THE GROCERY TRADE.

THE CURRANT SITUATION,

Lrivate mall advices from Patis,
rirecce, under dJdate of June 10, state
that a continued flrm maries exisis
for currants at the highest prlces
touched, and that a  conslderadle
hustness g been dune for shipment
to Australla, Amerlea and .the Caon-
tinent, The total shipmenits o June
10 have aggregated 32200 tons to
great Britaln, 5,112 tons to the United
States and Canada, 3470 tons to Aus-
tralla, 120 tons to France, ami 4,860
tons to the Continent. ‘Che tolnl ship-
ments frem Greece for the season (o
May 31, VN0, compare ar follows with
ihe total shipments to the end of the
<eason of 18K :—

‘Fo end of

1o May 31, season,

1900, A,

Tous, ‘Tons.
tireat Nritaln., .. .. .. 60,427 61,407
1.8, and Canada . 18,0 17,846
Austraiina .. .. R O] 8,741
FRatee oo oo oo oo 00 o0 3033 4,041
Continent.oe .. .. o... 32,605 a3,520
Total .. .. .. oo L7022 124,623

Oon June 10 the avallable mtocks in
Greece were placed at not exceeding
1.000 tons, In regard to the new crop,
roports officially published from «ll
quanters are favorable, The dmunage
Jdone by peronosporos dn some Isolated
cases I8 insignificant. The ralny and
roo] weather that prevalled during the
tast fortnizht or Vhree weeks has not
apparenitly been injurlous to the fruit
and the crop promises to be a gowl
middling one as to the vvlume and ac-
ceptable as o quality.

Maltl advices from T.ondon under
Jate of June 22 say : Notwithptanding
the fact ¢hat clearunces  have con-
tinued good and the general position
of the artlcle therefore unchanged,
1rices during the early psirt of the
week were frregular, owing to the ac-
tlon of & few of the lighter holders,
who wished to clear thelr remaining
stocks and close thelr books for the
sason, ‘The recedpt of telegrams from
Greece hiating at dumage to the grow-
g frudt owing to continuous rain, nok
only arrested the decline, but had the
effect of restoring prices <o the level
of those ruling at the commencement
of the week, and the uwirket cloges
firm and steady. At present  prices,
Vostizza and Panarit] fruit show the
vest vnlue and are naturally in falr
demand,  Market values : Provincial,
2% o Hs: Patras, 35s to d7s: Gulf,
253 to 37s; Vostizza, dis to 428,

GROCERY TRADFE NOTES.

Lemons advanced $1 per case at
Toronta last week.

Cuble advices from Barbadocs stute
that all the new crop molasses has
been sold.

Advices from the cast say that all
recent quotations on pepper have heen
firmer and that there may be some
advances. *

The Ontario canned vegetable mar-
ket 18 unsettled owing to price cutting
on the part of certain wholesale
houses.

Tatest advlces recelved from south-
sastern Texas report that the rvecent
showers have fmproved the rice crop
prospects.

New pack canned strawberrles were
selling In round lots at Montreal last
week at $1.50 for preserved and $1.33
for syrup goods.

Letters from Messina say that re-
ports of damage to crop of fitherts
were exaggerated, and with a  large
spot supply that market shows an eas-
fer tendency.

The New York sugar market was in
a Jecldedly quiet condition last week
owing to the fact that refineries were
closed down for & few days due to
the heat. Prices ruled steady.

Mall advices from London reporting
Jn Valencla ralsins state :—‘“Advices
are highly satlsfactory, the vines nev-
er appearing In & more healthy condl-
tion, and in the Pedregues districts,
which usually produce the finest frult,
the prospects of an abundant yield
were never better. This state of af-
fairs is causing holders to be more
anxinus to dispose of their old frult
and quarter boxes of good sclected
quality are offerlng at 24s, showing n»
decline of several shilllngs. Very little
definite information has been received
as (o the coming crop of sultanas and
latest news polnts to amuch smaller
slell than for many years."

In connection with currants the Hills

THE COMMERCIAL.

Bros. Cao., of New York, have the fol-
Jowing to say: “Buslness durlng the
week has beett quite satiafactory as
to volume, considering the season of
the year through which we are now
passing.  ‘“The market holds flrm at
unchanged quotations, Our advices
trom Incland note A brisk demand
in the Liverpool market, and satisfac-
tory clearances are reported fromn Lone
don, The market in Greece Is une
changed, at about the parity of prices
here, and p .sent stocks held there
are estimated at between TO0 and KO0
tony. Inasmuch as Holland and Ger-
siany continue buying in Greece, it 38
probable that the bulk of the remain-
ing stocks will be worked off to these
countries. With regard to the new
crop, it appears that there has been
more or less rainy weather, hut no
damige thus far has been done.  Most
exporters estimate & moderate  crop,
and all agree that the quality will be
excellent.”

Hardware Trade Notes.

Parls green has advanced e
pound ., eastern markets and s very
searce.

Linseed ol advanced another 3¢ per
gallon at Montreal last week owing to
the strong tone of the market In ling-
land,

The Canadian ‘White Lead assocla-
tion met in Montreal on June 28, and
decided to continue the present price
of lead. A adlscussion took pliuce as to
advisability of establishing a Canadian
white lead corroding and red tead
works bhut no actlon was taken.

Thirty-one fron pump manufacturers
ot the United States have organized
an association for the purpose of resu-
lating prloes.  The factorles represent-
ed proluce Y0 per cent. of the coun-
try's output. An advance of 10 per
cent. was made in prices on July 1.

THE DRY GOODS TRADE,

COTTON GOODS FIRM.

The advance in the prices of cotton
roods on the other slde of the lne
continues to strengthen the Canadian
markets, A feature of the market thia
week was the advance fn prices of
American cotton goods oftering here,
which had done sv much to upset the
calemanions of the Canadian miils, An
agent for Amedean goods who had
been soljolting orders from the local
trade this week reovived instructions
to advance all his lines Y per yard,
‘I'his resulted in withdrawing the
roods from the Canadian markets, be-
cause with an advance of Yc (U way
tmpossible to meet the prices of the
Canadian ills.  Canadian manufac-
turers, as stated In this column last
week, have Meen gradually tlrming up
thelr prices, and are not now tuaking
orders at the prices quoted three
weoks ago. They have not completely
restored priovs to the list they fssuwed
at the beginning of the season, but
they are gradually drawing all lines to
that basis, and in the meantime ovn-
tinues indifferent about booking furth-
er urders at current  prices,—Toronto
Globe.

DRY GOODS TRADE NOTES.

Wholesale houses have been looking
for an advance in the price of shont
lengths of spool.

An advance n the prices of lino-
leum, 1oor, <able and atlied ollcdoths is
among the possibllities of the near
future,

Cables from Calcuta  say: *“Jute
crop estimated at M to 97 per cent”
*“faking all factors into consideration,
some decdnes may be looked Yor
gunnies. ' The esthnates of the jute
orop places it very close to u 1t anna
or “bumper crop.”

There has already been an advance
of 25¢ to H0c a pound in  raw  silk,
without any appreclable change in the
price position of goods. OManchesters
are better employed than at aay time
in a year or more, yet nefthor this im-
provement anor ¢he radical advance in
raw materia]l prices warrant them in
abeumulating stocks.

Cabke reports from Lyons state ¢he
market has been active, with an up-
ward tendency. Cevennes extira, it 18
thought, can still be purchased at
francs 0l%; premier ondinary, francs
44%; Pledmont extra, francs 454,
and Messina, extra, franes $0%. Crop
In Europe will be small. Cocoon mar-
Kets very animated and prices steadily
rising. The Canton market is etated
to have advanced in consequence of
European and American purchase.
?ﬁ‘& melers very firm and offening

pos
'

THE LUMBER TRADE.

HARDWOODS.

The hardwoud trede continues very
much In the dumps as fur as this mar-
ket Is concerned and to a greater ov
lesy extent all over the country, For
several menths past hardwood men
have vatslyv endeavored to find out the
reason for the Jemoralizing conditions
that have ex stet and while varfous
explanations o e offered none scem to
Nt the case ex. (tly. One man who is
Probably as go ¢ aa authority as any
In the trade aays that white the vole
ume of bLusiness I8 satisfactory cuvugh,
the low prices ars caused by un over-
weentng anxiety on the part of the
holders to dispose of thelr lumber,
Dealery are not satisfied to sit sl
and see any body else selllng to thelr
old customers, bhut must needs rush
fnto the market and make the sale re-
gardless of price. They are here to
do business und propose to do it even
?‘tn sacrifice of thele stock and pro-

Meanwhlle conditions are fuvorable
for better prices, batter demand, hade
ly broken stock.. d general prosper-
fty in the harawe)d Industry. \When
ono looks about au.d sees the enormous
quantities of hardwood lumber that
are dalty Lelng consumed: when he
observes the activity existing in .the
manufacture of agricultural  lmples
ments, raijlway cars, furanfture, wag-
ong, Interlor finish and in nearly every
other sort of woodworking Industry,
when ho comsiders that there Is no
great surplus of  dry hardwuods in
stock, he may well wonder why it is
that holders are fairly striving to out-
do cach other in getting the lowest
possible price for thelr product.

There are not wanting those who
predict with a  conslderable show of
confldence that within the next month
or two the prosperity vislble n other
channels of the lumber trade will be
reflected In hardwouds, This Is by no
means an unreasonable idea, but there
are so many others who are disap-
pointed over the demoralized condition
of the business, when they had anti-
cipated an entirely different state of
affairs, that they are not expecting
any ecarly bettermen. of the market
and probably a najority of the trade
is taking this pessimistie view. The
contingency of & great activity In the
hardwood trade this fall with a rve-
sultant improvement in prices s not
S0 remote, however, but that there are
many well posted authorities who are
confldently looking forward to i, hee
Heving it to be justified by ail the sur-
rounding condftions.—American J.um-
bermart.

LUMBER TRADE NOTES,
Reports regarding  hardwood from

the south are to the effect that dhe
markets are mostly quiet. Price

cutting {s going on in many quarters.

Shingles are in big demand and
higher prices fn United States mare
kets,  Red cedar shingles are ag high
as §2.60 Minncapolis, with prospects
of stih higher prices.

Sash and door business d¢n the
Northwest States is unusually good.
Prices hold firm and there are no im-
mediate prospects of any changes.
AMany factorles are behind with their
orders.

The white pine lumber manufactur-
crs of the Northwestern Staves hawve
advanced their prices on & number of
lines, No. 1 and 2 boards 10 and 12
inches wide have bLeen advanced 50
cents a thousand. Finishing lumber
has advanced §1 a thousand.

Latest statisties of ¢he lumbdber trade
at  Minneapolis show that the
tradc so far this year has more than
exceeded expeotations and the output
has been in respect o quantity the
largest on record. The total recelpta
of white plae lumber to date <his ycar
have been 57.°65,000 feet.

THE IMPLEMENT TRADE

THE TWINE MARKET.

A striking contrast between two
classes of twine scllers is presented by
conditions now prevajling in the mar-
ket. On the one hand are certiin large
conoerns rigldly adhening to the sea-
son's top price—&% cents, small lots—
yet unable to dellver twine as rapidly
as their trade demands, On the other
hand are smatler houses making con-
cesslons in prices, some of them Issu-
Ing printed quotations at intervals,
<each lower than the onc preceding
which In itself would show, if jt was
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not known to bhe a fact, that they are
obtalning only & meager trade, It
seems to be the rule, with few excep-
tlong, that the houses maintalning the
highest prices are obtajnlng the greats
cr proportion of curretit business, a
condition that never before existed in
the twine market.

The explanation s probably to be
found In these facts: ‘I'hat the cone
cerns seiling at the highest prices sold
g0 large a part of their product early
in the acadon they are still in arrears
on many shipments, that a large por-
tlon of the «urrent business conies
from dealers who prefer the twine sold
by these houses, even at a higher price,
than others are quoting, that many of
the smaller concerns coming late into
the mmrket have fatled to extabiish an
carly trade as the basis for second or-
derg; and that thelr Iate quotations
have not fallen into the hands of deals
ery who require additlonal twine and
who have no preference., All of this Is
the result of extremely low prices
which prevalled for several months
ufter the selling season opened. The
tardy sellers now reallze what they
have all along denfed, that the bulk of
the season’s business was captured by
a few houses during the flve woonths
beginning with October and ending
with Febiuary. .

One new clreular quotation appeared
this week, naming 13, cents as the
price for slaal and stancara In small
lots. Though not stated, it is presum-
ed that the usual discount would ap-
ply on car loads. This price I8 doubt-
less the bottom, and the range {8 from
that  a9p to S small, or &Y
car Toads, The winter wheat
harvest appears to be quite as early as
usual, notwithstanding the c¢old, back-
ward weather of last spring.—~Farm
Implement News, Chicago.

IMPLBMEFNT TRADE NOTES,

A numb2r of the Implement dealers
of Winnipeg are expeoting heads and
ofliclats of the manufacturing conenarns
for which they do bustiess to  vislt
them during cxhibition week, for the
purpose of getting Into closer touch
with the trade hepa,

It _appears that ¢he deal for con-
solldating the plow business of the
United States Is fal¥Mng through. The
option on the plant of the Moline Plow
Company explred on July 1 without
the necesgary cash payment of S50,
tKK) having been made. Thig com-
pany’'s officials are sald to be pleased.

Sponges Becoming Scarce,

“Now York sponge dealers are
wondering what I8 going to become of
their  business,” declarex the New
York Tribunc, “The supply of sponges
is not Increasing, while che demand is
srowing larger every year. Pive
years ago the price of sponges began
1o 50 up, and this seassa’s quotations
show a rise of nearly 100 per cent.
aver the prices of 1895 and 1846, Many
varieties cost tho buyers on the figh-
ing grounds mwore to-day than they
formerly sold for in local markets. A
ounstantly Increasing demand for
sponges and a stationary yield has put
prices to a point where wholesalers
ure at their wits’ end to make a pro-
fit.  The competition between buyers
at the flshing grounds has become
almost  ruinous. Many  dealers,
especially $n England, are introducing
torelgn substances into thelr sponges
in order to make a greatr profit.
‘I'hey use molasses and sand or salt to
make them heavier and press  them
1o molds ¢o give them better shape.
There scoms little prospect of develop-
éng new fishing grounds. The last
sponge bad to be discovered was in
British ilonduras. An  Englishman
imported a score of Greek divers to
that field about ¢hree years ago. Only
<wWo are now at work, as the sponges
were of so low a grade that they coulil
only be fmproved by expensive cultl-
vation. The yicld of ‘sheepswonl’ or
tdgh-grade sponges in  the Florlda
grounds has been steadily decreasing
since 1893. In that year 231,000
pounds were marketed. Last vear the
total product welghed 181,000 pounds.
The deficlency has been partly made
up lby. antmcx&oasedln ¢he ylerldr of
£rass’ or rd-grade sponges of from
81,000 o 100,260 pounds.”

Onc little step won't take you far,
You've got to keep on walking;
One word won’t tell just what you are,
You've got to keep on talking:
Once inch won't make you very tall,
You've got to keep on growing:
Onn small ad. won't do It all,
You've got to keep them going.
—\W. H. Black, in Advertising Experl-
ence.



