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speeitic duties be dope away with ud ad vatorem duties <ub
stituted inall enses.

M way be proper to heve say that the grievances of these
importers, as far as they refate to the administration of the
customs laws, and to the advisability of maintaining outposts
and unlit men in charge of them have unothing whatever to
do with the tarifl. Tf these impovters frequently tind cases
where their customers are enabled to lay down in their stoves
imported goods cheaper than the importers care to sell thew,
anless fraud is being practised vpon the Customs, perhups it
wauld he quite as well to allow iuters to stand as they are.
But there can be no question that simple and even-handed jus-
tiee demands that there should be entire uniformity in the
appraisement of nparted merchaudise,

Most likely the vequest w exclude the newspaper reporters
grow out of the fact thwr i the subject of Canadian nunu-
factures of textile fabrics the delogation were not unanimous,
and bLecause different shales of politieal opinion were repre-
sented. No doubt there were these present who, beeause
they thought they conld make a slighuy larger profit by hand-
ling imported goods, would be quite willing to see Canadian
wanufactaring industries g to the wall, this aecounting for
their desire that those st interested in the matter--the
Canadian consuming  public--shouid be excluded from the
audience, aud kept in darkuess as to the nunes of the selfish
ones. 1t is rather rewmarkalie, tuo, that these gentlemen who
were reluetantly foreed to admit that they did not pussess uny
techuical knowledge of the proces: of manufacture of the clasees
of goods they buy and xell, shonld announce that they believed
Tn
view of this ignorance it was sweet, kivd wad excoedingly pate
ronizing of them wo assuve the Commission, that they were pre.
pared to support the Governme:nt in vemoving taxation from
the consumer, particularly under civewnstances where deserv-
ing industries would not be erippled.  Which, in the opinion of

that material reductiooy night be wmade iv the duties.

these very vespeetable importers, ave deserving industries?
Will they kindly state.

The supercilious gentlemen, with hats in hund, before the
Tariff Commission, also declared that they Jdid nut desive to
have it inferred, from what they had szid  regarding lower.
ing the taviff affecting the deserving manufacturers of textile
fabrics, that they favored extraordinary solicitude for indus-
tries that had failed to prove their claim to existence as against
reasonable competition @ geng so fur as to declure that they
advocated that specific duties ta be dene away with, and adva.
lorem duties be substituted in all cees,

No wonder these delightful gentlauen desired to exclude
the reporters when they were thus astagonizing the manufac
ing interests of Cunada, proclaiming their ultra firee trade
views, and seeking by means of legislation to advance the in-
terest of the fmporters and middlemen, who give no cmploy
ment to skilled labor, and who are not employers of labor to
any consitderable extent, 1o the detriment of the interests of
buth cmployers and cwployees in Canadian factories.  The
presumption of these importers tumounted to absolute impu-
dence when they informed the Ministers that while they did
not possess any technical knowledge--in fact did not know
what they were talking about—regarding the process of wanu-
facture of textile fabrics, they were quite willing and prepared
to sny, that in their interest, aud in the intevest of the whole
country, large teduetions should De mnde in the dutics levied
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upon the imports of such merchandise ag they handled.  And
then, venlizing that they had slopped over very much, they
most kindly intimated a desire thav deserving indusuries be
not adversely affected by the change in the tariff that they
suggested.  In the face of the adunssion that they did not
know what they were talking about, 1t was indeed refreshing
for them to express a desire that deserving industries be not
erippled. It was to be hoped, too, that these extremely un-
selfish gentlemen would have informed the Commission jus
which the industrics were that had failed to prove their cluim
Lo existence as against reasonable competition,  "Phey should,
tou, have filed n diagram showimg how and why 1t would be to
the best interest of Caunda, mstead of their own personal and
selfish selves, that specific duties be done away with entavely,
and advalorem dutics be substituted in all cases.
JEWELERS AND SILVERSAITHS,

One of the most important and representative deputations
thad have yet confronted the Miursters was that representing
the jewellers and silversmiths' section of the Board of Trade.
Tu was composed of Messrs, W. K. MceNaught, . W. Eil.,
M. CEllis, James Ryrie, Awmbrose Kent, H. R. Playter,
Edmund Sheuer, 1. H. Lee, H. E. Anderson & Co., . Gun.
ther, Benjamin Kent, )., Davis, John Wanless, F. M. Morphy,
Walter J. Bare, J. B Ellis & Co., jewellers, aud the follow
ing silversmiths: Messrs. K. Gooderham, Toronto  Silver
Plate Company ; W. K. George, Standard Silver Plate Cam.
pany ; Roden  Bros.,, manunfacturers of sterling silverware
Saunders & Laurie ; Julius Saunders, of H. & A, Saunders ;
A H. Dewdney of Dewdney Bros., and E. Cohen of Cohen
Bros., specialey manufacturers.

Mr. AL C. Lllis, the principal spokesin, before reading
the memorandum prepared by the jewellers and silversmiths
seetion, said thav the deputation was thoroughly representa-
tive of all the kindred industries.  They represented n clasws
of merchauts, wholesale and retail, wnd of manufacturers,
wmongst whom there existed no whatever,
There were no restrictions on  theie trade, and free and un-
trammelled competition existed.

e read the following memorandum, setting forth he
views and wishies of the jewellers and silversmithis :

With the exception of tower ¢locks (on which the duty is
thirty pev ceat.) the present duty on clocks of all kinds tport.
ed into Canada is twenty-five Iper cent,

Tower clocks have for some years past been manufactured
in Toronio and Montreal and have been found savisfaciory
both as regards quality and price.  No other clocks of any
kind are at present made in Canada,

This section, thevefore, recommends that the present rute
of duty upon tower und other clocks be allowed to remnin as
it is at present.

The present duty an watch movements imported without
canses i ten per cent. Watch cases are dutinble at thirty-five
per cent, and watches complete, that is both movement and
case combined in onue article, twenty-five per, cent.

Watch movements have never heen made in Canada, and
owing o the ditlicalties in their construction and the large
amount of capital required for their manufacture, we do nwt
ste any peospect of their being made here for many yews to
The duty on wateh movements was formerly twenty
per cent., butin 1887, in answer to petitions from the jewel
lery trade, wholesale and retail, the duty was lowered to iis

combination

come.



