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the universal prevalence of the corruptions of
Popery amongst them, and the vast influence
which they are destined to exert on the great in-
terests, civil and religious, of these Provinces,
we may well be astonished, that our Church has
never even taken into consideration the urgent
duty and high expediency of sending Missiona-
ries amongst them,

We had for atime scen the Fench Canadians
quiet snd peaceful, aud apparently contented ;
but, ought we to have been blind or insensible to
their epiritual wretchedness, solong asthey were
denied access to the aracles of theliving Gud, and
were under the guidance of teachers who direct
the troubled in conscience to penances, or to the
merits and intercessions of Saints and Angels,
rather than to the atonement and advocacy of the
Bon of God. And we have during the last eigh-
teen montheseen them rise again and again as
one man to cast off by force of armsthe Govern-
ment which from & state of vassalage hed raised
them to the immunities and honours of free men ;
and ought weto wonder, that, they being destitute
of that religion which alone can purify and fortify
conscience, should be found destitute also of those
virtues which are essential to the very existence

of civil society? We have gloried—too often’

perhaps in a carnal way, in the thorough rcforma-
tion from Popery, which long ago passed on the
religion of our native Jand and which has been in
a manner hereditary to us, and our confession of
faith is surpassed by none framed at or since the
reformation, in the fulness and scripturalness of the
testimony which it contains against the errors and
delusions of Popery ; and yet, living on the
borders of a dense popish population, some of us
in the midst of it, we have exhibited but little
concern for their scriptursl illumination and con-
version.

Let us acknowledge and sament our past incen-
sibility. Allis wrong with a Church, when its
mainisters and members are doing nothing for the
sslvation of others around them, whom they
themaelves profess to regard as perishing, A
more entire devotedness to the Saviour, a higher
estimate of the blessings of his Kingdom, and a
stronger love and compassion to our fellow men
would have impelled us as a Church to have done
sownething for the benighted inhabitants of Lower
Cauada. We might have called on our people to
remember their wretched condition at a throne of
grace, and to pray to God to send labourers
amonpst them and open their hearts to the recep-
tion of histruth. We might have collected funds
in supporting Missionaries to them ; we might
have pled with the Church at home for assistance
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in this enterprise, and through them, we might
have addressed ourselves to the reformed Churches
in France and Switzerland, in order to draw
their attention to this interesting field of Mission-
ary labour. And, who may say that these doings
would have been in vain? We may believe that
God would have honoured us with fruit in the
conversion of some who are still the blinded vota-
ries of ¢the manof sin,” and would in many ways
have blessed us by encreasing and strengthening
and edifying our Churches, Let then our past
unprofitableness be for a lamentation, and, let us
arise and give thanka to God that we may thrcugh
his forbearance and longsuffering, still in some
measure redeem the time, and acquit ourselves
under the responsibility that lies upon us.

Other Churches are beginning to bestir them-
selves in behalf of the poor blinded French Cana-
dians. Some of the Swiss Churches have sent
out a Missionary to them. And from recent ac-
counts, his patient and self.denying labours have
been owned of God to the gathering in of a few
to the knowledge and acknowledgment of Christ's
sole and undivided Headship of the Church.
This Missionary is stationed in a district contigu-
ous to the American lines in the direction of Lake
Champlain. The recent insurrection which had
threatened the expulsion of Mr, Roussy, for such
is the name of the Missionary, and his sssistants,
has through the over-ruling care of the Great
Head of the Church contributed in a remarkable
degree to promote its success.

Several christians in Montreal of various deno-
wminations have recently associated themselves
together, under the title of “Tae Faence Cana-
pIAN MissioNarY SocigTy,” ¢ the exclusive object
of which, is to provide means fcr preaching and
otherwise disseminating the Gospel cf Christ
among the inhabitants of Canada using the French
language.”

The office bearers and committee of this society
are members and Ministers of different Churches.
We believe it to be the more excellent way for
Churches, as  Churches, to enter into the work of
evangelizing the unevangelized world ; but, it
may be time enough, for us to censure the consti-
tution of The French Canadian Missionary Soci-
ety, when we in our ecclesiastical organization
take up the work of Missions to the benighted
habitans with greater devotedness than the good
men of that Society have done.

These remarks are humbly, yet earnestly recom-
mended to the consideration of the Members, El-
ders, and Ministers of the Presbyterian Church of
Cannda ; of those especially, who are to consti-
tute the Synod, thatis to assemble at Kingston




