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00MMERGIAL CONVENTION.

A correspondent writes urging that an effort
be made to hold another convention of retail
dealers in Winnipog at an carly date, If itis
the feeling of the trade that such a couvention
be held, it could no doubt he arranged to take
place duriug exhibition week, in July next. A
great many merchants from all parts of the
country will bo in the city during the exhibi-
tion, and a convention of business men should
prove an additional attraction. There aro
many trade topics which could be discussed
to advantage. The discussion of questions of
intereat to tho trade of the country should
bo of great benefit to merchants, even though
no definite course of action should be decid
ed upon. Discussion draws out and develops
idens, and those taking part or listening toa
discussion of trade questions wul get their
idean brightened up, and will be made better
business men thereby. The first commercial
convention held in Winnipeg some time ago
was a success in point of attendance, in the in.
terest displayed in the movement, and algo in
the vory full and instractive discussions which
took place upon the leading questions of inter.
ost affecting the trade. If this movement had
boen followed ap, it is quite reasonable to be-
licve that the trade of the country would be
upon a better footing to-day. If merchants
throughout the country would show their de-
sire for a convention, Titg CoMugreraL will do
what it can to make it a success. The Winni-
peg exhibition takes place from July 17 to 22,
and it is not too soon to begin preparations, if
thero is a desire for a convention in exhibition
week.

WHEAT GROWING IN INDIA

A great deal has been written about the
capabilities of India a8 a wheat conntry. India
has by some been looked upon us the great
rival to the wheat growers of North Auwerica;
while on the other hand other writers have
come forward with alleged facts and figures to
prove that the wheat growers of America have
very little to fear from this groat British pos.
gession in Asia. Wilder Graham contributes a
paper to the Noithwestern Ifiller, in which he
discusses the facilities for cereal culture pos.
sessed by India in an interesting manner. He
considers India a formidable competitor in the
wheet-growing industry, and & competitor
which will become more formidable in the
course of time, by the introductior of modern
machinery and modera commercial facilities.

The area of the country is !arge, the regions
most suitable for wheat covering anm area of
over 100,000 square miles. The climate is very
favorable. Two grain crops can be grown each
year; the firat grain scason beginning about the
middle of June, with the harvest in September
aud Ootober. Another crop can bs immediate-
ly sowa, which is ready to cut in March and
April.  Tho dry scason follows the seccnd har-
veat in March and April, during which garden
stuff 4 grown to somo oxtent. .

Implements of cultivation are vory inferior,
Tho plow is a primitive wooden affair, which
simply roots up the ground, and docs not turn
thesoil. Tho plow coats about forty conts, and
a complote outflt for plowing, including n yoke
of cattlo, plows and fastenings, is worth about
§8 50 in India. The Indian oxen aro said to be
about one-third to ono-half tho sixo of our
cattlo. Aftor plowing, a log or alab of wood is
dragged sideways acro3s tho field to crush the
lumps and smooth the surface. Sceding is
done by hand, cither aprinkled along the rows
after tho final plowing, or introduced iuto the
furrow through a hollow bamboo rod fastencd
to the plow. From 100 to 150 lbs. por acro
are sown. In some sections tho whoat is
carefully weeded, and the weeds utilized aw
food for both the peopls and cattle. Irrigation
has to bo resorted to nearly everywhoro, threo
times being, perhaps, the average numbor of
floodings for each crop. The miethods employ-
ed vary considerably with different localities,
but the process is usually accomplished uta
cost not exceeding $2.25 por acre,

About five months from the time of seeding,
the grain is ready for the reaper. Tho reaper
isa blade of iron six inches long, one inch
wide, and curved like an old-fashioned sickle,
The straw is cut handful by handful, and laid
aside by the harvester, who sits upsn his heols
aod moves himself forward with a peoculiar
waddle, quite comical to the observer.  About
one-twelfth of an acre per day is his stint, for
whicb he receives 5c. without board. A binder
follows this primitive reaper and gathora the
grain into sheaves, much like our own. Theso
are shockod and ave allowed to stand a day or
too befora they are carted to the threshing floor,

Porhaps, says the writer, at no atage of the
cntire process is there a greater difference in
prozedure between the wheat grower of Amer-
ica and India than in the threshiug. In the
centre of a bit of hard ground a stake is driven,
around which is piled the grain. A rope at.
taches the stake to the horns of the cattle,
which are then driven around until tho straw
is trampled fine, into what is termed “*bhooss,”
which is the principal food for the cattle. To
any other process the natives vigorously object,
claiming that the etraw must not only be cut,
but flattened, jast as this method does it (which
our machinery will not do), to get tho greatest
food value from it. There is too much force.
in this objection to be easily overcomo, und it
is not probable that threshing machines will
be succesafully introduced uatil some such de-
vices as the silo have been firmly and widely os.
tablished, -

After the tramping process is completed the
“‘bhoosa” is winunowed,.by allowing it to dvop
from a sort of basket scoop before the wiad.
This separates the chaff from the grain, The
former is gatbered into bius and fed out very
carefully: the latter either placed at onco upon
the market or buried in a hole to await higher
prices.  Very little of tho wheat i3 caten by
the poople themselves, az it is too oxpensive
for ordinary ase, The weods and coarser
graing faraish the native with lifo, leaving it
for the wheat to furnish him with money or
tho necessities that must bo purchased.

The coat of raising an acro of wheat is put at
the following :—

Ront per aor6.ieeesieee cuviens .. § 60
Cartago of muure... .... ceriererenees 120
160 pounds of seed...... .voeeersnvnoes 165
Plowloy twenty times,.. ............ 76

Sowing by hand.... .... ....
Watoring three times.... .. ..... ..

2 25
Reaping and carrying..... veees 60
Throshing,, ...vvviviiinsee cvnveesee 35
Winnowing .ov.vvve vo v oveen wenen, 07

Total, ..cvvvnnnn oo eeenaes oo $10 62

On good irtigated laud the average yield is
17 bushels per uacre, and 10 or 11 on dry lands,
which, however, may be had for much less
ronts. The average prico is 08¢, which brings
tho returns from tho acre of wheat to $11.56
and the straw to 83, or 814.56 in all. This
leaves a profit of $3.94 per acre. Tho expense,
nowever, as estimated, includes tho work of the
farmer himsell.

A large proportion of the wheat raised is
thrown upon the foreign moarkets, where it
comes in competition with our own, for the
average native is too poor to use it himself, ex-
copt as an oceasional luxury, Not so very long
ago, howover, he could not afford to send it
away, on accouat of the high freight rates,
consequently what little was raised was used
for local consumption, or, rather, no more could
bo raised thaa could be disposed of locally.
At that time an ox cart would haul 2,400
pounds, or 40 bushels, 12 miles, or one day’s
drive, for 40 cents—1 cont psr bushel., From
Cawnpoor to Calcuita is (84 miles, and the
transportation alonc made the wheat worth 57
conts per bushel at the latter place.

The introduction of the railway into India
has changed all this, and made the price
of wheat depend upon the price in foreign
markets.

BXPERIMENTAL FARMING AT INDIAN
HEAD,

The receut annual report of last year’s work,
in conuection with the Dominion system of
exporimental farms, contains a report from the
farm at Indian Head, Assiniboia Territory.
This farm is in charge of A. Mackay, superin-
tendent. Itisthe only experimental farm in
the territories, and tho report regarding the
work done there will interzst a large number
of our readers. The season at Indian Head is
described as a favorable one, though the spring
was backward,

Forty-cight varities of wheat were sown on
the farm last scason, besides six varities of
cross-bred wheats, crosses between Ladoga and
red and white fyfe, Tests of early and late
gsowing were made by sowing plots of wheat
every week from April 15 to May 20, The
best results weraobtained from theplotssownlate
in April and carly in May. This corresponds
with tho experience of the provious year, the
early sown grain having beou thinned by late
sovere froats. In this test it is worthy of note
that the last sowing of Camphell's White Chaff
wheat, sown on May 20, was ripe four days
carlier than the first plot sown, on Aprills.
So algo in the case of red fyfe, tho plots sown
on April 15, April 22 and April 29, were not
ripe any sooner than the plots sown on May.20,
‘This rosult does not correspond with the ex-




