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zbe Conimetctat
WVINNIPEG, APRIL 24, 1893.

OOh!MagIAL CONVENTION.
A correspondent writes urging that ain effort

bo made te hlal another convention et retill
dealers je Winnipeg at an early date. If iL le
the feading et tho trado that inch a convention
hoe hala, lt could ne doubt lie arrangea te tatto
place duriug exhibition wcek, ln July naxt. A
great many merchents tram DUl parts et tho
ceuntry will bo lit the city during the exhibi.
tien, and a convention et business mon &boula
prove an additional attraction. Thore are
many trade tapices whiohi coula. ho diecussed
to avantae. The discussion of questions cf
interet te tho trade et tho country should
hcofe great benefit te marchants, aven though
ne defluito course et action ehould bo doid
ed upon. Discussion drawa ont and develops
ideas, and those taking pirt or listening te a
discussion cf trade questions wlI get their
ideais brighteiied up, and will ho made botter
business mati thareby. The firat commercial
convention held je WVinnipeg some Lime aigo
wvon a auces in point cf attendance, je the le-
tarest displayed ie the mevement, and alsço in
the very feui and instructive discussions wleich
took plâce upon the leadieg questions et inter.
est affecting tho trade. If this mevement had
been tollowed op, it je qoite reasionable te bie-
liove that the trade et the country would hae
upan a better footing to*da). If merchants
tlsroughout the country would show their de.
sire for a convention, Tiis CGNIMastczÂL Witt do
what Et can te make iL a success. Tho Winni.
peg exhibition takes place frein July 17 ta 22,
and iL je net tao soon te begin preparatiens, If
there je a desire for a convention le exhibition
wcek.

WHEAT GROWING IN INDIA,
A great deal bas been writtee abont the

capabilities et India as a wheat country. India
lias by soma bae laoked upon as the great
rival te the wheat growercs et North Atnerica;
white on theoether hand othai' writers have
curne forward with allegcd tants and figures ta
prove that the whcat grewers et America have
vcry littho te tear tram this great B3ritish pos.
session in Asia. Wilder Graham contributes a
piper te the Noilîîceskeri .ifill.'r, ie which ho
discusses the facilities for cereal culture pas.
sessed by India le an interetiug manner. Ne
considers India a formidable compotitor ie the
wheat-growing industry, and a canîpetitor
which will hacome mare formidable in the
course of time, by the introduo *tior of modern
machincry and modern commercial facilitias.

Tho area et the country Es arge, the ragions
moat iuitable for wheat ceverIng an area et
o ver 100,00 square moiles. The ctimatale very
favorable. Two grain crops can bo grown each
ycar; the first grain seasion beginnieg about tho
middleofe June, witli the harvest ie September
aud October. Another erop cau bP iminediate.
ly sovi, which jEs rcady to eut le March and
April.. Tho dry acason tollows 'the seccnd heïr-
vcatn leMarch and April, du.n.h'g which gardon
stuit 1.1 grown ta %aille ex'.ent.

Implement8 et cltivation are very lnterlor.
Tho pleov je a primitive wooden effair, which
eimply rects up tho graund, and doos net hitre,
tho salit. The îîloi casts about forty cents, and
a complot autlt for'ploewlng, incltidlng a yaks
of cattle, plews and fastènings, le werth about
$8 50 in India. Tho Indien oxen aro sald te ho
about onu'hrd te ono-haît tho aieof etur
cathlo. Aftr p!owing, a log or slab of wood le
draggcd sidewaye acrties tho fiold te crash tho
lumps and smnoth tho surface. Seeding le
dette by hand, cithor sprinkle' aloeg the rowe
after tho final plowing, or introducod inte tho
furrow hhraugh a hollow bamiboo rod fastened
te the plow. From 100 te 150 Ibe. par ace
ara sewn. lit sema sections tho %%iioat la
caretully %veedod, antI tho weeda utlllzad as
food fer beth the paopiq and cattie. Irrigation
lias ta ho rosorted to neatly overywhore, hhreo
Limas baing, porhape, the averago number of
fleedings for each crep. Tho niathodes empley*
ed vary considerably with différent localties,
but the proces le usually accomplihhd ut a
cost net oxcceding $2.25 par acre.

About fiva menthe tramn the Lime et seoding,
tîce grain jEs ready for thî reupor. Tho riapar
in a bladte of iran six inches long, oe inch
%vide, and eurved like an eld-fîiehioned alokle.
The straw je eut handfal by hanndful, and laid
asido by the harvesher, who sits upin is heole
and meves himselt tarward wlth a peoullar
wadàlo, quite comical, to the observer. About
one*Lwelfth et an acre par day is lits stiet, ter
wivhlb hoe recaives 5c. without board. A Moeter
follows this primitive reapar and gathora the
grain jeta sheaves, mach like aur own. Thesot
are shocked and areaellowed ta stand a day or
tac befora tboy are carted ta tho tbroishing fluer.

Perbaps, says tho writer, at ne ehage et tha
cntire process je thero a greater differenco le
pro:edure batweee the wheat grawer et Amer-
10e and India than le the threehlug. Ie the
centre et a bit of hard graunt a stake le driven,
around wvhich le pilad tho grain. A raipe et-
taches the stako ho tho borne et the cattle,
which are then driven aroued until tho shrsw
je transplcd fine, ieta, what le termed <'bhoDsa,"'
which la the principal food for the cattle. To
any ether procees the natives vigorouely ebjeet,
claiming that tho atraw muet net oely hae eut,
but flattaeed, jest, as this method doasIt twhich
our zna.hinery wiIl net de), te geL the greahest
food vaIne tram IL Thora e inteo much force,
in titis objection ta hoe easlly evercomo, and it
ie not probable that threshing machines wll
ho successfully ietraduced until sema such do.
vices as the silo have beeu firmly and widely as.
tabliBlhed.

After the tramking procs in comploed the
"hhboosa" in winnowed,.by alIowing iL te drap
froea a sort ai basket scoop boforo the wind.
This sapÂtrates the chaif tram tho grain. The
former' Es gahhered jeta hies and ted eut very
caretully;' the latter either plçàced at once upon
the market or huried le a hole te await hlghor
pricas. Very littIe et tho wheat li caten by
the people Lîxemeelvos, as IL la toc expansive
for ordieary use. The wveads and coareer
grains fiîreish the native wvith lite, leavlng iL
for tho wbeah te turnieh hlm with moeoy or
the necessities thait muet ho pur.cbased.

The ceet et raising an acre et wlicat ia put at
the following:

Rent par acre ............. $3 60
Càrtigo of mai.uro .. ........ 1 20
150 pounide oftced ........... 1 65
l'lowlng twoflty times .. ...... 75

Soiwlng by hand ..... ...... 15
Watoring threo Uions.... .. ..... ... 2 25
Reaping amd catrying ..... ........... 60
Throshlng ......................... 35
WVlnnow1ng ......... .. ..... ....... 07

Total......... ............... $10 62
Une good ire igated taud the average yield la

17 busea le r acre, and 10 or Il on dry lands,
%vdt, however, niay lio had for muoh lens
rente. The average prico e 68cig, whiob brings
the returai frram tho acre cf wvhcat to $11.56
ami the btraw te $1, or $14.56 in aIl. This
leàvee a profit cf $3.91 per acre. Tho expenme,
iixowver, as estlmated, includes tho work ef the
fermer himelf.

A large proportion cf tho wheat ralsed la
threwn upon the fereign markets, whoe Et
corntes In cempotitien witb or ewn, for tho
averago native je toa poor ta ue it himself, ox.
copt au an occasional lnixury. Net se very long
ago, however, ho could net afford te eend It
awvay, on accouet of tho high freigbt rates,
ceeeequently what littlo was raisod was usod
tor local coneumption, or, rather, ne more could
bc raised thati coula ho dis posed of Imcsly.
At that tîmo an ex carL would haut 12,400
pouinds, or 40 bushels, 12 moiles, or une day'8
drive, for 40 cents-i cent par buehel. From
Cawnpoor te Calcutta lEs 684 miles, and the
traneportation alone made the wheat werth 57
conte par buahel at the latter place.

Tho introduction of the railway inte India
hias changed, aIl this, and made the pricoe
et wheat depcnd upon tho price in foreige
miarkets.

EXPERIM1ENTAL FARING AT IMAlIN
HEAD,

The recetit annual report of laet year's work,
in conneetion with the Dominion syetem et
experimeetal tarmne, containe a report treim the
tartn at Indian Head, Assiniboia Territary.
Thie fart a le charge et A. NMackay, superin-
tondent. It je tho only experimeetal termn in
the territories, and tho report regarding the
work donc there will interat a large number
et aur readers. Tho season at Indian Head le
described ns a favorable one, though the spring
wvas backward.

Forty.eiglit varitias et wheat wero eewe on
the fta laut season, besides six varities of
cross.brcd wheats, cosses between Ladoga and
red and whito fyfe. Tests et early and lato
sowlug were made by sowieg plots et whaat
every wveek freont April 35 ta May 20. The
biaitrenulte were ohtaieed tram the plete sownlate
le April and early ini May. Thie corresponds
svith the experienceofe the previeus year, the
early sowe grain having beeu thieeed by.late
sovere freetst. Ie this test it je worthy ef note
that tîje lus owing: et Camphiell'a White Chaif
wheat, eown an May 20, waa ripe tour days
earlier than the firat plot sown, an April 15.
So aie in tho case et reil tyfe, tho plots eown
an April 15, April 22 and April 29, were nat
ripe any soutier than the plats aown on May.20.
This reouit dons net correspond with the ex.


