26

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

When subsequently, in England, markets
were estah)ished, and towns arose, and the
vgentiemen’ built themselves houses there-

*in, these were only for temporary wants.
The country seat coutinued to be so much
the principal consideration, that it actually
gave rise to an architecture of its own, with
a widerrange than is to be found in any
other country, Thus, from the earliesi times
in England a peculiar country life has been
developed, and the true house of the gentle-
man is his conntry-seat, not the tnwn-house
which he has builtin London, for the most
part within such limited horizontal dimensi-
ons that the several living rooms are stacked
in tiers one above another. The Eaglsh
gentleman, in contradistinction to his fellow
on the Countinent, passes the greater part
of the year, even the winter, in the country ;
to London he goes merely for business, or
to meet triends, or for such amusements
asare to be found only where men congreg-
ate. In spite, therefore, of the colossal size
to which London hasattained, itis not to be
compared with capitals on the Continent,
where the house of the gentlemanis in the
capital, and the estates he owns are merely
regarded as possessions to be occasionally
visited,

It under the name of the capital of &
country we understand the focus of its life
and the development of its civilization, we
must in the case of England, apply the term
to a far wider area than the limits of London
would offer.

Geographers may be perfectly right in
describing London as the capital; butina
politico strategical question such as this, I
should say that the whole island of Great
Britain, or at least England proper, is the
capital of all thecountries which are govern-
ed from the British throne.

London has so overflowed into the sur-
rounding country, that 1t would puzzle the
geographers themselves to define its true
limits ; and if they were to fix the limit to-
day, it would be wrong again (and so much
the better for the Marquis of Westminster)
to morrow. I have thouvht it right to
notice these facts, because London must be
regarded with other eyes than any continen
tal city, andbecause, as n rule, hooxs on the
art of fortitication speak of capitals under
merely military conditions, and do not
allode to the bearings of national culture
and of politics on the question.

Besides the gentlemen’s country-seats,
manufacturing establishments have been
set up which appear gigantic compared
with those on the Continent, und are, in fact
the wmain source of Eugland's power and
wealth, agricuture and breeding of animal
being as nothing in comparison. These
mines of wealth are so valuable that cannot
be a matter of indifference whether they go
on, or be occupied by the enemy and come
to a standstiil.

Theargament that the stoppage of the
factories would create a starving proletariat
class, of which the Government would find
it to disembarrass itself when peace
was reguined, is alone sufficiently
weighty to cause any great exten-
sion of the fortifications to embrace
these estaeslishments. We thus come
involuntarily to the sea, and as the coast
forms a line, having in front of it that great
wet ditch, I affirm my conviction that tbe
circnit of the fortifications of London is
nowhere else to be sought than on the line
of the coast, and that any funds designed
for the defence of London should be employed
Yo perfect the fortification of the coast.

Eugland, whose insular position makes
her differ s0 vastly from every continental

natimhould draw advantage from these
circumstances. She can do so all the bettor
from the possession of. a high developed
network of railways, while the distances of
the coast-line from any army stationed cen-
trally are, in comparison to other countries
very small, and the country so thickly popu-
lated that a sufficient number of combatants
ought to be soon got together to throw
against an enemy attempting to land with
good prospect of success, If sucha force
can be brought at once on the spot, a mo-
derate nnmber may prove quite suflicient.
For landing an army is an operation which, to
be successful, should not be in the least
Impeded by the enemy, even though wea-
ther and coast are favourable.

If we consider successful instances of
landing, as in 1840, near Beyrout, and in the
Crimea in 1854, we should not forget that
these landings were not in the least disput-
ed by the’enemy ; while on* the other:hand
another case in 1840 shows that three huud-
red troops, without any guns, were able to
prevent the landing of the crews of threo
men of-war (the Benbow, Carysfort, and Ze-
bra), mounaing together one hundred ani
twenty-four guns. ‘lhe risk of being forced
to retire by the smallest resistance is the
reason why naval officers of experience are
80 carefulin selecting places for disemnbarka-
tion. This in particularly the case when the
disembarkutionis on & lurge scale, lor then
there is more time for bad weuther to come
on, and the danger arises lest the party
landing should be obliged to break off their
operations, leaving the troops already un
shore to their fate, when they would prob-
ably be soon thrown into the sua by superior
forces. This is the reason why different
poinis of the cost are of every different
unportance to the defender with respect 10
& landing. Small bodies of troops could land
almost unywhere, but entire armies ouly
where the locality is peculiarly suitable.
Moreover the advance of the fortification of
London to the coast would enable the Navy
to take an active part in the delence, which
it could hardly do were it withdraw from the
coast. In I870-T! the crews of the French
Navy undoubtedly tooka stirring parein
the defence of the forts of Paris; but how
much more service would they not have ren-
dered it Paris had luin upon the sea, wlen
they could have made use of their armed
ships, and would have heen acting on
an element,, and in localities which they
knew.

(To be continued.)

TO CONTRACTORS.
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY,

H I Commissionersappointed for the constric-
tion of the Intercolonial Railway, glive Pub-
1ic Notlce, that they are prepared to receive Ten-
ders for the erectionot Passenger and Refreshe
ment; Building, Freight Building, and Engine
House, at 'umpbellton, N.B,, and fir Pa senger
and Refreshment Building, at New Castie, N.I.
T'lans, Specifications, and forms of Tender may
be seen at theOtice of theChief Engincer,Ottawa
and theEuglneers vficos at leousk!,Duhnons)u,
New Castle and Moncton.

Tenders may be for the whole, or any less num-
ber of the-e buildings,”and, will be recelved
marked * 'Tenders for Buildings,y attiic Commis-
sioners office, Ottawa, up to 12.0’cloek noon, on
FRIDAY, the 3lst January, 1873.

A. WALSH,
ED. B. CHANDLER,
C.J. BRYDGES,
A, W.MCLELAN,
Comimissioners,
Commissjoners Office,

Ottawa, Dec, 4th, 1372, 31-4in

23,
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| ¥Prespectus for 1873...-8ixth Vear.

THIE ATLDINILL
Aa Tustrated Monthly Journal universally
admitted to be the Handsomest Periodical
in the World, A Representative and
Champion of American Taste,

Nut for Sale in Book or News Stores.

Tire ALDINE, while issucd with all the regu-
Lurivy, bhas none of the temporary or timely
interest characterie of ordinary periodicals. It is
an elexant migcelluuy of pure, light, and graceful
literature ; and a co'lection of piciure, the rarest
specintens artdstic skill, in bluck aud white, Al-
though eaeh succeeding number affords a iresh
pleasare toits fiivnds, the real value and beauty
ol liits ALDie will be most appreciated after it
has been bound up ab thoe ciose of the year,
While othier publications may claimn superior
chenpness, as compared with rivals of a similar
cluss, TiE ALDINE is a unique and originai con-
ception — wlone and  unapproached—abrolutely
without competition tn  price or character. The
possessor of a compleie volume cannotl duplicate
the quantity of fine paper and engravings in any
other shape or number of volumes for ten times
{13 cost ; und then, there are ,t{te chrqmos, besides !

ART DEPARTMENT.

Notwithstanding the increase in the price of
subseription Iast Fall, when THE ALDINY assume-
cd its present nobic proportions and representa-
tive character, the edition was more than doubled
durisy the past year; proving that the American
p iie appreciaie, ad will support, a sincere
effort in the eause of Art. The publishers, anxious
Lo Jastily the ready contidence thus demonstrated
Lave exeried themselves to the utmost to devel-
op and improve the work ; and the plans tor the
conming year, as unfolded by the monthly issues,
wiil astonisit aud delight even the inost sanguine
friends of the 'THE ALDINE,

Tis pablishers are authorized to announce
desigus from many of the most emiunent artists
of America.

Ly addition, Tae ALDINE will reproduce ex-
amples ol thcjbest foreign masters, selected with
i view to the highest artistic suceess, and great-
est general interest; avoiding such as bhave be-
come familiar, through puotographs, or copies of
aby kKin

The quarterly tinted plates, for 1873, will repro-
duce fowr of John 8, Davis’ tnimitable child-
skuicues, appropriate to the four scasons. These

hates, appoaring in the issues for Junuary, April
.lluly. and Uctober, wounld be alone worth the prioce
of a year's s bscriptiou.

The popitar feature of a copiously illustrated
¢ Christmas” number witl be continued.

'Po possess such a valuable epitome of the art
world st w cost so triling, will command the
subzcriptions of thousands in every scetion of the
coantry ; but,as the usefulness and auttractions ot
THE ALDINE can be enhanced, in proporiion to
the numerical increase of its supporters, the
publishers propose to make ‘¢ assurance double
sure,” by the foliowing unparalticled otfer of

PREMIUM CUHROMOUS FOR 1813,

Every subscriber to Tk ALDINE, who pays in
advance for the year 1873, will receive, withont
additional charge, a pair of beatiful oil chromos
atter J. J. tlit), the eminent English painter.
tho pictures, cntitled ¢ 'I'he Village Belle,” and
¢ Crossing  the Moor,” are 14 X 2) inches—are
printed from 25 different p'ates, requiring Z5im-
pressions and tints to perfect eachipicwure. The
sume chromos are sold for $30 per palr in the art
stores. As it is the determination of its conduc-
tors to keep THE ALDINE out of reach of competi
tion in every department, the chromos will be
found correspondingly ahead ofuny that can be

coffered by other periodicals. Kvery subseriber
will receive a  certiticate. over the signature of
the pavlishers, guaranteeing that the chromos
delivered snall be equal to the samples furnished
the agent, or the yneney will be refunded. The

distribuliva of piciures of ibis grade, free to the
stbscribers to u tive dollar periodical, will mark
an epoch ln the history of Art; and, considering
the unprecedemed cheapness of the price for
TIlE ALDINE itself, the marvel'falls little short
of'a miracle, even to those best acquainted with
the achicvements of inventive genius and im-
proved mechanical u)ﬁﬂiunces- (For tllustrations
of these chromos,sce Nov' issue of THE ALDINK,)

TIE LITERARY DEPARIMEN{
will coninue under the care of Mr. RICHARD
HENRY STUDDARD, assisted by the best
writers and pocets of the day, who will strive to
have the lHieraiure of THR ALDINE always in
keeping witht its artistle attracdons.,
TIERMS,

$3 por annum, in advaucee,with OllChromos free.

e Aupin will,hereafter, be obtainable only
by suvscription, Therewill he no retuced rv
club rate; cush for subsceriptions must be sent to
the publishers direct, or banded to the loeal
agent, wilnout respunsibility tothe publishers, cx-
cept in case where the certificato is given,bearing
the juc-simile signature of JAMES SGTTON & Co,

AUENTS WANTED.

Any person, wishing Loact promently as a local
agent, will receive full and prompt information
by applying to

JAMES SUTTON & Co.y PublisheRey
A8, MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK.




