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titat wvc are not surpriseci that the insuirauce coniipaniie5
liave rcsolvcd to itnke a iniaterial advance ln the pre-
iiiiits on mercantile risks iii the latter city. Toronto
lias nio bteami fire eniginles, no halvagc corps, no wate
tower, nc1. nearly So pter cent. of its water mains are
only 0 luiches alnd untder. 'rhus we miay say that il
%vill takze at least tweive iontlis to bring thiat cil3 ''s
fire applialices ai protection upl to date, for it must
îlot be forgotten Oitat lie %vatcr mîains înutst be suffi-
cientiy large before the steamiers 'and wvater to%,%er cai:
be thoroughiy relied uipon. We are îlot aware %victîher
the Toroîtto Bard of Trade is stili ititencling to depre-
ciate te increase ln rates, but %ve shouild thiulk the last
fire was the best reply 10 a Board composed of ioî,siiness
andi coininon-sense mxen. We sîoid also ltoî..e nlow
titat te intînicipal Insurance Schieie wvil1 tither miis-
carry or be ' sill-borui," for it would do more 10 injure
Toronto's credit nt homte and abroad thian woid aîîy
ntuter of such fires whtich have occurreci since the
opcnlitg of titis year j mdcci, te very proposai of sucit
a schieine lias been exîougl to lessel te cotnpetitioîî
for lte city's bonds aireacly.

W~e have ofîcîx spoken strongiy about our owtx city's
sitorlcomnîgs, so titat our friends iii Trorontto lieed îlot
suppose il is because, we live ini MNottreal that wc have
wvritten as -%ve liave donc, but fron ait honest clesi-c toi
exhibit the truc aspect of tlie c:ase. Torontto lias ont-
growîx ils lire appliatîces, let lier niow putt lier sitoulder
10 the wheei, respecting lier lire protection, %v:len, sie
iîîay dle&'îîd upoti it, lte irîsuraîlce conîpaîties wvill do
the rest.

In conclusion, we %vouid suggest-and otîr reniarks
apply equally to Montreal as to Toronto iîi tiis parti-
cular-thal there slîould be a by-lawv ini every cily pro-
itibîling lte erectioti of stone or brick buildings, cover-
iîîg large arcas, wit,ut aîîy itîside walis, and being
supported ot lte grouîîd floor enlireiy by iroît pillars,
except aI ecdi exlreîîxity of lte building, so ltat espe-
cially iii co-ciier-stores of such conîstructionî tlure i.; cou-
siderable danîger, wviien licre is a fire, of te iroix
colunitis sura-4)piitg and briîîging dowt lte wvhîoie struîc-
ture.

TORONTO AN'D STEANI FIRE ]ESGtStS.

In our Jie ist issue, 1894, Of lthe CuîRONsîLi. w%-e
printed a Table of " Fire Protectiont Statistics" witic
unidcr twenty-iree hicads gave ujîteli valuable itfrua
lion reiating toi te fire proteclive appiiaîîces of 1 5 large
American cities, also of Mi\onîreal antd Torontto. We
subjolît ait extract front ltaI table, witich ntay bc. use-
fui îtow lta lte Torontto City Cotiteil lias decideci 10
purcliase steani lire cîtgiîîcs and generaily 10 iticrease
lthe fire appiaxîces. Il w~ill be îîoted, État Rocihester,
Syracuse, Albanîy and Hartford, ail witlt smaller popu-
lationts ltait Toronto, have rcspectiveiy 6, S, îo anîd S
steam lire etîgittes, atnd il would titerefore seetx ltat
Toroîtto, witî lthe snîaiier iîuntber L.e., six etîgittes,
whiciî Rochester, wilii a populatiotn of 140,000, coitsiders
nec'essary, wvould be noîte to0 weil equipped, Mon-
tr.al %vith a populationi onlly 18 per ccett. larger titan
f ànonto having fine citgines. Ii lte mialter of com-

parativ'c annuil exî'eîuitures on Fire Depar iients,
Toronto stemîs to have i'-en extrenîciy parsiimoiious,

cxeî~Ugp-cr capita oiily Soc, 52ec if cost of water
sîîpply bc dedcltec A inor geileroui' treatnient of
its Fire Departilent wiiI prove to ie tlie (tnest econ-

'%ile oid .t or
Naine of City. Si:~m lrt. :il to lug t.) î~.

Ont: for $ C.
Hanrtford........... ..... S 6,115o 1 î2-
Albany ..... ....... ...... I io,Mo 1.00
Bîu ffalo............. ........ 23 11,116 :.1 t3
Boston........ .......... 40 212 r r
Moîncaeipolis................ iî 1. .51
Syracuîse..... ............ S 11,8 7 5 1.0

X1lW(IIIIdL .......... 2o 12, 1 o
Detroit........................ 20 1 Z.500
St. Louis...................... .15 12:900
Milwatne ......... 1 13,631
P>ittsburgh ................... z , 14,0c
Chicago.............76 1 5,soo
Cleveland .......... ...... 87 15,SS2

Rcet..................6 23,333
Moîttreal ............. ...... 9 25,000
ýV.isllitigtoit......... é 321300
Torotito ..................... 0 19 oo00

1.43

îlot givel
1.20

1 43
O 75
1».30
o.so

LIFE RESERVES.

Tie adloption hy lthe Suit Lifé of Caîtada of the
Itistitute of Actuaries Hui. table antd four per ccett.
initercst, as the basis on whifci to calccîlate its rescrvcs,
lias .îattirally giveit risc 10 coitsidera>le discussiont ini
iiîsuraiîce circies. The cquestionî, whlether, it view of
lte dowitward teîtdeîtcy of lie rate of 'îîterest, lte
presclît goveriiîîîeîît stanîdard sitould îlot be allercd
front four antd oite-lialf to fouir per ccitt., is rapidiy
bccoitiig a bitdiîîg omte. Nol oiîfy lias O'ie Sun Lik
coin clowntt four per ccett., but lthe Great M'Test of
WVintnipeg adoplcd ' wii cotîtîtit u.ciitg iusiîtcss, as

wviil be seî) by a let. ini attotîter coluntîti Tie Cani-
ada Life lias also recogtxized te îtccessily of sudl; a
chîange being tîmade finth Ui ear future, by puttitîg aside
a speciail reserve of S250,000t as a preparalfoît tiierefor.
A letter whliclt we have rt:ceived suggests lIe titiglit
ltaI probably our readers xviii be iiiterested in know-
iîtg liow the chîange of staîl 'ards affects differentt comi-
paîîics. The foliowiitg figures are cilled fre-u lthe
retuiîs itiade 10 lte A ntericaît States Deriartltet

î,IFFEtutxdi IIErWî:I-:x% ' iîtVI-*S AS AT 3i5't 1)1-'C., 1S 9 2.

Coîiuîany. Aliter., 41 Il.c. collibiîi, 4 î'.c.

.3os0S7,7oo 31,760,755
i-ejrîtitia .............. 15,221,179 16,316,J05
Hoiuie...... ........... 6,096,340 6,5o6,SS7
Matîha-ttall ............. 11P157,554 12,024,657
Muttial '.ciîcfit... .... 44M5S,375 47,266,347
Mtuttal, N.Y ....... .... 14S,564!551 158,137,191
National, Vt ..... ....... 6,895,028 71414%009
Phoenlix -Mut ............ S#399,473 S,869,t)68
Providett Savings .... 3SS,î j6 494,715
*Travelcrs .............. l0,440711 11,305,362
Union Ceutral ............ ,756,805 A5,S
Union %MuttUa.1..........5623s635 5,954-06S
United States ...... ..... 5,6S6,341 6,203,120
Washîington ...... ...... 10,7l5s695 111578,894

'rotL' (14 Coys.) .. 5311,611,593 $3'12,285,565

Per ci.

105-59
907-19
'06.73
107-77
106-03
106-44
107-53

io5.6o
127.46
los.28
108.99
105.8
109.09
îo8.05

106-63


