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HERE are several Flonidas That,
fut instance, of the local real-estate
agent, those of the difiereat and rival
railway companes, that of the set.
tler, tha of the tourist, and that of
the hote1propnietor  The real Flor-
1da1s a composite of all these. with
centain superadded qualities that
are always ignored by the authori-
uescited Theresident Floridian is

very prone to refer any mmphed tmperfection in soil or ch.

mate to the next town or the next county

It 1s not generzlly known that Florida is the largest
State east >f the MissisSippi  You may cut Massachusctts
from the map and lay it down almost anywhere within the
cenfines of the State without overlapping the Atlantic on
one side or the Gulf of Mexico on the other Its irregu:
lar, boot-like, and altogether inexcusable shape creates dis-
tances that are really magnificent.  There are twelve hun.
dred miles of scacoast—more than twice that if one counts
sea-washed 1slands and subordinate peninsulas.  You may
measure neartly four hundred miles—six degrees of Iati-
tude—on its meridians, and more than three hundred
miles along its parallels of longitude east and west.

To the average tourist the Floridian peninsula is 2 vast
pine-grown trace, and as such its reputation has gone forth
to the world at large. Many believe it to be mainlya
malarial swamp infested by mosquitoes and venomous
reptiles, and, upon the whole, very dreadful as a place of
residence save for invalids in the Jast stages of consump-
tion. In point of fact, Florida 1sa fine example of sanitary
cngineering. The natural drainage, thanks to 2 sandy soil
underlaid by limestone, is wonderfully good. There is
litde stagnant water even in the swamps, and this little
rarely becomes offensive save in summer. The ideal win-
ter day in Florida is very much like a cool day of carly
summer in Northern Iatitudes. The air is full of life, and
to onc fond of outdoor exercise the inclination to ride or
walk is quite irresistible. By a most bencficent dispen-
sation of Providence, the rainy scason occurs during the
summer months. There are plenty of rainy daysin winter,
sometimes® more, sometimes less, but the retums of the
Weather Bureau show that the average number of clear,
pantly leas, ot cloudy days without rain is very high. Of
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course seasoas vary, there are runy winlers as there are
dry summers, there are occasional * norihers,” when the
iemperature falls so suddenly as 1o be trming 0 sensitive
tungs  Upon the whole, however, the State may fairly
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claim a climate that will bear comparison with that of
Egypt, Italy, or Spain .
A first visit 1o Flonda almost of necessity brings
— A R EDmin p . series of sur-
prnises  While
the genenlly
level aspect of
the country tal-
lies with precon.
ccived notions,
the observant
traveler  soon
sces that the
streams are
deep, clear, and
swift, such as
cannot possibly
exist in a dead
level. And he
presently  be-
gins to credit
the  assertion
that the central
dividerisestoa
height of some
three  hundred
feet above the
sea-level. It
must not be
inferred  that
there is a total
absence of all
danger of ma-
laria. Impru-
dence in Flor-
ida will induce chilisand fever as certainly, though perhaps
not as speedily, as it will in the Western river-bottoms.
The tourist. must not count too confidently upon con-
tinued warm weather in winter.  Quter clothing such as :s
worn in summer-at the North is suitable for ordinary wear,
but there are cool days when something warmer is needed.
For underwwear, rather light-weigkt wool is recommended,
add’tional warmth being secured by wearning two suits at
once, thus may saluable trunk-space be largely cconomized.
A light mackintosh is indispensable if
excursions of any kind are coatem-
plated. Fall overcoats or wraps are
necessary, and traveling-rugs exceed-
ingly convenient. .
Topographically, the State natunily
divides itself intoatleast threesections.
There 1s pper Florida, whose climate
closcly rescmbles that of Georgua.
Roughly spcaking, this s defined by
the lower reaches of the St Joha's
River. Then comes middie Florida,
including St. Augustine on the e3st,
Tampa on the wesy, ang ot =R
known resorts which may be men-
tioned hereafter At or near the lati
wde of lake Worih, on the Atlantic,
and of Charlotte Hatbor on the Gull,
begins subtropical Flotida—a wide,
flat, sparsely settled region, nhere the
- cocoa-palm flourishes, and whese other
species of sub-ttocal flors grow in
luxuriance  This region, a1 least for
the Alantic coast, has been wathin the last year readered
more casily accessible 1o toutasts through the development
of an East Coast Linc  From a purely picturesqee point of
view, it is not with unalloyed satisfaction that anc seesthe




