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HER MAJESTY'S SHIP “CADPTIAN.?

$ROCEEDINGS OF THE COURT MARTIAL ON THE
CAUSE OF HER LOSS,

(Mom the Broad Arrov.)

[CoxTiNtED,]

‘Tho examination of the sutvivors of the
Captain, by the Nuval Court, which com-
menced in our last, continued as follows :

_ Fraxcis Marrivay, first cass boy, sworn
and examined : T had just passed my mus-
ter and heard Captain Busrgoyne give the
order to let go the topsuil sheets, The ship
gave & heavy lurch, which knocked me down
in the lee water ways. On getting on my
feet again I saw the man on the weather top-
sail brace jumping on the weather rigging,
1 then made a jump for the rigging, the offi-
_cerof tho watch, Mr. Purdon, being along-
%aide of me. I gained the rigging, and the
# water came on top of me and washed me off.
"1 swam to a loose spar I saw floating, and
thon saw the boom boats drifting towards
me. 1 held on with one hand and swam
with the other, and reached the boats, A
man thero helped me in.

Janes Savxpers, first-class boy, sworn and
examined : When tho ship capsized [ swam
to the pinnace, which was floating bottom
up, and found there Captain Burgoyne and
five others. We passed close to a ship and
hailed her, but we could not hear our own
voices. The second launch came drifting by
and five of us jumped from off the boat’s
bottom and swam to her.

Jony Gnrinsug, first-class boy, sworn and
examined : I was on the weather foretopsail
brace at the time the ship turned over,
when the sea took me away from the brace
and jammed me under the hammock-cloth.
The next I remember I was got into the
boat. This examination of Gribble com-
pleted the examination of all the survivors.

Epwarp O. Botrrmo, lieutenant Roys’
Navy, svorn and examined : I have been at
sea twelve years, and held my present rank
four years aud a-half., On the night the Cap-
tain was Jost 1 was officer of the first watch
on board the Agincourt. I produce a cor-
tified extract of the 4gincourt's log for the
twelve hours preceding and twelve hours
suhsequent to that in which the ship is sup-
po-ed to have been Jost.  Certified readings
of the barometer are also inserted in the
extract from the log. Between eight and
ten of the first watch the weather wae squal-
Iv. In the squallsthe dgincour? might have
carried double-reefed topsails and courses
without endangering spars. From ten to

cleven there was rain, and o threatening
look in the south-west. During that hour
the Agincourt could have carried safely the
same sail as before, double-reefed topsails
and courses. About 11.30 p.m. the squalls
becamo more vivlent: about a quarter to
twelve the wind shifted two points in a very
heavy squall, and I deemed it necessary to
lower the topsails and have hands by the!
Jee sheets, and have the yards rounded in.
I also increased the speed of the engines, to:
have %ood steernge way on the ship. The!
topsails then had tworeefs 2 them. When
the second reefs were taken in, that \\'a%"
done by signal. Besides tho double-reefed

of the Agincourt'slog of the twelve hours
preceding and succeeding that on which the
Captain was lost, with readings of the baro-
meter attached. On the morning of the 7th
of September I took charge of the deck be-
tween five and ten minutes past twelve.
She had then her three topsails, double:
reafed, lowered on the cap, and fore and
foretopmast staysails. About twenty-one
minutes past twelve we had a heavy squall,
and split the mizzen topsail, and about five
or ten minutes after that the main topsail
split. The buntlines were close out, and
we wers just going to man the reef tackles
when the sails spht. If oursail and ropes

topsails, when shortening sail, the Agincour!  had been new and in good condition Ithink
had her fore staysail on her. The foretop-| we could have carried double-reefed topsmls
mast staysail was taken in at top p.m. I without endangering the ship, and I think
was relieved in charge as officer of the walch'l also the foresnil reef in addition. Carrying
at five minutes past twelve, but did not a press of sail, I think we might have car-
leave the bridge for some minutes after-| ried a reef out of the topsails, but I should
wards. I went below at half-past twelve.! not have carried doublo reefs. There was a
Between a quarter to and a quarter past' nasty cross sea, but not a long one—a short

twelve the weather cotinued about the same |
as I described before—a strong, heavy gale.

The topsails remained lowered until T left the,
deck. 1 do not think there was any sudden
gust of wind between twelve o'clock and the
time [ left tho deck. About cleven p.m
there was very little sea, but it got up very
quickly. The Agincowrt did not roll until
about lalf-past twelve. It was a short chop-
ping sea, but not at all dangerous for a ship.

By Captain Hancock : Abouttwelve o'clock
the Agincourt was heeling about three or
four degrees. Before tho topsails were low-
ered she wes not heeling more than six de
grees. There was no difficulty in getting
our topsail yards down. Jne hung for a
short time, but came down when the braces!
were well rounded . The Agincourf 5|
position in the fleet was two miles on the
beam of the Lord Warden. The Captain's!
position in reference to the Agincourt wns|
about half to a point abaft our weather
beam, distant about two miles At mid-|
night I could not distinguish the Captain. 1}
think I mistook her for the Lord Warden, |
and, if so, I saw her about a quarter to,
twelve. Tcould not see the bow Lights of
the weather line. . !

By Captain Rice: We did not shorten sail:
to keep station, but merely as a measure of .
precaution o save our sails, which had been,
some time in use. |

By Captain Boys: About twelve o'clock 1!
should say that, from the state of the wea- .
ther, there was certainly no appearance of |
risk to any ship in the fleet. !

CraRrLES ARTHUR Niciousox, Lieutenant,
Royal Navy, relieved Lieutenant Bolitho of
tho watch at five minutes past twelve, sworn '
and examined + I produce a certified extract

' staysails

chopping sea. No ship of tho fleet was in
sight when [ took charge of the deck from
Iieutenant Bolitho at five minutes after
twvelve,

By Captain Commerell = [ apprehend that
if the Agincourt had curried double-reefed
topsails through squalls, and spars and jsails
held on, it would have no more effect be-
yond causing her to heel some few degrees.
When I reached the deck the engines were
making twenty-two revolutions.

Starr ConMavpEr Limsy, sworn and ex-
amined : 1have been twenty-three and & half
years at sea, and have held the rank of Navi-
gating Lioutenant ten years and ten months,
and Steff Commander fourteen months. I
am now serving on board the Belleroplhon.
When I went on deck at 12.25 a.m, on the
7th of Septemberit was blowing a heavy gale,
with a thick rain. The sea was not particu-
larly heavy, but it was & nasty crosssea. If
the Bellerophon had been lyingin the trough
of the seal think it would not have occa-
sionea her any inconvenience.

By Captain Hancock, The Bellerophon
had double-reefed main topsails sat, with
fore and main gaff sails and fore topmast

; the screw was not working at that
timo. The ship was going, I think, about
two knots. IHer heel was then, I should
fancy, from eight to nine degrees. I did
not consider her pressed by sail at that time.
The sail then on tho ship was not too much
for the safoty of the ship, but perhaps too
much for the safety of tho spars am{) sails.
When I went ondeck [ did not consider
there was any risk for any ‘ship in the fleet
more than common in & gale,

By Captain Commerell: Had I been in
commana of the Bellerophon and all spars



