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ol Heinrich sat at the hostel door,
Aud counted tho gans of the market o'er,
That gever had secmod so swall before.

« How Urotohien will seold! But thon tho beer X

11as hieartonod mo with its kindly choor.
oy, briug wo anvthos taukard harel”

Tho taukard ho drained, then homeward went
With u stagger of stolid, dull content,

But soarce hiad ho shambicd ope-half tus way,
Wlien, as 1t was noaning tho olose of dsy,
ilolieand at his clbow » traveiler say:

* 0! here aro ruins of Bergenstein,
So famous, you kuow, in theduys long ayne,
For vintagos of the rarest wino.

* For such, of a surely, were nowharo known,
As mellowod beneath yon pile of stouo,
Tu cobwebbed tuns with the mods o'ergrown.

+«Aud the lords of the sastle, although they
Wore

Rught ancient barons with 'sontchoons fatr,

Held riotous, shawmoful revel thero.

*They drank in the morning, they drank at
night,

Thoy wasted their lives 1n brawland fight,

Aud the castls, it crumbled, as woll it might.

++ Yot steadily under it all, the vine
Kept boazing beneath tha rain and shine,
Aud still in the vaults thoy atored tho wine.

s *Pwas over two hundrod yoars sgo
Since all that I tcll you happened ao.
For 1 was the cooper, and I should know.

« The last of the Bargen knights washe
Who flung, in his dying throes, the key
Uf the vaults with an awestruck glare at me.

«-And said: *It bas slan us, one by one!
Go turn she spigot of every tun,
And let the aoceursed wina all run!*

« [ flew to obeyin beat and haste,
Bat stopping to take one golden taste,
1 lhiad not the heart to sea such waste.

«And lifting my bhaunds, I conld but say,
¢ GGod keep his perilons gifts, I pray,
T°util the millennium!® When tbet Gay

4+ Shall dawn on a world new-msdo again,
Sach wine iney bo harmless unto mon
urown like to the angels, but—not t1l} then!*

»* 3y prayer hiad its answor: year by year
I visit theae ruins, and linger near
To seo that no trace of the tuns appear.

¢+« For az soon a3 the blossoms scent the vine,
Tiho crones hava & saying, that 'tis a sign
The cooper has come to taste his wine.

¢« Poor fool! As you listen to what I've {old,
I think you wonld barter & bag of gold
To o0k on the tons, and touch their mold.”

+*And taste them!" alond old Heiurich said;
Aud he looked around, and horeised his head ;
But cooper and caitlo andallhad flod !

And there in the rosdside ditch he lay,
Angd puzzled his brains till tho braak of day,
Aud wondered what Ureichen would have to
88Y.
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LETTER FROAM MY LIBRARY.
THE SECRET OF PREACHING.

My friend, the Rev. William. Peter,
writes me a letter. in which he expresses
the wish that.1 would tell him what:1 re-

—t—

gard as the secret of success n the pulpit. |

He arcompanies this request with. the ex-
pression of sume not wholly unreasinable
Jdoubts as o whether-there 1s any secret,

whether good preaching 1s not.good luck.

rather than_skill, and some comphment-
ary remarks' which I pass by with no

vther comment tha' this. That he does’

not 1n the least exaggerate my honor for
-the pulpsr and .my hearty sympathy for
ministerr in their ministenal work.

i

b+ I think there is a seeret of ministerial
s success. It is not in luck ; neither, how-
ever, is it in skill.  Cherc is a third alter
. native, which my friend, William Peter,
does not mention, and which, frow what
I hear of theological seminarics, 1 sus
pect does nat get much mention in them
And I hardlvy know how to give expres:
sion to it mvself

!

-but he devotes less attention to expound.

ing its meaning than to applying it to
modern phases of life and  experience,
Phillips Brouks uses his text as a modern
physician might use a microphone, to re-
veal the heait beats of his patient; he
speaks «irectly of and to personal es
perience.  Mr. Beecher's preaching is
philosophical, Dr. Taylor’s practical,

The Yale ‘Theological Serainary has | Phillips Brook's experimental. Of wourse,

“heen, for a numbicr of yaars past, lu.'.lring' I do not mean that cither excludes all
, from sarious justly celebrated preachers | clements i the  others’ discourses; I

lectures on preaching,
red for these lectures the most sue

It has select- Tonly characterize in a single word the
Psalient characteristic of each. :
Tuat Grotchon should kuow his gawsworo spont.  eessful preachers in this country, andone | their discoutses are as  different as in
tof the mast syecessful in Frgland. Henry | structure,

In. dress,

Mr. Beedher abounds  with

Ward Reeher, John Hall, William M. | illustration, often pictorially claborated.

‘Taylor, Phillips Brooks, R. W. Dale, and
, Bishop Simpson, have successively de-
. Inered these lectures,  Phese are all sue-
v cessful preachers, © - Phey have large con
I'gregations: and they are all recognized
" in their respective communities as men
"of pre-eminently useful lives and nunis-

tries.  In cach case, too, the success has

been well won,  These men were not
born great, and did not have greatness
‘thrust upon them.  Mr. Beecher came
unknown from the West to an infant
church in Brooklyn, has ministered to
Vit for considerably over a quarter of a
century, and has seen it grow, under his
ministry, from nothing to the largest
y <hurch in Amenica, with 2 score or more
’ of scions which have gone out from the
parent roof and made Plymouth Church

a sacred name in half a score of States.
| John Hall and William M. Taylor were

buth called to successful and well-estab-
’hshcd churches: but one has removed
) his church to a new location, and under
| his influence a new edifice has been
l crected, which is, I suppose, for the com-

bined purpose of worship and instruc-
I'tion, without a superior in America, and

the other has practically revolutionized
i thie character of us  congregation, if - not
t of hus church, in the five or siv years that
the has been preaching 10 it~ Phillips
! Brooks began his ministry in an obscure

church in  Philadelphia, and, by the
I power of his pulpit, has made the wealth-
! iest and most aristocratic church in aris-

tocratic Boston a servant of the common
I people.  Bishop Simpson began to preach

despite the assurances of his college mates
I'that, whatever else he could do, he never

could be a public speaker, and earned
y his bishopric by Ius rank as the foremost
{ pulpit orator of his denomination. Mr
Dale’s history I do not know ;I only
know him as a successful pastor of a vig-
orous church in one of those material
manufacturing centers where the still
small voice of the Gospel is apt to be
drowned by the roar and rattle of cease-
less machienry,

Now,is there anything in common in
these preachers?  Is there any one ele-
ment that belongs to them all
that can be called the secret of their
success? There is nothing in common
in their methods. Bishop Simpson never
writes his sermons; Phillips Brooks some-

John Hall writes, but .does not read;
Wiliam ‘M. Taylor writes and réids :
Mz. Beecher rarely goes into the pulpit
without notes, and rarely adhéres to them
when'there.  Mr. Beecher preaches. with
much dramatic intonation and ‘gesture ;
John Hall'with'few and simple' gestures,
and these “wholly undramatic ;-William
M. Taylor with incessant and excessive
;.nervoe-action ; Phillips Brooks with in-
tense rapidity of utternace,.but almost
j ¥ithout a. gesture.  In A
in external manner there is little: in
common. Mr

: gencrally  psychological not

y metaphysical, his™ text  furmishes:  the
lmit for, rather than the basis- of
his. -sermon. The. sermon would: be
j cqually good without a text.. John ‘Hall
the simple_unfolding of- ‘Scripture,  Wii-
iliam M. Taylor also adheres to his text

times writes and sometimes extemporizes ;.

anternal. as

| 1s expository , his sermons- are- gencrally.

frozen ground:" “The work-of the minist-

A truth which he caught up asan illustra-
tion he stops to press howe, the hour is
often over before the sermon is half
preached, his fiery catiiestness -carrics
him away as well as his hearers, and his
language is frequently tne unguarded
hyperbole of passionate oratory.  Dr.
Hall rarely uses any illustration ; if he s
a poet, he denies himself the use of his
poetic gift; and he sclects his words with
as much scrupulous care as if he were
delivering  theological  discourses to a
body of trained students, he never out:
steps the bounds of restrained modera-
tion. Dr Taylor ravcly preaches with-
out illustration, but as rarely diverts the
mind from the general aim ‘of the dis
course by the brilliant beauty of any
single figure; his illustrations are. taken
from the common life of the phin peo-
ple or are borrowed from lterature ; the
artistic symmetry of his discourse is.
never impaired; he is never fragmentary,
and his vehemence of .feeling.is express-
ed by.the energy of his .action rather
than by that of his language. Phillips
Brooks weaves.his figures.into the. woof
of his discourse. He speaks as a man
who 15 1n such great haste to reach the
final result that hecannot stopto dallywith
illustrative truths, be they what they may,
he suggests pictures, but' does not paint
them; the beauty 1 his scrmons is like
those of fluwers seen from a passing train
in a distant meadow—they- lighten up
the whole, but there'is no opportunity-to
study, hardly even to catch a. passing
glance at any particular flower. I make
no attempt to include Bishop Simpson
and Mr. Dale an this companson, be-
cause I am not famihar with their pulpit
addresses.

TFrom -this comparison, I judge .that
the secret of those preachers is néither 'in
the structure of .their- discourse, .nor in
its rhetorical ‘address, nor.in the manner
of dehivery: A preacher-1:ay. be exposi-
tory, practical, experimental .or -philo-
sophical; he may abound with life:and
figure,.or-he may .cultivate a.Quaker-like
plainness of. oratorical . attite; he may
be calm or vehement;. he may read or.
speak, and still bé.a great preacher.  In
other words, he may be a Moses, a David,
an Isaiah, Paul,.aJamés or a John, and
succeed, whichever character he posesses.”

But there is one thing in commoninall
these men: in difierent methods and with

different instruments, they- all address |.

the spiritual naturc.in man. And this is’
the secret of their success, and'it is tne
secret’of all pulpit success, ’
"Every man hos in him a spiritualnature, -
though in' many men it is' like a sced ‘in

er is to thaw the ground-and start the secd

to growing. It is the function of the pl-

pit 1§ address ‘dormunt- spirtual® niture ;
arouse it :-makeit hear, make it respond.

‘Itis the grandest.and [inost difficult task
Beecher is argumenta- |.G9d cvér:gave-any, man‘to: do. _ It'can’
'tive and philosophic, his sérmons are ;,ONly.be done by-the voice..

o say,

The re-

ligious press Lan never. take the’place of:
‘the_pulpit, because it can. never-do the

work, which requires. ¢ye, voice-and liv.
ing: soul.. ‘This. spiritual nature dwells,

like the enchanted princess of .the fairy

tale, in 2 secret'.chamber. in ‘thé castle.’

and is there transfornied $0'as to be: un-
recognized.  Only: -he' who -gets “the!

magic word, before which bolt and bar
fly back, can get in where the bewitched
sleeper lies and recover her to life agam.
A great many ministers seem to me not
to know their own mission.  They speak
to the imagination, to the reason, to the
domestic affections , speak with consider-
able effectiveness and power; but they
do not make the spiritual nature hear
what they hayve tusay.,  1heyare logieal,
brilhaat, pathetic, dramatic ; but they are
not spiritual.  T'he fruits of the Spiritare
love, joy, peace.  “T'heirsermons quicken
no love, stimulate no joy, bestow no peace,
Men weary of argument’; they grow tired
uf pyrotechics, but they never weary of
the man who really helps them to -suffer
long and still he gentle, who really in.
spires them with a broader and profound-
er goodness, who illlumes their darken-
ed life with the steady glow of a new-fed
faith. Ifitis not doing this for them they
are very little-whether hus arguments are
all sound, or his manners faultless, He
may-cven mutilate the king’s English, as
Mr. Moody sometimes docs, and they
will hang on his utterances with the same
cager attention.  Whether philosophy or
human experience or the Bible is the key
with which he unlocks the human heart is
small.matter so that he gets in, past the
imagmation, past the wnsenibilitics, to the
spiritualnature—to conscience, faith, hope
and love. When they are awake 't mat-
ters not what other faculties sleep ; so long.
as they are asleep it -matters not that
other facultics are awake,

In the differentiation going on in so-
ciety, it scemes to me as though the minis-
try failed'to se¢ their: opportunity, and
whatit demands. Preachets are no long-
er the sole or even the’ chief instrument
of the people. We no longer depend on
the ‘long prayer’” for the village news ;
we get 1t from-the wvillage newspaper
per. As teachers, the daily and’ weekly
and monthly press have many advantages-
over the preacher.  He - cannot conmpete
with them.  But there is one thing hecan
do which theycannot, he can speak dircct-
ly to that which every man knows to be
highest in him —the spiritusl nature, that
which isof kinto God. ‘I'o do this should.
be the preacher's study. His work is
not toamuse the imagination, to excite the.
sensibilities ot to convince the reason,
but to.arouse the spintual nature: He
1s a specialist ;.and hus - specialty is, not
to demonstrate.a doctrine, ‘but - to- devel:
.op character ; not to develop all the char-
acter, .but that which is suprenie, .or
should be—faith, hope, love, the-divine
life. We do not, Messrs: Clergymen, go
to.church to'be amused, or “even. to- be.
instructed, but to be revived:  Cathedral:
‘magnificence, social’ enjoyment .and. ad-
vantage. choice music; -pulpit pyrotech-
-nics'and -pulpit- logic ‘are a_poor ‘substi-
tute for words that, lik¢ Christ’s, have: in
them /ife.—Ldicus, in:Christian Urion,

Bustior- Wmpriz's Missions.=Tishor Whip..
ple, of Minnesota, has nndertaken a tour smeng,
the Indian missions under hischarge. At Loech
Lake hoconsccrated $he' Jadian Churchi-of .$he:
Good Bhepherd. “For filees yoars,” tho Bish-
op says, *George Bonja, 6he of the trnest friends
Aho Indisna everhad, a man of mixed Indian and;

‘| Atri¢an blood, hiad plesded for a ‘church. ‘Ho.

Aied withoutseing it.  Two Fears agos:Chris::
‘tian girl in New York city, who'liad long’ pitisl
the red men; diéd and left s bequest tobild thia-

| church: .Mz heart iwas fall for I conld not horg'

Shinkingof Miss' Josie Smitk and my brave ol

.voyager, who wait forus in:Paradiso. -Iesnnot
describe the service:: The music was heart music,
.and the sound of these voices liko the sound’of
-many waters in that land whersthey sing asong,
-which none can learnbut they who are redesmed’
from among men..-I confirmed thirty-eig

t per-
sons, sad some fortyknelt at Holy.Commun?:;‘.
Alter zervios 1 received a mossage, that the wild
:Indiansdewired toLiolda conneil.. Ialwaysdresd.
these councils for they are usually filied with com-
plaints’ and "pléss for gifts: "These men' wel: -
.comed ma . with: '~ very ~graceful + words.
They asked balp, - but it was toprovidemesns to .
work., They asked:for a larger “school-houie.
_These were simple thingy, bzt they told ns that’
one, toach-of natare maka thewh  “world




