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them giving a vlv furtive glr aco as if they weve suspicious of your motives,
I spea%tl here of thost who nroe continually with the Indians, and from whom
they have inherited this peculiar trait of character; the half-breeds who
have lived amongst the whites aud worked for thom lose to s grest extent
their Indinii watchfulooss, but scldom become as communicative as one
would wish. There is a marked difference between the Frenoh.
English, and Scotsh hulf-breeds. and the character of the white man seoms
to come out in somo vory marked points in the three olasses. Taking them
allin ~!1, Jadian and half breed. they are quite a study to a student of
Neiurs, and not many years will pass over bofore the true Indian will be
oxtinet, nct so much lost through death, but absorbed into the white blood
of the country, and in this way will disappear .

A fact worth noting in connection with this great country, and wluc_h
has not beon often stated, ie, that no rafs nor eenfs have ever made their
appearance, and I have been informed o good authority that it is really the
caso as far as the former individuals aro concerned.

As far as the cente aro concerncd, we aro a people who do not trouble
with triflee, and amongst othor things, it saves tho minister giving an
announceraent of a silver clloction ; prevents the tampering with children's
morals aud behaviour by >ifering them a stick of candy to be good or giving
them a cont net \o ery ; prevents the small boy in the street greeting you
with a ¢ Gi's a cent, sir I thoy'd never think of asking for five; saves your
pookets from wea=iug out; very handy for the acller of goods to oredit him-
self with the difforence in change, this is the privilege the purchaser has to
pay for buying, a duo profit on goods sold is not considered in such affairs
by the shop-keepers ; and if a porson persists in being too nice we can fall
back on cent poetage stamps. A poor mmu though, if he cannot afford to
lay out a quarter at a time for his bread. has to pay through the nose for it ;
a loaf of bread canuot ha sold for less than ten cents, but three tickets will
be given for a quarter,

I wag groatly surprised to meet Mr. Johnson, late bandmaster of the
Flagship, in the streets a few days ago, he is now in charge of the 90th
band, which ho is reorgavizing. Major Guy, also of Halifax, has been here
sud left for Ottawa two duys ago, he is permanootly appointed to the Militia
Depariment at Ottawa. Miss Alexander, late leading soprano singer of
Halifax, has been charming the people here with her voice, she is now lead-
ing singer in the Congregutionatlist Church. 1 had the pleasure of hearing
her lately. The people here are very much taken with Miss Alexander’s
singing, and those who are able to judge say that her voice has been well
trained by a very officiont and firt-class teacher, who I believe, is Mr. S,

Porter, organist of St. Pauls. Yours, &e.,
Scitox,

i)

[For THE cmitio. |
RAMBLING NOTES IN BURMAH.

At the present moment, when Burman affairs ace prominently before the
public, and the annexation of the native State is slmost an accomplished
* Suct, I have thought that sume notes of a short sojourn in that country
(including a trip to Mandalsy) might be of interest to your readers, espe-
cially as, through commercial and missionary enterprize, it is already some-
what familiarly kuown to the prople of Nova Scotia.

War was threatening with Upper Burmah in 1875 (owing to trouble
between our Kason ullies snd the vative ruler) and an expedition (for which
I volunteered). was fitred vut in Mudras. Sailing from this port for Rangoon
(the capital of British Burmah we put in en routs to tho Andaman Islands,
about Lualf-way across 1t 1s the great conviet establishment for India, and
it vas here that a short time before, Lord Mayo had met his death at the
hands of a fanatical conviet  Rolieving a detachmont of the 21st Fusiliers,
we swamed on to the Buimere cost, und, after thres duys of & rough passage,
we left the blue waters of thn Biy 1o plough the muddy element which
marks the entrance of the great Irraswaddy.

Out of the green, waving jungle, which creeps Gown to the shore, all we
can distinguish from tho sea is the golden summit of the far-famed Shoody
Dagoon Najoda (one of the wonders of tho Esstern world) which rears its
head crowned with the jewelladen umbrella high above the shops and
bungalows of tha City of Rangoon. As we pass up the river, we neet ships
of all nutions sseking the port. Junks from China and Japan, and queer
looking craft from Siam, snd Yankeo clippers, with the more lumbering
“ ditchers” from Euiope, bringing in exchange for rice, teak woad and 5ilk,
‘the shoddy cottons and creature comforts of the west. As son 25 we ~,acken
speed, we are surrounded by a shouting crowd of Chinese tostmeu in ssm-
pans, who jostle und punminell esch other, to be first to the ship. Itisa
wonder that, in the tussle, nune of them nr~ swamped. And woe betide the
“hinaman who s eks the deptns of the awift flowing river. No more curry
tnd rice for him ou this side the celestial's paradiso. Later on, many miles
up the ziver, the captain of our transport nearly ended his career, by walk-
ing overboard in his sleep ; the uncalled for bath brought him to 1o time
* to seize a rope havging from the ship’s side, as ho was flying down the stream

at the rate of six nules ap hour. The bodies of those drowned in the river
are 1arely recovered.

The Irrawsdy, in which wo row find .ourselves, forms tho great channel
of communicativy between Upper (native) and Lower (British) Burmak,
running from the Chinese frontier through both countries to the sea. Now
that the whole stream is in our control, itis hoped that the cormmerce of West-

" ern China may find an outlet thiough our land, Trade with China through
this highway has been for yoars tho dream of tho mershants of Rangoon, but
it has hitherto heen blocked by the rapacity and short-sighted policy of the
native ruler at Mandalay., Margaray’s ill-fated expedition—he had been
murdered near Bahmo, just befote we left Madras—had, however, demon-
strated the difficuliies (xs to transport) and dapgers (from savage tribes)

for commeroial relations between Upper Burmah and the Province of Yunin.
A mountsinous region with but few pasees lies between. The land oarrisge
would greatly incresse the ocost of such products as we wounld find, and
this is the lesst productive part of China ; and the same artioles would prob.
ably be procurable mors easily and cheaply at Shanghai or Canton. :

Rangoon presents a pretty pioture from the ses.  Neatly built bungalows
and stores, of toak wood and stone, surrounded by trees, with oocasional

limpses of church spires and pagodas, the whole surmountsd by the famous

hoosy Dagoon. Let us step ashore and make acquaintance with the place.
First, havinga careful eye to our luggsge, for our light fimgered China
friends are not to be trusted, and it is, to put it mildly, unplessant to make
one's first appearsnce in a strange cily, minus an important and unreplace-
able portion of one's outfit. I had an experience of this sort on first land-
ing 1n India. I had gone straight {o Poonan with troops from the ship,
ignorant of the country and its ways, particularly its thriving ways, as any
grifin. Leaving my luggage in charge of a half-oaste apothecary, at the
depot-—he was as black as your boot, but called himself a European, and.the
Government by G. O., Col. orders flatterod him to that extent—I went off
to tho Napier hotel. On calling for my boxes next morning, * they are all
right, sar,” said my Eurssian friend, except what you sent for last night.”
“ But I sent for nothing, lastnight.”” * My servant’—his servant had accom-
panied me to the hotel —* said you did sir, and took the thinge to you.”
On further enquiry, his eervant had disappeared, aud eo had a good los of
luggsge, and Iam glad to say, about 30 rupees of the apothecary’s, whose
knowledge of his countrymen should have made him sharper.

Failing friends to meet us on shore, and extend the right hand of hoapi-
talily io us, we work our way thmugh the odd looking crowd of loafars
who line the pier, and signalling a gharry, drive through the plessantly
shaded streets to the dak bungalow, a sort of rest house, where the weary
are not at rest.

The dak buogalow ! what scenes the name recalls. Visions of inter-
minable oxen-drawn journeys over execrable Indisn roads—journeys in the
middle of sweltering nights, in a cart that a criminal would swear at on the
road to the gallows ; uick, perhaps, parched with thirst, tnd'plniod out, the
dak bungalow our only oasis in the desert of discomfort, though scaut the
rock that government charpoy gives and scant the larder that Ramsawanny
(the government peon) controls. Visions, too, of sport in the old days along
the south coast of Madras, with a pleasant party of friends under reofs
reared by former Princes it tae land, now abanduned as a rest-house to the
woary, or spori-seeking tourist with neighboring bank, paddy field, and:
jungle full of wild fowl, partridge. cnipe, and other game; a hard day’s
sweat through the rice fields, then a plunge in the cooling tank, a jolly din-
ner to follow, well washed down ; a quilt, rubber, and cheroots, preceeding
the well-sarned sleep, under swinging punkah,—ihoso are some of the
offsets io the Indian dak bungalow ; but what have we here?

A wooden hut, built upon piles, reached from the ground by a ricketty
laduer; a swampy compound (angelic gardeu), and a dirty negro in charge,
wlo. at first sound of our approsching footsteps, may be seen obasing a
lotier] fow] around the back yard. Too well we know it, this shouting
or.» wlogical specimen is our prospective, but Qeuing dinner.

L/e enter a squalid, ill-farnithed and moiuldy room, decorated with a
copy of the regulations and tariff, viie frame of which, thanks to the damp,
bas severed vonnection with the p. jer, and lics & heap of sticks upon the
foor. Our luggage is brought in, aud we next proceed to have a bath. We
began by dislodging a scorpion and a frog or two from the towel rack,
attracted hither by the presence of water, and oust a Waudering centipede
from our bath sponge ; then casting s fearful eye upon the house-snaks in
the rafters, kept in lieu of cat, 7nd for the ssmo purposs, we emply
tho refreshing chatties over our }.esd, for though this be what they are
pleased to call the cold season—-thcve is no real cold eanson, it is six months
hot and six months hotter here—the air all day has been souggy and opprse-
sive,and the 000l waters restore some vigor to our enervated frame, T.

(To be continued ).
o
[ror THE ORITIO.]
BRITISH POLICY—IRELAND.

The Lilbers: party in the British House of Commons lacks four ~* 4
majority over both the Tories and Purnelliter, The Irish Home Ruters ire
tho only united party. The Torie: are mot a unit on the Irish question,
while the Liberals have among them two very uncongenial elements, Whigs
and Radicals. The latter would be willing, notwitstanding the time servin
utterances of Joseph Cowen, to form an alliance with Parnell ; but the ol
Whigs are more opposed to making concessions to the Irish people than are
the most conservative of the Toriee. -

It seems that Lord Salisbury’s Cabinet has unanimously docided to make
at present no overtures for an alliance with the Parnellites, but to meet the
new Parliament with a programme of legislation ¢. a progressive charseter,
gonerally spe-king, but with only a limited concession, cousisting of &
couaty governrient scheme for Ireland. If this programme have-nothing in
it threatening (he landed interest, the general opinion is, that it will recsive
the support ol the Whigs. Should this occur, of course the Parnellites will
ally themselves with the Liberals. This may enable Gladstone to rétam to
power, and distinguish the latier part of his career by wise and beneficont
Iegislation for Ireland. . )

Some ill-informed writers evidently think, that while Ireland's grievances
aro unquestionablo, Parnell is to blame for getting together such a forwmida-
ble following ! One writer, not a thousand miles from Halifax, says in one
stticle, that the Home Rulers have hitherto been shamefully trsmpled upon,
aud systematically tempted to zsek

satisfaction by other than comstitutional -



