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OTTAWA, TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 1570,

TOoCORRESPONDENTS—Letters addre<sed tooither
tha Editor or Publishier,as weit as Communica.

. tlons intended fu. publication,mustanvarlably,
be pre-pafd.  Correspondents will also bear in
mind that ono end of the envelope should bo left
open, and at the corner the words ¢ Printer’s
Copy” written and a1wo or five cent stamp(ac-
vurding to thoe welght of the communication)
placed theroon will pay the Bos(mm. Nocome.
munication, however, setll be fnserted unless
the writer's name is glven, not necessarily for
R“}?,'L%‘L&'.““ ht.that = -

W2 have for the past mne years endeavored to
turnish the Volunteer Foree of Canada with
a paper worthy of thelrsupport, but, weregret
to say, have not met with that tangirte en.
couragement which we can@identty expected
when wo undertook thoe publication of u

experienco goes {0 prove that tho best way
to avoid tho resuits suro to follow from ths
cmployment of **smnll thoroughly equipped
armies,"” is o {raln every man capablo of
carrying arms to such knowledge of their
use ns would make conquest o hopelees and
unprofitable operation.

Wo quite agreo with General BaitLyont in
the idea that no officer can command tho
masses of men employo1 in recent waifare.
Wo should fix without hesitation 100,000
men as the Jimit of connnand of a general
of tho greatest military genius, nnd then it
would be a queation as ta whether even that
amwunt could or would be profitably em-
ployed. :

In the present transition state, it is only
one horde overrunning the possessions of
another not quite as well prepared ; and it is
hopeless to seek for change tilt tho pressure
of taxation will compel disarmament.

“ Enormone armaments constitute one of
the chief evils of tho ava. Genéral Brial
mont, in a lecture hoe recently delivered at
the Royal Acrdemy of Belgivm, gave some
statistics on this head which are truly appal -
ling. The General said thst in tnoient times
thero may be said to have been no class of
men who devoted their lives exclusively to
war. Battles ware fought by the whule sdult
population of a nntion, 2ud when the peces-
gity wne over all returned to the labours and
indnstries of peace. B-fore the time of Philip
of Mucedon the only permanent troops in
any country were a few paluco guards. 1'hat
ruler may be said to have introduced the
custom of standing mercenary armies. The
Roman legions for a long time were little
better than militia. Maurius introduced the
permonent system from the aversion of the
higher and wealthier classes to serve. Then
came the Empire, with mercenaries, and
theso alway deteriorasting in guality while

increased in quantity, Lbe larpest armios
Of 1tn8 1oman Lepubiy, dAccording 1o thia

anuthority, never excceded §3,000 men. At
the cloae of the reign of Augustus, 197,000
wers permunently under arms. By the time
of Constantine the number had risen to
450,000. After the upbreak of the Roman

paper wholly devoted to thelr Interosts. We
now apoeal to their chivalry and ask each
of our subscribers to procure another, ortoa
person sending us the names of four or five |
new subscribers and tho moncy —will be en-
titled toreccive one copy for the year frec. A
Httie exertion on the part of our friends would |
ma erlally assist us, besides extending the
usefulness of the paper among tne }rorce-
keeping them thoroughly pasted fn alj the
changes and fmprovements it the art of war
S0 essential for a milltary man to know. ovur
ambition is to improsve the Volunteer Revicw
in every respeel, 50 as 1o make i+ second to
none, Will our fricuds help us todo 1t? Pre.
minms will be given to those getting up the |
largest lists, The Keview being the only mil-
jtary paper published in Canada. 1t ought to
Le berally qnp;mrlod by thv uvMmeers, nol-
commlssioned onlicers, and men of cach Bat.
talion.

Tue following interesting lecture from a
distinguished foreign General will be read
with much interest by our Military friends.
We are aware of the value of & small and
highly disciplined army for purposes of con-
quest or aggression—but military men seers
to forget tbat there is in war two principtes
which in a great measure deternuine all 1ts
operations—these arc—aggression and de-

- fence, The forces requisite anel proper for

Emgire, miitary sesrvice uonder the feudal
system was regarded as a natural chargo
upon luuded property. In fact, that kind
of property was uadorstood to meet all the
expenscs of defending and governing a
country. By degrees mercenaries were ngain
mtroduced. The number wege increased,
but agam the quahty of the soldiers degen
erated. ‘T'he jeudal system may be said to
have come to an end sbout 1445, after which
again ensued an ora of mercenary and per
menent armies, Francis I, fought the Battle
of Pavia with only 30,000. It was then tho
ouoctom, at the end of everv war, {o disband
a great many of the troops, and lessen the
strength of the other corps, Under Louss
XIIL the French army reached 100,000, but
the most arbitrary measures had to bo taken
in order to keep it up to Lthat figure. Louis
XI1V., raised 1t to 396,000, but at an enormous
sacrifice, After the peaco of Kyawick, Vau
ban declare that one.tenth of tho inhavitens
of France wero paupers, five.teoths little
better off, other three.tenths were poor, and
of the remaimng 100,000 jamilies only 10,000

wero prosperous. All this told adversely,
sccording to General Briulmo?g. against the)
art ot war. 7The armies becatao mobs, and
the skill of the generals also deleriorated.‘

the former will not suit the Intter, and human | Napoleon's most brilliant campnigns wore

pade with comparativoly small nrmies, In
1812 ho had at his disposa! 1,135,000 soldicrs,
but his achiovenjonts wore ot in correspon-
denco with theso numbers, nor was the per-
sonnel of bis armies what it had beon, Since
thut time tho sizo of Européau stnnding
armics bas énofmously increased. In 1818
Franco had only 118,000 under nrms. By
1832 her ponco strength had risen to 452,000,
ond in 1870 tho number had grown on paper
t0 909,000, UWormany, in 1849, had an army
on a war fouling of 530,000 ; now it Is thought
that 2,800,000 could be placed under nrms,
This is one in vvery fourteen of the popula~
tion, 1n thé seven yeare' war Russia, Prus.
sin, France, nnd [taly had underarms 1 150,-
000. io 1827 the samo territorial mep could
bave produced 2,6:29.000,and today 7, 170,000,
By tho new military laws this number will
soon become 11,000,000, This is a crushing
weight, under which the strongest nnd weal®
thiest nations must soon bresk down., The
only remedies, according to Goneral Brial*
mont, are eithor universa! disarmament by
tho common consent of all the parties, or
thoe introduoction in all cases of personal ger
vico without the alternative of substitutes.
A small thoroughly equipped army will be
found far more efficicnt now, ns in former
times,than immense poorly.disciplined mass*
es. Whatever may be thought of this, it is
evident that it is a folly beyond all follies
for Europo to keep clevon millions or the
half of eteven millfons of its young men in
idleness, as a burden on the industrious
portion of the different communities, and
that for the purpose of being ready for a
contingenoy that may never arise. 4t theo
present rate peace is more expepsive and
more wonkening than war, so that some
change, and that epeedily, is inevitable.
Enormous standing armies, in short, sre at
once eympldms and causes of national decay,
and even it may be said of martial deterior:
ation.

g s tmsam—tpoa————]

Tue most vital question affeoling tho
British Empire is that of the practical Sover-
elgnty of the Secas—gverything conncoted
with her paval affairs have been consequently
keenly criticisod —and we may gatlier in part
tho satisfactory assurince that her position
is a8 impregnable now us when NsLsoN teft
her without an oppogent. From Broad Ar-
row of 22nd April, we copy the followiag
t Recent Criticisms on the Navy.”

A great source of antisfaction to those who
view with regret either the apathy or érrors
of tho heads of puiic departments is found
in the existence of 50 many assasiations of
profersional men, and tho fearless oxpress
ions of opinion upon nationmal questiors
which proceed therefrom at their periodigal
neotings. Ap-evil cannot exist long without
being dotected aud pointed out; and the
criticisms of men -emineut in their-profes:
sions ure mot slow in reschiyg the notice of
Govornmont officials. Indeed, tE-frequsntly
hoppens thut tho responsible autnorities
consider it worth their whilo to atiend sudh
meeotings, and even join in the discussiona,
Hence, if public servants are teaghable, the
country prolits by thewisdom of.professional
mep who are oot in.tbo employment of the
State ; and, under any circumstances, the
rublio servio must b benefited by-the ex-
posure of errors and the denunciation of
absurditios, ' While the United Service In-
stitution and.the-Indtitution.of Nayal Arch
1tects enjoy such vigorous :existines ssat
pregoent, there is po danger of foreign gupro-
maoy In thozpalerie! of war,-nor of the public




