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A ]DISGRACE TO ]RER FAILY. i

(CosUta<ed.) ru

Thornberry Vale, in (ict, vas the vory cream cf the whole country. bu
Twenty minutes &cross its grand grais sufficed ta moud overy mn borne a
happy, sud fu.,' tte snug4ying covert many a good, stout-bearted fox had ce
led thsefield a merry dance te the accompaniment of horn aud longue. i

Hetfote many minutes had elapsed. Maggie found cause tri congtatulate
berseif on baviog prefcrred the resi business af te day te coffee-husing b
wîth ber fionds. Scarccly were hounds put into covert before a magnifne
cent old dog fox brolre at the lover end, pointing bis giey snask straight ne
for the brook and the vale hcyond a

Immediately, snd att with anc accord, the houadt burst int rapturous i
melody, snd flingi:sg thensselves nfier their quarry, took up the~ fresh, hot th
scounî witis mutderous zest. Had it not bcen for the inipetuous horsemen t
vîso, before they bad fairly settted to the lino, pressed thena unuvsrrantably, O>
Reynard would have hsd a natrov squeak for bis lite. As il vas, thse plough .

served bina, causing bounds te scatter for a moment or tva, and granted five '
prechous minutes, of which ho took specdy advantagc. And fur once the t
acent vas so good that the rnisconduct. af the bard.niding division, snd so
called ice.. apotsmen. did ual mnar tht day's enjoymnt. su

The brook possessed a ford, and for titis point eve.ryone made. Thet
jostling aud jamsming, squeezing and swearng vas tremendous, and ln tbeW
idit of ht %Il sorne ireprehensible individual lot the gale orn the ft side t

close, and galloped o£f beediess of the execrations hurlcd upon hîoe. Ho a
gel bis start, and il he hsd prevented othtrs from getting theirs that vas t
thoir l.>ok-out.

At ibis juacture tbe buntsosn appeared, baving splashed in bot baste
throuqh tbe aluay rides of the cuvent. His quick o>. promptly took in
tbe situation. Ho knev from bitter experience that scant courtes, vas ta
ho emp.cted al te bands of a"1 Ripper" crowd in their crack country..

If ho became engutfed in tisat heavirsg mass of bumanity. snany preciaus
minutes ould clapse before h.should emerge. And meanwbile the visite y
bodios of bis snsoh-coated darlings weeu hing liko cornets over tISe
strugly bounaar fence that divided the arable land tram the grass.

There vas no lime ta lase. Other people nsay gel aieng out hauting
vithoat quickness and decision, but a bunima la bound te possess thesea
valuable quailites in the bigitest degrt. Fortunatoly, WVitt Reddall ovned
thena, and, vith scarcely a seconds considerîtion, he took bis gallant grey
by tht bond, s"udiorve bim tas the brook.

II vas no great width, mot uauch more tban tveive or (ourteen tee!. acrasa,
but anyone scquainted vith the Sbires vil! testify boy their Iwo and tbrcc
humdred guinea hucters-perfcct, rnay be, al evcry SPeIe* of feince-dialikeC
vator. A mere Sutter vil! otten bring nearly bauf their number to grief.
Tht grcy, bovever, camne front a country vbore brooks vert plentibsi, snd ho
fiew it in bies mUids, a couple of cager Nimrods immediateIy foltoving bis

Msggie had avaided thse crowd afier ber usual fiiion, especially as shc
hsd ilteady discovered tbat Galopard was irsclined ta b. somevbat toa
handy vith bis heels. She besitated for just ane moment, thèn, asbamed
of ber nd&ciioi, bni as il vas, vent al the vater.

Galopard cocked bis earc,, tare tihe reins almost out of ber bands, and1
cisaging bis legs iu the lait stride, as if surprised te fiad that there vas
anyubing ta jamp, left the brook bchind bics witi catcely an effart.

"lOh! yau beauty," murnaured Maggic, be- heart Ieaping vith exulta-
lions as sht lrant forvard and patted nis firua smnooth saeck, for she, aud
about some düzen othcrs, out of ail the vasl heat assembled, had got a
staft, rnd baving once gained an advantage, Manie vas not the girl ta loe
il.. 11ev tbe*bonds vet racing alicad !

They vere novr rtsnaing britliantly over the grass, vitit straight sterna
and extended forums, mutety following a stinging scent, wbich nover once
occviioned ibeus te put tiseir :soscs ta the ground. Silent and fleet tbcy

-glided along, determined flot ta let their prey escape.
Oh 1 good grey fox, cf the swift Sirbs sud staut beart, exert thy hout

speed to-day, oiôt l! hol bc equircd te save thec fran tht blood-thirsty focs
iu tiy roir.

The plougbed field beyond the brook proved s snsothoring one ta horis,
but sucb vas tbe pace tbat their riders. did moi dire tîke a pull for tedr of
losing sight ofthe pack altogether.

Galopatd toret hrosagh the heavy fallows, tlinging the dirt aroune àim
as if he positively &evelled in it. Maggic sat back lci the saddle, vitis ýoth
bands vol dowu. Il vas useless tsying ta check bite, and toasit stili
appeared the ocly vise course Hold him site could not. It did mot talli
ber long ta discover tbat fact. lu vain did sbe try te steady bina al the
fonce, visici tbcy vert nov rapidiy approaching. I vas straggly, but
jtast bigb eugb ta usakt a horit rime, snd bid a blind but deep ditch on
the noi aide.* Ga!opard quickencd bis 4atide, loak the bit betveen bis
tetb, snd rsasbed atil ike a lion.

How tvon bc goïl over witheut a fil1 fild Vaggie with thankful susaze-
meDi) for ho dropped bathi hind legs into tbc ditch, as he look off lu the
inot peculiar sud horrible shion, crasbod througb tbc fonce, vbich fortu-
nately vas wcak, lssmded on bis head, and îheu.-thanks ta his spllendid
shouldens, rocovcred binaself aImoit istanteaweusy. The vhole lbing hap.
peced *o quickir that thcy scancely let a couple et yards.

«*Maggie, Magqse, do bc caroful," cailol oui Captain Filconer, juil in
the rein, vainly itying Io ovrnlake her, but bis hoise did flo% posiss Galo-
pard's sperd. "Vot ba hd a trcmssndaus shave theme"

' A miss is as Sood as a mite," aIse Iîughcd back in reply, bopissg for
thse boit Ent orne more fence destoyd illusion sud rornded beu dhager

ite clear. This tirne the ditca vas away, but Galûpard landed. with a
ckiace of thoras and binders encircling hic sicader throat. He bad hardiy
en a foot, having galioped straight. through il. Thse determination of bis
eh atone saved a fati.

13y no means aSat animal to cross the fir-faoeed Thorobe:ry Vile upon;
t by this timo Mag*tels blood vas fairly up, the boue&s vet rutming like
Stormn, a clear foid sboad of their nearest pursuers, and, moreoyer, site
uld mot have per4uaded her steed te desist fient taking any (taither part
the chie ifuhe had îried. lie vas full cf"4 go.$$
What a grand disposition this boise had, if only bis performances had
Pn equai to it. Thse yul, the wind, the courage, &iU vert tbert. He

'ver dreanit of refusing, and galloped likc a Derby winnor, 80 smoothiy,
rongly and rcsolutely. But al tact fonce Maggie's heart was i ot 
outh. Twice Galopard bit the esrtb, and twice ho recovered bis legs
thout rollhDg, rceaeting his rider on each occasion by au upwazd lois ci
e head, whicts, cssching ber on tbe nase, brought soearting tenus to bath
'et. In short. their escapes vote siniply miraculous, but as tce minutes

sidavay, she knev that sooner or later te end must corne. 'It vas
mpya =r o of lime. One piece of stiff timber, white and new, or a
ai thickbndr woutd inevitabiy turc them over. The only urundor vas
al they had bots furtunate enough to encounter no many yieling tub-
ances during their carter, and it seemed to Niaggie that nothing but the
ost wonderful succ-ssion of luck bad kept Gilopard uprighl; until nov.
o no longer pulied qszite se bard, and by mxking a superhuntan mfirt, il
as just possible abe mïgbî bave stopped* him. The tremendous pace of
lis glorious gallop bcd choked off a&U but the fastest and bout 'xW horses,
md the perspiration vas pouring off thoms in rivuieus. One affir orne soaked
ithe rear, and the numbers of those actualiy with buuads becarce excoed-

igly select. No doubt thils fîct aeolped Maggie to conquer ber (car. The
rcitmntet vas toc great toalleou of ber d«etiing tapon tbem. That would
sme sftorw4rTds, vhen ber blood bzd cooled, and reason once moretrosi-
amed its sway.

Site vas right up in front, one of oaly thrce or four, and ie would have
ielded ber life as soonai ber place. The enthusiasm of the Cliss bad
-adered ber nsad for the urne being.

Hal the huntsman is dovu. There musa be an extra big ditnh on lte
ir aide of thit blacki dîrk bedge, for &bc sav tihe good bome c rides make
troly glant sprint, Wh"c ougb: ta have clearcd any ordinaxy enly.

Ste buaseauo enougis süU! z choose the veakest place sbe cia lid. It
ber oniy chance.
Svis'i, crash. crash, snd tbey are througb-ot over-claulng a regular

avuer beyood, and catrying away vith them enough; thos to have plsn:ed
stnall covert GalopardSs stock rosembles a pwocushion, a"d bis broïd,

test in bleeding frein several places. Once more tise impetuz,, aidcd by
~rovidence, has served the rasht p tir. But titis cannai lam forever. Site
cela Galoard's stride begin ta shorten, site boea bis heart bout under ber,

sd. sec bis silky muane hsnging in moist vis on bis nov 01t4tcbed

Tbirty minutes at rucicg pice. Oh! visai a glorious. gallop, and, with
ho exception of one ploughed field at stax Igal ovor gras. Thse vholo
mion may flot bc productive of &%ch ano'tr.

Suddenly, ta Msage's intense roe(-4ot the stra upou. hot izeres
necaes momenarily-the boando, vho have been rnnig nsard and mute,
burst inoa riotous music as tbey gallantly charge a bill, up vuics bold Rcy-
nard cia bo seen weatily crawl ing, bis long brush alrmsu.enchusg thse earts
as il draggles be-bind bite.

IlTaliy-bo 1 Taiiy-bo !" cry the leading mon, in delight, snd al thse
&oued af their voices and those of the claasouriug pack, îired tiorses take
bsearu and put on a final spurt. Up, up theygallop, cheered by afuttisigttt
of tbe briuîhing hounds, a"d the tuneful melody of theïr clarion n tes.

And altheb top vitat greets their eyes?
A new1y plasheZ itodge, at lessi five feet in beight, with binders as thi.kr

as a man7s iris running aIl across it. Ahack 1 alack! Prudent horseusen
tapon panting steedi besitate and drawr rein. Muet tbey, ah 1 musit they
harden thuir bearti, aod with the alusoi absolute certainty o% fai, ride at
tbis terribly stioe fonce ?

The anaver is yen, for the fox takes a fre2h lease of litc, acin a covert
within, a fev hundred yards, snd ra=e slsead, vith every canine obe lcooring
miarder behind bim.

Shirking 's out of the question at titis supreme mmteflt, vISOn the
intense cxcs:ement of th. lait haIt boer stems suddenly to reacit a climsa,
which svceps common-sensc snd diacretion ino th e backgraucd. The aid,
doged, Saxon spirit that knoveamo defoat, rises vùbhin te breait of mau
sud vomm.

Wsill ReddaUl-wbo bad quickly re.sno.utd-vi*i bis kotu e flsad
on the leading bouods, bis boulest face fiwihed wath pride, picasure and
enthosissu, is the first ta show thse way. Rt gond hunier bas hotu <ova
once, ho vill flot Jigbtiy commit a second error, oven tbough bis brouis
cornes tbick and short and bis lungs caranot inhale air fast enuqs. A UU
uphilfencea he end o( amat qaick rue is acruscial test for&*y ho».
The gallant animal stems; ti know this, for getticg vel on bis basoches ho
collecta himseif steadhly, àad vush a despuste effort just sacoeds in %via-
lng bis hind bels over thse topmost binder. Ho land& gruoting snd <uap-
peaus frein vision.

Il Ns Maggie's tumu isext.
Mèfre abse rides at tho (coc, aise kowi tsa ber âmne bau corne but no

thought of dtciining it on ibat accot nters ber bout. Os tht contar
sitc clinches her beetb, seilles ber bat, and Sives Gatopard a vigoruns p«U
o! the btidie band, to vitictho bcospoodo in his tutu wibug (""ig..-

Oh!1 bovibthbe dge look&. Hfov blscaa &Moq a * a


