
LINIVERRAL Olt COSMIC TIME.

United States of North Ainerica, have corne to an understandingalid
hi other couintries, stich asq Germuany andi ItaIy, theo liko. remuit uîiiy

be lookcd for-, as the saîno Meridiau is ahr-ady thoere legaftly ili-
trodîîced iii the preparation of the i-yrgahcChîarts. Po.,slbly
France, out of nationial feeling, îuay for somne time appear as
holding, back. Evcnitually, however, it mnay be looked for-, that regard
for the commnon godl and for thc actual interests of its owvn nîî
tielln, ay cause the Government of t1hat country to makzule the uilifca-
tion complete. 'We niay, therefore, regar'd the chiief object of ilie
XVasinigtoîî Conferenice, namiely, ie establishrneiit of the Fir-St.
Meridian, frein whichi ail the reinaiiiig questions arc more or ls
natural conisequences, as satisfactorily soived.

Possibiy the initroduction of Universal Time niay experience greateî
difficuities iii tue adminiistration of commercial instituttions, as tlîis inno-
vation will act upon a numerous class of pecople, and aivakzen new ideas
on questions with ivhichi tbey have liad little occasioni to make, themi-
selves familiar. In thie ineantime, according to the opiniion of mcii
capable of appreciating these difficulties, at least in Russia, whiere
tiiere is great extent in Lonigitude, besides wvherc the ideas over thc
differences of Time Notation are more complicated thani elscwhiere,
they are less important Chan ait the lirst glance thiey îvould :Lppear to
be. It is to be expccted that at the present time the constantly î*e-
iiated Congresses on Rail way, Post and Telcgraph Administration
will sooni occupy themnselves îvitl tis zmatter, and sustained by the
autliority of the Washiuîg-ton Congress, wvill caîl inito practice the
Resolutions iii this respect wlmîch ivere, passed there.

Muchi earmiest reflectiomi, on the othier hIandI must be given to the
desire cxpressed at the meeting, that Astronomiicai 'firn Reckolling"
slîould be broughit iii accord îvitli the commencement of the day iii
civil lifé.

Iii tis matter astronomers liave iot simply to abandon a etîstoin
of long' standing, and consequently to makec condition-al. chauges. cf
pi-actice estillhîd for many years, but at the saine timie astromomnica 1
chronology is disturbed, whichi it is easily iunderstood, munst exerciste
a înarked effèct on the comprelmension of ail proi)lems bcaring upoi
motion. 'Withiout donbty the :îstroiiomcr must makze a greait sacrifice
for the fuilfilmeneit of this desire;- but iii reality thmis sacrifice is niot.
greater than tliat entailed on our forefathers, Nvheon tlecy passedl froni Mie
Juilian to thie Grîegorian Notation of Tiimne, or whien thecy altered tIm
commencement of the year :a sacrifice of conve.nience, by whicb we
yet suifer -Mien it becoines uîecessaey to refer to phienoinena of remote
dates. At this period wc niust the icss stand iii fear of a Jikce sacri-
fice, whcen by sucli means an acknowledged existing non-accord he-
tween science and ordinary life eail bc set aside: a non-accord wlaicli
it is truc in inidividu.il cse-s dees net press hecavily on thc astrenomer,
but îvhichi is a conistant Soire of noveinefori. -rfesea


