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BREEDERS' flEPARTIENT.

U1K8OUNDNESS IN BREEDING ANIMALS.
9W often do we hiear the expression
used in regard to some stock animal:

Uc H must get good stock, because
lie is descended front pure biood>"
or is IlthoroughI-bred." Yet tic very

purity of the animal's blood may niake lîjîn
anything but desirable to brecd front, in
consequence of some unsoundness or def'ect
in his organization, tlîat will be more iikely
to bo perpetuated in lus stock than a situilar
defeet would be in soute less pure-bred ani-

Why do we value a pure-blooded animali?
Simply because wèe oan depond upon the pro-
geny of that animal being truc to its kind,
or like its ancestors,-the, very reason, one
wouid suppose, wlîy we sliould niot breed
froun agfood.blooded an imial tlîat is defective,
cither znaturaliy, or by accidentai causes.
Ignorance of the great influence these Iast-
naîned causes exert upon succeedinggýene-
rations lias been a great drawback upon
succssful brecding, and lias givon us famni-
lies of animais auîiong 'vhoni soundiuess is the
exception radier than the rule.

I have seen a breedor of celcbrity coup1linC
a mare and a horse that were botli sprun
in tue kneos, and be surpriscd tlîat the pro-
duce slîould 'be foaled w'ith the saine defeot,
when the sire and dans. were froin s0 good
biood. Thiis foal neyer recovered frorn this
but becam-e so weak ini the liimbs as to bring
oilly five dollars m-licn two years old, and at
that was a bard bargain to the purcliaser.
Bothi sire and dami in this instance had bc-
cone unsound front liard usage.

.Anothcr case tliat camne utîder mny obser-
vation, proved this influence of accidentai
injury very strongly. A cow soon after calv-
in, reeeived aii injury tlîat dcstroyed tic
use of one teat, or one-fourtli of lier bag.
Uer next calf was a licifer, wliicli :mftcr ecalv-
ing lier first caîf, proved to have prccisely
the sane portion of lier bagafin dasle
dani, giving b ut very lite inafront asbe
frolni the first, and losing entircly, finally.

Sucli defeets do not alivays appear in the
second genteration, but are very apt to in
succeeding oncs; and mnany instances c:in be
reiuiemibcrcd ivlîre tlîey have appcared many
geacrations after, tlîe sanie as sonie taint
in the blood nay lie dornant tbrougli nîany
generations, Ibutbecomci active and finally
appear in an unwelcoine forin by the pr~o-

duction of an animal witlî strong likeîîcss to
tic stock f'ront whichi tic taint camne. It is
iniportant thiat breeding animais should be
wcll bred, lîaving tlîcir cliaracteristies so
fixed in their blood that they niay produce,
their valuable qualities, but quite as impor-
tant that thcy slîould bc free from. unsound-
ness or defeets. In no way wvilI blood be
more sure to tel, tlîan in transnîitting the
undesgirable qualitios, if tlîey are possessed
by sire or dam. Tîmat blood only is valua-
bic tlîat comes tbrough a sound, perfect sys-
tem, not that which flows througrli a de-
formed or vitiated one--Boston Ctiliveiloor.

SPAYING COWS.

~Il follow'ing article on "Spaying

(jCows " is taken fromt a numtber of
tI e New En-daîid l'armer. furnislîod

bya correspondent of that useful
'~Journal for the benefit of its readers.

We have not lîcard of' any of our farmiiers
spaying (oastrating) tlieir cows; but if any
of tieuin have tried the experinient, we shahl
feel mnucli obliýged if tlicy -will acquaint, us
witlî tue resuit: -

Tl have iii my herd 13 cows wlîich have
at differeîît tiies been subjcct to this opera-
tion for the put-pose of rcndering theni por-
manient milkcrs. Sufficient tine, lias iot

yot clapsed to enable nie to learn iwhîetlicr
ail the advan tages whiich whichi are proiniscd
as tic resuits ospaying ~ilfollow, suoli as
a durationi of nilking, fattening, etc.

I w ili, however, lay the miatter bef'orc
your rendors, and lot thein judgc for thiein-
iselves, wvhthier it is for thîcir advantzigc, to
have tîmeir eows spayed ' or lot tîmon reinaimi
bearing calves, as is time usual eustoin. 0f
course thmis will depend on -tho purposes for
which cows arce pt. wlm'thcer for milk, but-
ter and clîce alono or for raisin-, stock.

1,It. is now a ycar siuîce the first thîrc cows
wcre spayed, one in July, and four in Oc-
tober last. and fivo on the 111h of the pro-
sent mionth, The ages of these cows vary
froin five to tîmirtoon years, and lu cvory
instance thie youngor tue cow, and the
greater lier natural imuhking qualities, the
mnore favorable have licou th e rosuits. Tlîey
have ail continuod to give an unin terrupted
Iyield o? nilk, varying witlî tic scason aumd
succulcncy nnd rielincss of food. A shiglît
imaprovement, in tue quality o? the food
inuîediately incronases tic quantity of nîilk.
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