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had been begun in England by Stornhold L. flop-
kins, and completed at Goneva by the Euîgrlîsi ex-
iles, wlio liad fled fromt the persecution against
the Protestants in England, thon carrying on undIt.r
Qucen Mary. Kniox %vas at Geneva at the saine
iLimo ; and from bis connection with the Englhsh
exiles tiiere, we may infèr that lie was the means of
introducing it into Scotianui, wvlîere it was cnnnng
ino use in the Protestant chu rclîes about the tinie
of the establishment of the Retormed Religion iii
1560 ; and we find tlîat in 1562 tie General Assem-
bly taok stops for having a large cdition of it
printed at Edinburgh, and afterwards ordained it to
be generally used. This was the authorized ver.
Bien of the psa>rns ascd in the Church of Scotland
for about 90 years.

In 1629, a version was printed, the flrst thirty-
one psalms of wlîich, had been versified by tlîat
vain and foolish pedant King James VI , and tlîe
remainder by tie Ear1 of Stirling, but it iievcr
came juta public favour.

About 1639, there woere twva new nietrical ver-
sions published, both of whicli ivere %vell recccivd-
one in Scotland, by Sir Thomas More, of Rowal -
]an, and the other in England, by Francis Rotise,
Esq., of Devonshire, a pieus ani venerablo gentle-
mnan, and a monibcr of tic English Ilouso of Com-
mnune.

When the celebrated Asscinbly of Divinescon-
sistiog in part of Commissioîîers fron the Ciurclà
of Seotland, met at WVestminster, in 1641, to fraine
a Confession of Faith, Catechisuns, Form or
Clîurch Goverument, Directory for Worship, &-c.,
one part of the grand plait appears to have beeau
to obtaina botter version of the psalins n ni.trc,
for the worship of the Church titan the one hîih
erto authorized. WVatl this vicw, Rous's; version
was sclectcd as a basîs for the labours of the As-
aembly.

Accordingly, on the £Oth November, ini iS the
Parliament rccomînendcd Rouse's version ta the
Assembly of Divines for their consideration and
revision, and they, after songe discussion, appoint
ced a comnittece of suclh o? their numbor as werc
particularly qualifieî for tic task, to carry the oli-
jeet of the Parliament intu ceTee:. After tdi.m*-ss.
ing fromn tis version cvery cxtrancons compositin.
such as Jîymns and doxologies, tiviiiclî in those il ty..
we.re attachcd to couic of tle usalm.c, and ocsîn
ally sung ut the close of wvorsiu, the sen!
laid it duwn as a leading principle ain the correc*.il!w
of tlîisvers1un, thal. they were bo lccp flot willy t4.
the seue, but as far as possible, ta &ce very words
of the sacred text.

Aller boing about two years in the lîands of the
Assesnbly, during wlîich tiime tliore wcre rnany al-
terations andî!auî.îîît inate on the oririal
cupy. it wis 111îally appur.u»Cil lit' by the A.Cleibly,
0.1 Noveinber 1 Jth, 1V4.ý, anil sh'îrîy arter aflprov..
ed and autliorized hy tiAe P.gî.îiarliaineît.

l'lie inproved version, as thuîs saîprovced sumd ait-
tIAorizet, %vas senit tu Scotklaud, a id the General
Asseiribly o? the Ciaurlit tif SutlIjniiin 16 lui, touk
the inatter ilîto coîîsideratioîî aîîd deliberatied on
hie proprioty o? aîlopting it for tlîe use o? con-
grpgations and faiies. In 1647, they passed the
fuilowiug

IlAct for revising the paraphrase of the psalîns
brouglit front Englaîîd, &c.

Tite Gencral Assembly having considered the
report of tuic cuînifittec concerni; thec paraphrase of
tise psalines Seint frutti Eîigland, and! fisiding- that it is
s'ery necees..ry iliat t1ie aid p.ir.ip:ir;%r bc yct rcsised;
îiîerefure dotià appoint Mr. Johniî Adansusnn io exam-
ine tie first foîîrty ps-ihnes; Mr. Tiionias Crawford
the second fourty ; Mr. Johnî [tiv tige îiiird fiîurty;
and Mir. Jouiis Novey the List thirîy ps.îlîoe!s (if uliat
pa.rapuiruse >aîsd iii îAeir ex.uiâaîcii îley shail tiot
uîl> obscrre iwhau duet' u>uhik i,ed~s la~ bc aitinded,
but also to set dowlî tlucur owîî cssay f£Ir currccîin.-
theîca? aîîd for ibis purpose, recornmeisds to îliem to
muike use of tlîe travailes of Itowallan, Mr. Zaciiary
B iyt!, or of any otier on Vlint sîihlj-cî, buit especialily
of our owvn paraphrase, (lit %iiaî îhîev fiitî Usîter ili
-%ov of these ivorks inay bccs ei.w , unît lIik'ýwis îhiey
shil nizike use of u. iînd'ruîsencît firouî Pires-
byterieS, wlîo for titis eztis: aire iitreby il sirei 10 lias-
tcn thir ob~serv'ations iiiio cwînî ; and fliey arc go
iiî.'rc report of t1ieur 1. .i~ a -îr-.iu itile Ciai

suij utthe AI iciblly fir tùj.)~ iires .1 :î.Ii.I* Cliii firbt
îIncCini,; iii i'cîruiy îi xi A id t'ài C,.îîs if ?

ter rcVisiig titerro?, siinhl Seîîd the 5ani- 10 proîvincial
Ai.szanibhes, il) b.~ transositted t,, Presu>ytorîcs tlîat by
tlicir fkirfli -r coîusideratioîî the înaier înay bc fully
jîrepared to the si.xt Assemnbly ; and! because sonie
plsaines ini that paraphrase sent froui Engl.ind rire
comiposc in verses whîcli do tnt agrec %vitii the coin-
niaiS tunes, thierefore it is reconiinciidrd îlîat these
psaliincs bc turnet! into ailier vcwss whiich niny agre
il) th,; cominon tuners, iliat is, li-tviiirz th first line of
ciguit syllables aid tige scekcn i: or six, tlait Sn bath
versions being tog.etiier, use iisay lus mils4 of Pitlier of
tlîrni An îcongre..euiiist as siali lit funîid conventcoitî."-

Tis~ cnîlininiuY, rerf ir:npl tiiC tue' a5:lh,,npd
tliand Lige q7ciîî'r:d .\ - iibvy i t; j, sent tige

ver.sion %vitia its çirrcî,cîs anul ;ltc.ratio, i n-ide
îéjî.n I it u Ilrs~ tcris at il.(' i îîiv c-Irt!.iIly

revîse unîd exaine tie saiec, aiii! tiurcater senil

thin with tiAcir corrections ta the Commission of
this Aescmbly ta o ppointed for publick afluiresI


