ta Youe Honnrahle Houce
by evils affecting their nwn respective localities, While, there.
fore, tho Petitinners will, ao douht, he ahle to make a beneficial
application of the facts clicited and recorded by Yanr Committeo,
the la.er aro entitled to submit the contenta of the Petitions as a
descnptinn of evidence—an evidence, at least, of the nefnal extent
of the miachiel caused bv intemperance. ‘The subjeet ix one
bevond the reach of pecuniary interest, or of the induence of
passion, fenr, favor, or affection.  Had every individual petit-oner
appeared in person before Your Committee as a witness, that act
would have confuerred no additional solemnity on the statements
made in the several Petitionn, nor would thore statements have
heen mote credible.  Accordingly, Yoar Committee have deemed
it expedient to submit not only an abstract of the evidence faken
by themselves, but a digest of the said several petitiona.

Evidence of Capt, Wilen, Chief of Polsce.

1n Montreal, the towal number of offences 10 1817,..
e 23

4039
Cases anising from Intemperance,.. 4

Total in 1848, ... ...ooiin coeaee 3524
From Intemperance, .. ... .cooos vee vonne ..2001
Total for the Iast two yeare,.... 7563
From Intepyperance,..”. . ..4235

Upwards of four-sevontns of the whole,

Last vear, in 81 Aun's Ward, there wore fiftyfonr houses in
which Lquur was sold without heense. There cannot be less
than threo hundred houses in this City in which Liguur is so sold,

Mr. M'Ginn, Gaoler.
Tutal number of Prisoners commtted to Gaol duing the
year 1848, . e o 1462
Ansing from Intrmperance.....vee. . .. 907
Meking nine-fourteenths of the who'c,
The witncss adds, that this 18 stnetly cxact as regards both
sexes,

Brmgnin Delisle, Esq., gk Constalle,
Number of unlicensed taverns 10 Montreal, about
Houses of Iil.fame n which hguor 19 sold without license,... 100
Licensed Taverns,...co oo, .+ ..o, - eeees 314
Grocers licensed to scll by retail, | 69

Total,.cooves i o o o . 883

There i a general lewnug, cven i the hica te of magisirates,

in favor of persons accnaed of eelling without heese, they gone.

rally escape—to ohtain eonvietiong 15 1+ Xt tn .m0 of —muyt-

neses are spstematick:ly intimidated, or hnbed, th-est 0 4, and
spirited away,

Mesera, Stewart & Ryan, Revenue Inspectors.

Tu foed there eeminariea of vice and chime, thers weve diatilled
n the District of Montreal, of the muet rectificd spinit, in 1848,
608,450 gallnns.

1t iy worthy of nenee, that the Inmpectors have na knd of
cheek upon tho ditillers, and the quantitv sinuggied cannot be
estimated, [t scems to follow, that the consumption of ardent
wpirit exceeds “hat quantity, but by how much cannet be ascer-
tained.

The Collector of Customs, Montreal,

The quantity of spirsnous )iguors entered at thy Port of Mon.
treal for home consumption n the year 1848, 's as follows :—

Brandy, .. .. ...... ..66,101 gallons,

Geneva, . 16502 ¢
Whisky, .. 5HM “
Rum,.. cvvcee o0 243 0
Sweetencd Liquore,.. 266«
Total entered,.... ... ... 138,247 ¢

Total dsilled, (as above) 608,450 ¢

Grand Total,...ouees o... . T16,697 @

The Collector of Customs at the Port of Quelee.

‘The quaniity of spirituous fhquors imported, and duty paid, at
this port during the degt year, was 81,275 pallons.

The Coroners fir the D.strict of Monirzal,

In 530 inquests, 53 of the deaths (one every fen) were traced
directly and imm~diately to intemperance. ~ Many more arc
believed to be ascehahle 10 that cause ; but jurors being reluctant
tn return verdicts of death by intemperance, the exact number
cannot be accurate’y srcertaned, or positively stated.

Dr. Camphell.

The usual diseascs directly induced by the peotracted and ex.
ecssive use nfalcohohe drnks, 2re irntation of stomach and bowels
vomiting, dirtheen, schirrhus of the stomach, 1gundice, hardening
and enlargement of the hiver, discase of the kidney, dropsy, con.
gestion of the bram, deliruin tremens, and insanity,

According to the * Briush and Foreign Medical Review, fonr.
fifths of the entire anmount of erime 18 the very Jeast proportin we
can usgn to thoee that are committed 1n Great Britam under the
direct or indireet inflacnce of intoxicating hiquors,

In a commaunication to the Government, Mr Shenfl’ Thomas
expreaeed iumaclf as follows : ¢ I am warranted in laying it down
as an mcontrovertible fact, that erime 18, m thie portion of the
globe, almost entirely engendered bv dissolute habite : four.fifths,
€ wight perhaps correcily say nine tenths, of the cases which eal’
for the mterfercnce of our Crimmnal Counts, are connecied directly
or indireetly with drunken habite.”

Dr. Sewell.

Nothing can be more fallacious or fatal than the common
uotson that spirits invigorate: ¢ On the contrary, they render the
body wmore susceptible of fatigue, lessable to resist the effect of
severe cold und intense heat, a~d more npen to the invasion of
contagion.  Protracted and severe badily exertion cannot be
so well sustiined with as without the use of ardent sprite.?’
But that pernicious article of traffic 1s not merely sold, it is adul
terated with divers ingredients. all more or less deleterious.
QOpivm 15 accasionally employed for <hat purpose. Coculous in-
dicus and ol of vatriol are also used.

Men in the vigor of life and health have thus been myste.
rious'y, as it was thought, called to their account. They have
been said to have commutted no excess, they have merel
indulged. and uron the instant they have dropped down dead.
But most ot those sudden deaths could be traced to the onginal
adulteration of hquor. 1In e fu cack. the poison, somewhat
diluted, would not wnstantly destroy lfe; in it concentrated
state, at the botlom ot the near'y empty vessel, it must instan.
tancously prove fatal. ’

Froin mistaken motives, licenses are trequently granted to
worthy membess of sociely, who, having met with reverses, are
uaable to follow iheir usual pursuits,  Vhe obyects of that sym-

athy, however, becoine but tou{frequently its vietims ;Maor inn-
eepers, s0 far jrom sanniching themselves, ave too often con,
taminated by sheir ealling, and they pnd thesr families, epptraot,
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