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1 will close, trusting that each af us may feel becfited
by :)ur meeting together at this time, and that we may go
home preparcd ta do aur duty faithfuily in the small corner
in which God lias placed us. As the littie hynin says-

« You in your ornait corner,
And I In mina."

God's Choice of Israel.
Wrillin Ar the Revkew.

Every gardener aims at getting his produco upon the
marked nt the earliest possible date in tise seasoîl. H-is
profits dépend upon hîs skili in bringing bis plants to
maturity motner tlîan bis neiglibors. But ho knows.that it
would be vain ta anticipate the summer by scattering lus
sced broadcast aver his gardon wvhite the snow yet lies and
every niglit brings frost. Sa ho spares hirasei tlîc useless
attempt. Yet meantime ho is nat idle. The botter ta
gain bis end lie marks'off anc slîeltered corner îvliere the
sun is strongest, and after enriching the soul as much as it
will béat, ho cavers kt over with a glass framre. Under this
protection he qnws his seed, where it may be sale froim the
deadty frost and the chilling wind, ta send up its tender
shoots with hope of lufe. Hfe knows. tlîat by the time the
plants have gained some little strengtb the warnicr days
wili have came, and in grcound aIl prepared ho îviti set thema
out, already well an their way ta full growth, that the whole
garden inay become fruitinl. It is flot tlîat the anc corner
is dearer ta him than the rest ai the garden, but ho gives it
special treatrnent for the sake ai the test. And the result
justifies bis niethad.

Sa is it -itb Gad's treatmcnt af tise little people of
Isracl. With themn He made a special covenant; ta thcmn
Ho gave a special revelation ; for thcr, He wrouglit great
wonders ai providence; around theni Ho tlîrew the pro.
tection ai special institutions. But it was not because God
was partial and had no thought for the rest af the world.
Though' the Jews îvere slow ta iearn the lesson, these
exclusive privileges were given not for their own sake, but
that through tiîem aIl the nations ai the carth might be
blessed. Tlioy îvere through those ta, be trained and
discipliticd ta become God's messengers af truth and
righteousness ta, ail mankind. And, thaugh it irsvolved
long conturies ai apparent neglect for the hecathen, it was
really the speediest method ai bringing about the effective
evangelization and the complote redemption ai ail mankind.
Nor was there any unnccessary delay in breaking down the
enclosure ai Jewisb national institutions. Many things
go ta show that if the univmorsal extension ai the church
heyond the national limits had taken~ place a day carlier
than it did the whole experiment might have pravcd a
failure and the world rnight have been thrown back ta
wbere it was at the trne of Abrahamn's caîl. Event as it
was Judaismn iurnisbed only a smali cornpany ai serviccable
messengers for the Messiah Pt his appearance. And more
than once since thon the spreading church bas narrowly
escapcd being overwhelmed by the reaction af heatbenism.
Even yct it lias a bard struggle for lufe and its actuai
fruitage bas been small as cornpared with wbat it iill yet
become. The ultimate result witl fully vindicate the divine
love for aIl nations ai mankind as well as the wisdaiii of
the plan for securing the eariuest redemption ai the race.

A Plea for Israei.
Scattercd by God'a avonginq hand

Afliicted and forlorn,
Sad Wandorers from thair plcaMant land

Do Judah'a chitdrcn mnonrr:-
And c'an in Christian coourie, fow

lireatho thoughts of pity towards tho Jcw.

Yct tîsten, Gentilas, do you lova
Tho IIibla's precioua paRo 1

Thou lot your bocarts wvith kindnesi rnoye
To Isracl'a heritage.

Who traccd tho3o Uines of love for youi
Each sacred writer w%3 a Jaw.

A&nd thon, au ycsrs and aRes passed,
And nations rosa and fet 1,

Tio' ctouds and darkncss aftt wCrao cait
O'er captiva lisraoi,

The oracles of God for you
WVcro kopt in aafcty by the Jow.

And when tihe groat Rcdeemer cama
For guilty man to bicd,

lia aià flot tama an angel'a Damne;
No-born of Abrabam's socd-

Jyzsus, who gava Rit Illfe for you,-
The God Inou.nate-waa a Jour.
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And tho' 111ei own recah id 111111 flot,

Andl turîîod lu pridu away,
WVtînco lis the Goutttola lttapî,tor lot?

Aro yu moru julit titan LIî'y ?
No i <iod lt pity mmcnd tu you-

Have you no pity for tho Juw 1

Go, thon, Rail bond your knu te pray
For leracl'a anclout raceo:

Aok the doar Saviotir overy day
To cati thom by Ille grava:

Go-frùr a dubt ut love ta du.
Front Chriatian Gontietw thei Jow.

Jesus, the Messiah.*
BY RiY. ADDUISON P. FOSTER, D.D.

The OId Testiment is fuit of promises of the coming
Messiah, or the Atuointcd (in Greek, Christ). Thrc classes
af officiaIs were thcn set apirt ta God's service by anoint-
ing,-prophets, priests. and kings, and the Messiah was ta
c-mbinc these ttiree offices in His person. As prophct He
vns to bc the greaiest lcacher oni record ; as priest He 'vas
ta niediate bctwcen Gad and man, and offer Hinmseli as a
sacrifice for our sins - a. .îii,-,Heivastaoset uptlieKingdoni
of God aînong men and rulc in mcn's hearts. In Jesus' day
the Jeîws, wcre ea.gerly anticipating a coming Mcssiah, and
the feeling spread that Jesus mighit be the promised Qute.
But was He, and wvhat was the proaf? Event John ..he
]3aptist raiscd theso questions and fromn lus prison s2nt dis.
ciplcs ta make inquiry, "lArt thou He that should cone, or
look we for another? "

ClIRIST'S MRCE RO'

Jesus made answer, as was His ivont, by -in appeal ta
facts. Ho wvrauglit a number af miracles and directed 1-is
visitars ta repart themn ta their master. %Vhat proaf ivas
therce re? %Vhy this, first of ail, that here î.as a ful filment
af prophecy. This was exactly what Isaiah liad foretold
would be (xxxv. 5, 6). Irhe Messiah shauld cure blindness,
deainess, tamenoss, dumbnless. But mare, those miracles in
themselves praved in Jesus a power that must beong ta tho
Messiab. Here were credentials ai Messiahiship, thieexhibi.
tion af qualifies that must came fromn Gad only. The
Messiais was anc divinely artainted for service, and ane
divinely sent. Ho was ta s.-ak for God, niodiate with
God, reign as God. He must, thon, exert the power af
God; and herew~as Jesus doing this very thing. In Christ's
reply ta John tliore is a notable statenient whîch emphasizcs
the peculiarity af His miracles : Ilthe poor have goad tidings
preached tathein." This is nlot a miracle, but it exemp'lifies
the spirit af the miracles and shows their purpase. It is
introduced at the close ai a list af miracles, nîuch as the
command, "1Thou shait not cuvet," ends up the l3ecalogue,
ta indicate a spiritual meaning in ail that precodes. Tho
miracles and ail Clîrist's work were benevolent, they ail
preparcd the way for the preaching of the Gospel, they aIl
taught samething regarding Christ as a Saviaur. The
Messiah should usher in a reign af righiteousnessaiîd peace.
There were physical liealings, lt be sure, but grenier than
these was salvation fromn sin through an accepted Christ.
This preaching ta the poor, tis divine mercy ta thase most
neody, was, after al], the essential fecature in praving Messiab.
sbip. WVithout it Jesus cauld nat be thé Orne thit wvas ta
corne "lfor salvation unta the uttermast part ai the earth."

CHRIST'S SUPERIORITY A PROOF.

John the Baptist was a great reformer. Christ's coin.
mendation of HM was remarkablc. Up ta that time there
wvas flot ane among men greater than John. There was rare
heroism and high moral character in that wonderful prophot
standing by Jardan's brink, caliing an ail mon ta repent,
drawing ttîousands fram city and village ta hear him,
unflincbingly denouncing sin in a tyranl's palace. Sucb
mn, with absolute purity in theii hcart, with lighining on
their tangue, witb fearlessncss in thoir ece, and dropping
front sight withaut canîiplaint at thc coming of a grenter,-
such mon are rare indeed.

But gréai; as John was, lie Iived in tic shadows of
Judaism. The morning was breaking, but it ivas not for
him. Ife wvas great indccd cansidering the darkncss
around him, but a very child in the daylight of Christianity
should bc grenter. The privileges ai Christ's Kingdom
devclop character as was impossible before. It is the dif.
ference bctwcen daylight and night for growing plants.

*A Moditation baacd an (Lake vii. 18-f0) in the. Bible Study
Union Conne on IbmTe Tcaohhngs oi Christ"


