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EE RURAL MAIL DELIVERY.
ads might do well to take up
question of rural free delivery of
5. The time has come when it Is
duty of the government to study
interests of those who produce the
ith of the country before almost
ry ocher interest, and in Canada
greatest  wealth producers are,
ever will be, the farmers. There
been a great deal sald in recent
out the tendency of popula-
to drift into the cities, the effect
hich has been to produce terrible
terrible suffering and ter-
waste of energy. The reason for
ncy is not far to seek. The
Ing for novelty, excitement and
sement which is one of the phe-
of our time, has induced
itudes of  people to forsake the
with its quietness and monotony
the cities and thelr ceascless round
ctivity.  The facilities for profit,
ure and  amusement have not
iplied with the farmer so rapidly
Ith his city brother; and discon-
has been the result.  President
evelt sald in effect in @ recent
h that the nation which can keep
people upon their own farms is
lon which will attain to the
test measure of prosperity. If this
ue. and the statement looks like
which can hardly be challenged, it
the duty of the government
udy the business of keeping the
e upon the land. Anything which
10 serve that end should be a
measure.  Considerable financial
fice would even be justified In the

rs

estion,

im-
of country roads, exten-
cetric rallways into rural

and numerous other schemes
Ing advocated for the Improve-
of (he farmer's lot. Rural de-
of walls might well be added to
list In tho United States this
Iready been inaugurated with
satsfactory results, Already
1300 carriers are employed in

will be sufficlent to
he service for all of that
¥. 8o far the service there
an experimental one, and
%L lhe country a large sum of
over and above the revenue
i but the postal authorities are
Akl over the scheme, and
Predi t that In a few years the

Wil become a source of re-

VWhen the subject was first
0 In Congress it was ridiculed
nderined as impracticable, That
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was In 1803, In 1804 Congress appro-
priated $10,000 to enable the postmas-
ter-general to experiment, but that of-
ficlal refused to expend the money as
he thought that It would be wasted
In 18685, 320,000 was appropriated by
Congress, but again the postmaster
general cefused to act, and It was
only in 1806, when $40,000 was ap-
propriated, that he consented under
protest to take up the scheme. In
that year 44 routes were selected in
20 States, and the work began. In
nearly every case the rout's seemed
to have been expressly hosen for
thelr unfavorable features in order
that the views of the postmaster-gen-
eral might be vindicated; yet in spite
of this fact the service gave such sat-
Isfaction to the people that the de-
mand for ts continuance became fm-
perative. In 1897 further extensions
were made, and an official who had
sympathy with the idea was placed In
charge. Since then the system has
grown amazingly, thanks to generous
grants from Congress,

Among cther ideas which have been
successfully experimented with s a
postoffice on wheels. For this purpose

RECENT RAILWAY DEVELOP-
MENTS.

Judging by the amount of attention
which the Canadian Pacific Rallway
Company is receiving from the finan-
clal papers of the United States in
connection with its Interest in the
orthern  Securities Company case,
the Influence of the big Canadian road
in securing the recent legal decision
against the Securities Company must
have been considerable. It is plainly
in well informed cire that
President Hill feels very sore over the
defeat of his pet project and that he
blames the Canadian Pacific people
for it. Of course, the credit or biame,
which ever ft may be, can only in-
directly belong to any private interest
as the national government was the
real prosecutor in the case, but at
the same time it is quite probable
that private influence had something
to do with the proceedings being un-
dertaken in the first place,

As a result of the bad feeling which
Is sald to have been engendered by
this case between the powerful fac-
tions which are behind these great

stated
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& wagon was bullt and fitted up with
@ full postal outfit. This proved re
markably successful, even from a
financlal point of view. Tt cost $1,375
per year, and saved, through the abol-
Ishment of four small post offices, §1,-
G0 per year. Within a few months
or this treial 133 applications were re-
ived from the people for similar
wagons, Other Improvements includ-
ed the carrying of open notes, parcels,
ete. This wagon carrled a driver and
a clerk, who was authorized to do all
the dutles of a local postmaster,

As 1 result of the establishment of
free rural delivery In this way, the
postal department now reports that
4t has greatly increased the volume
of mail from country districts. The
farmers read more and write more,
and spend less time in going too and
from the nearest town or post office
One Missour! farmer reports that dur-
ing the past fifteen years he has
driven 12,000 miles in going after his
mail, all of which travel Is now saved
to him. He states further that since
he can ‘mall his letters by dropping
them In a box at the fence corner he
has written three times as many let-
ters in a given length of time as pre-
viously.

This is the experience with free de-
livery of mall in rural parts where it
has been tried.

It has been estimated that no less
than twenty-five million people an-
mlllly_lﬂ!nd the circuses of America
In one season.

rallway enterprises, it is possible that
there will be o fight for western traf-
fic in the near future. The C. P, R.
has already demonstrated that it can
more than hold its own in any war
over transcontinental business and
the Hill faction have no desire to
again try conclusions at that point,
but they are believed to be now plan-
ning an invasion of the rich preserves
of the C. P. R. in the prairie coun.ry
of the west, and they hope to get into
position in this way to compete with
their great northern rival. It is be-
lleved that if the necessary charters
can be secured the Northern Pacific
road will again tap Canadlan terri-
tory extensively at an early date.

As an offset to this little plan, it
is announced that the “Soo” road,
which is controlled by the C, P, R,
will this year commence the construc-
tlon of an extensive system or
branches in North and South Dakota,
which will cut into some of the richest
traffic districts of the Hill lines,
Scemething like 1,000 miles of such
feeders will be bullt as expeditiously
as possible. It s more than likeiy
that one of these proposed extensions
will reach far enough to connect with
the Canadian Pacific branch to Gret-
na, at the International boundary,
thus giving connection between Win-
nipeg and St. Paul over exclusive';
C. P. R. lines.

In the Northwestern States the
prospect of such developments as
these is not regarde¢ with distavor,

819

but is louked upon rather as a return
1o competitive raflroad conditions, and
the C. P. R. has gained considerable
prestige with the Dakota farmers, who
feel that they are being squeezed by
the companies which at preent do
their transportation business, It is
not to be supposed that the Canadian
farmers would be displeased either if
another road should puy itself in posi-
tion to compete for a share of their
traffic

THE ALL-CANADIAN ROUTE.

Canndlan routes are beginning to
cut considerable of a figure In the
castward traffic of the territory tri-
butary to the Greit Lakes., Tremen-
dous expenditures of money have been
made to create un all Canadlan route
and tremendous efforts are being
made now to give this expenditure its
proper effect upon the business. There
are those who emphatically predict,
and can give sound reasons for the
faith that is in them, that Canada will
in a very few years reap the benefit
of her enterprise in bullding canals by
taking the traffic by water away from
the United States. The recent remov-
al of all canal tolls by the Dominion
government Is another step in the
direction of securing this trafc. Hon,
R. Prefontaine in speaking on the
subject, states that it is the intention
of the government (o do everything
in its power to secure for Canadian
companies the entire traffic of the
west. The abolition of the tolls, while
involving a considerable sacrifice to
the government 1Is, nevertheless, a
concession which has been cheerfully
made in ord ; to advance the above
purpose. It has been followed by the
announcement that at least one new
fleet of ten vessels will be put upon
the Canadian route this year. Others
will follow as soon as capitalists have
had time to study the situation,

It is confidently stated that with the
tonnage available this year it will be
possible to carry wheat from Fort
Willlam to Kingston for 3.6c per
bushel, and from Kingston to Mont-
real for 1.05c per bushel. This with
the extra lake insurance and charges
at Montreal will bring the total cost
to 6.87c. With a 2¢ rate from Fort
William to Buffalo and the Brfe Canal
and New York terminal charges the
total cost by the United States route
would be 6.68c, which leaves a com-
fortable margin in favor of Canada.
In addition to this favorable balance
In the eastward rate, the fact is
worthy of notice that there 1s now a
considerably larger westbound traffic
available In Canada, which will fur-
nish return cargoes for the vessels
engaged in this trade,

CHICAGO COUNTRY HIDES,

Most of the dealers report fair busi-
ness in nearly all classes of hides. The

buffs and about the same
price for cows, Occasionally a car
sold a trifie higher, due to a special
selection or to the quality of the
hides. Prices of buffs one year ago
same week advanced from % to e
with sales at 8%4c. The principal cause
of the advance then was the possibii-
ity of a great shortage. Cattle were
very high and packer hides were ad-
vancing, but at the present time, no
such conditions confronts the tanners,
but keen competition and the fact that
country dealers appear to be nearly
all strong bellevers in higher prices,
they have not pressed sales. Tanners
therefore \'ave been obliged to pur-
chase as tnelr wants required, which
has forced up prices, some think, be-
yond their value, considering the poor
quality of the hides. Eastern tanners
have n slow to respond to the ad-
vance here and are still refusing to
pay the prices asked by most of the
dealers.—Hlde and Leather, April 24,




