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THE ONTAtRIO G(>VERNM'i)ENTPS NICKEL POLICY.

The re-orgaîîization of the Govertiment cf Ontario under
the Pretiiierslîip of lion. G. WV. Rosa lias been 3ignaliy.ed by
an important advance in the direction of developing our
minera] wvealth and securin.g to, tho people of the Province
tho fuil advantage cf the working up 0f the raw oeaterial tu
an advanced stage of manufacture, hitiierto enjoycd by
fereigners and in foreign countrieu.

Tite recent Crderin.Councii issued as ant earnest of the
policy of tie admninistrationî in tIîis regard, is the niost signifi-
cant political document which lias appeared in late years,
considered with reference te its bearings on industriai pro-
greas, and the course wvhiciî it bias outlined wvill nicet the
cordial approval of ail wvio have the economic welfare of the
country at heurt.

It lies long been evident % o those wlio have given the suh.
jeet any eneasure of consideration that in her nickel mines
Ontario possesses a source of wealth and prosperity, wvhich,
if wisely exploited se as -o preserve for lier own citizens the
benefit of the processes -.ecessary for the manufacture of tie
finislied preduct, in place of the exportation of the raw
materiai, would resuit ini a vast increase in capital and popu-
lation and the building up cf thriving manufacturing coin-
munities in the mining region. As will liereafter be shown,
the denîand for nickel abroad is continually increa8si-g whiie
in our principal fereign mnarket, the United States, the
domeetic supply it; ae limnited that it need hardiy bo taken
into consideration. Under tiiese circunistances wve lit ve every
oppertunity te, add te our inidur zries that cf nickel nianufae.
turing by prohibiting the expert cf the raw inateriai.
Following tlîe course adopted in connection with tlîe luanher-
ing industry, the Provincial Governmneat proposes, se for as
its power and influence extende, to put a stop tu the shipment
of nickel iii its crudo forai, and otiierwiso te aid in tie build-
ing up cf the manufacture in Ontario.

Tite Order-in.Couîicil centaine tlîree propositions looking to
thoc encouragement of the nickel manufacture. In view of
the importance of tlîis nietal in naval construction, it is
intended to renew negotiations wvith the B3ritish Governwent,
begun in 189 1, with the object of inducing thern te aecept and

operato a conccessioni cf a tract of niickel orem for imipeîial or
national purposes. Siioul theso efforts bu succes8ful it will
prove ant additioîial facetor iii 8tinîula.img the 8entiîineîi of
Impurial tiniby bit!ed upon communiîii iturest.. Tite îost
'tignificant feature cf thie order, iîo\vever, isý that wvldiit
follows, declaring tîtat if îiecessary tosecuro tu entabiishîîioit
cf refining plants iii tie Province, it i8 proposed te a8hk that
effeet ho given te tlîo Domnion Act uncior wliicli oxpoît
duties may ho iniposed upon nickel and copper, subject tu
modifications in Laver o! Britaiîî andi otiier portions of thu
Empire. It niay fairiy ho presumied thiat so inmportnt a step
wvould bardly have been taken witlîout ant xnderstanding
with Ottawva Iooking te the imposition cf sucli a duty. Tito
recognlition cf the preferentiai priniciple, iii accordaîîce with
whicli the Empire w11l be favoreci ai apgaiîîst tîlo Uniited
States and otiier couintries wliich impose a iieavy tariff upaii
cur manufactures, is equally gratifyiiîg froint te staîadpoint
of Sound protection and tlîat, of enligliteîîed patrietismi. lta
the ineantimne the Governuiietit have put tlîeir policy practicahly
inteo operatiozi te the full extent of tlieir power by providîng
thiat ail future -rants of înining lands suai! cogitaili a provision
thi3t ail ere produced shahl bo refinced iii tue Province.

In order te eiiabie our readers te fuliy appreciaf e tho~ vaut
benefits; wlîicli will accrue front tue carryin-u into effeet cf
tuas broad and statesinanhike policy, sme figures sliowing tic
growth aîid extent of the nîickel mîniing industry lieère, and
tue capacity cf tho United States anarket, which will thon bu
open tu fuliy inanufactured nickel are preseîited. Tite report
for the current year cf MNr. Archibaid B3lue, Director of the
Bureau of MNis, conî'.Iins ciaborate tables setting forth the
condition of the nickel industry for tlie seven years, 1892.98,
showing for each year the quantities of ore raised and:snielted,
the produet cf mnatte, tue estininted inetiiic conîtents tiiereof
and their value. Tite niickel
value were as follows:

Ycar. 1'ousids.
1892 ... 4.614,000
1893 ..... 3,306,000
1894 ....... 5,141,000
1895 ... 4,631,500
189)6.......3,897,000
1897 ....... 3,998,000
1898 ....... 4,567,500

contLent, in pounds a~nd their

Vnlue.
8Q590,002
454,702
612,724
404,861
357,('00
359,C-51
514,220

Poud ch!,3,ver
14.190
13.754
11.918
8.741
93.10<6
8 995
9.236

During titis period the total quantîity of ore sinelted anid
reduced te îîîatte in tic Sudbury district was 51.1,852 toits,
yielding, in addition tu copper, 29,705,000 pounds of nickel, of
a total value iii tie ferni in wvhicli it was exported of
$3,294,060. Had the process cf manufacture been completed
in Ontario the v'alue of tie refined inetal at th,, average selling
price would have been $10,396,750. Tite copper product of
34,570,500 pounds, valued in its flnislied state at $3,975,607,
would bring the total up te $14,37 2.357. The tet 1 outiay
fer wages it Ontario on accounit cf tlîis production wu-
$ 1,929,894-but the shiareocf the value of the refined matals
outside o! Ontario distributed in -,vages, services nnid profits
wvas net le8s tîman ten million dollars.

That tie prohibition cf tlie export cf nickel ore and nîatte
by the impo2ition cf a suflicientiy lieavy expert duty would
ensure its manufacture liere witliout lesening tiî oeutput of
tic mines i4 very ensily proved by stAitistics sliowing diat
the United States is alnjost eîîtirùly dependcîît upon us fer
tiîeir supply of nickel.

"The Mlinerai Industry, its Statistics, Techînology and
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