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“Truth is Catholic; proclaim it cver, and God will effect the rest.”—BaLmez.
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In Cauadian politics, the most im
portant ovent of the weok was Hon.
Mr. Foster's speech on the Budget on
Feb. 14. Tho actual receipts for
1801-92 wore given at $86,921,R71,
T he receipts from customs alone were
$20,601,059, being a decreaze of $2,
808,241 from the previous yoar. This
decrease, is mainly owing to the redue-
tion cof ‘the duties on sugar, which
alono has lessened the receipta by over
$8,000,000. Excisoshowsan increase
of & little over $1,000,000. This,
with a slight gain in miscellaneous
receipts, shows a loss from last year
of $1,687,489.

The expenditure on cousolidated
fand was $86,765,804, an increase
overlast year, which the .Finance
Minister accounts for by the extra
chargos of the long session.  On capi-
tal account, particularly in subsidies
to railways, the expenditure shows a
large decronse as compared with the
preceding year. In gpite of this, how-
ever, principally on account of tLe
loss of receipts on account of the
abatement of the duty on sugar, the
Gioverninent was cbliged to float &
loan in England, and the national
debt was increased by $8,822,408,
making the rather enormous sum of
$241,1381,000 cn the debit side of the
country's books. A large part of this
increaso Mr. Foster explains away.
The North Shore railway bands, which
he claims, were never a real asset,
have been caucelled, and putting loans
on the market at a low rate of interest
has naturally forced their value below
par. So far in the present figeal year
tho receipts have been greater, and
the expendituro less than during the
same Ynonths of last ysar, but the
expenditure will be greatly increased
in the next half year by improvements
in the quarantine system and work on
the canals.

The statistics concerning our in-
ternal trade are at present rather
unsatisfactory but Mr. Foster argues
increased trade from the gain in our
freight receipis on the railways of
more than $8,500,000. In foreign
trades our business with the United
Stateg declined $2,000,000 but on tho
other hand it increased with Great
Bntain by $15,000,0n0, while trade
with Germany, the West Indies, and
the East increased greatly. The
cattle trade with Great Britain suffer-
ed largely on account of their restric-
tions, but a large gain is shown in
cheese, butter, bacon, fruit, and on
account of exceptional conditions, oats.
From his figures, the Minieter argues
continued prosperity for the country
under the present financial system,
particularly with reference to exports,

But the interest in thia important

" part of his speech was overshadowed

by the conclusion, when ho anrounced

Tt

the intention of the Government re
garding tariff reform. Roverting to
the widespread interest in the morits
of a protective policy wkich had been
awakened by the recent eleotions in
the United States, and the continved
low prices of farm pruduce, he declared
the willingness of Lis party to consider
any just grievances that might be
incidentally cauged by the working of
the presunt system. Hs could not see
in freo trade or unrestricted reciproc.ty
any solution of the problems confruii
ing them, as the one would lead tu
direct taxation, and the other to a loss
of autonomy, at least in trade matters.
Among the policies left o them were
s partial reciprocity, if such coald be
arranged to mutual advantage, prefer-
ential trade with England, to wiich,
if practicable the Government stands
pledged, or a general revigion of the
tariff with the intention of equalizing
the burden as much us puss:ble, and
supplying funds for carrying on the
Government of the country. To this
end, a committee consisting of the
honourable gentleman himeelf and
Messrs. Bowell, Wood, and Wallace
will before next session find out the
ideas of those interested in the ques
tion and report to the House a scheme
of tanff reform. The Minister inti-
mated his intention of redncing the
duty on binder twine from 2§ per
cent. to 123 per cont., of lessening
restrictions on American coal oil, and
a probability of restoring the duty on
logs. Altogether the speech was 1n.
teresting, and every Canadian will
await with some anaiety the result of
the investigations of the committee.
The changes, judging from the tenor
of the Minister's remarks, will not
probably be drastic, but it is well some
effort is being made to improve the
financial position of the country.

On Thurrday a delegation waited on
the Premier to petition the Govern-
ment to disallow an act of the Nova
Scotis Government giving s monopuly
of the mines ot Cape Breton to the
Whitney syndicate for a period of 99
years. The reason given for disallow-
ance was that it would injure Imperial
interests. The mines had already
been leased by a compuny for a term
of 20 years renewable at will, but the
company was bound by certain restric-
tions concerning the prosecutiun of the
work, elc. Thopresent company, which
18 composed of American capitalists,
haveleasedthemmes ato royaltyof 10c.
instead of 73c. a ton, but without any
of the restrictions imposed on the
former lease. Dr. Caineron, of Inver-
ness, and Mr. Weldon of Albert attack-
ed the measure on the grounds that it
might interfere with the British Secet
cosling ap in war time, that it tended
to introducing tho Reading Company
combine into Canada, and that 1t was
unfair to the other provinces to place
the ouniput of s0 many mines nnder

the cuntrol of one firm.  Mc. McKean,
the formor lessee of the mine, defunded
the nghts of tne Whitnoy mon i par-
ticular, and monopolies it gonoral, it a
caastiospecch. Hecuntonded that viiuro
were numerous other mitics i the Pro-
vir.ce to srcure aguinst & cutubine, and
further that the yuestion buing a
garely provineial matter, should not
be treated from Outawas The Premier
in replying, 2aid that the Government
would «ake no step in the watter until
it hiad obtained thy opinion of the Pro-
vinoial Governments on tho propriety
and advisability of disallowancs. He
intimated ig reply to & question from
Mr. McNeill, that it was doubtiul
whether the Government could inter-
fera in the question.

On Sunday, Jan. 22nd, there took
place in the Hall of the Canomuzaiton
of the Vatican over the vesnbule of
the Basilica of St. Puter, the sulewn
coremony of the beaufication of a ven-
erable semvant of God, Francis Marne
Bianchi, a rehgious belonging to the
Barnabites. The lLall  beauufully
illuminated with thousands of wax
candles, was further adurned with
pawntings descriptive of miracles
wrought thruugh the intenvenuoun of
Blessed Francis. Amongst thoso who
Lud special places in the chupui were
rome grand nephews of the newly
Leatified servant of Gud. Au unmenss
congregation were presunt at the cere-
wony, as also in the afteruoun when
the Holy Father entered the Hull and
speut gotlie tiwe in prayer befure the
reliquary and unage of the Beaufied
Francis-Marie Bianclu. The throng
seems to have been su grear and
enthusiustic that it was alinost 1mpus-
sible to keep the peuple from crowding
night upon the Holy Father.

The British House of Commons hag
been the scene of many an bistoric
ovent ; the platform of some of the
greatest bursts of oratory the world
has evec heard, and on 1ts arena
liberty's noblest champions have
fought the fight of freedom, justica
and autonomy. But there have been
fow scenes in that liswric chamber
like that which took place a week ago
last Monday, when the Rt. Hon. M.
Gladstone introduced his Home Rule
Bill. It was the death knell w seven
hundred years of tyrunny on the one
hand and justifiable animosity on the
othex. Mony speeches have been
delivered in that assembly--Mr. Glad
stone himself has delivered sevoral
more burming with eloguence , but
none over sounded forth with such
hope in its zounded periods, and such
heavenly rhythm of peace and good
will as fell from the lips of the old
man eloquent :n that speech of two
hours. It was not the arraigning of
Epgland as Edmund Burke arraigned
Warren Hastings for days before the

nation , nor was it the quick, fervid
Pitt asgerting tho rights of Americans,
nor the sull mure fiery retort of Blnel
ue hits reply w Lurd Lyndhurst when
he called the Insh slivus. It was the
calm explanation of & veteran prem.er
placing clearly end eyuitably before the
House tho greatust meusuro e had ever
deliberated upun, s importance 18
derived frow the man who 1ntroduced
1t as well as from 1ts far-reachung con-
sequences , for it will ever rest as a
wereath of 1muwortal glory upun the
brow of William Ewart (iladstone even
though hu should not live to ses its
consummation.

The following Jesputch describes
the actual introduction of the Home
Rale Bill :

Mr. Gladstone usunlly leaves the houso
of Commons ubout 7 o’clock, and does not
return for the night session. On Saturday
mornuuy Inst ho wasted su us swvat till 1
o’vlock in order to go through the form of
introducirg, with lis own hands, the home
culobull. [t was o seeae destanea tobecoae
historic  When the debate ended and for
mal leave was given to introduce the bill,
Me. Gladotuus ruse frun hus place aud went
to the bar at the end of the house. At the
samo moment all the Gladstontaus and the
Itish sucsnbers of .-uth sectivus jumped ap
as one man und as tho venerable statesman
advanced to tho table with the bill in his
haud to prescut it to the ddetk, thoy grevted
him with tremiendaua clicers, waving their
hats above their heads. Me. Belfour had
Joft the Livuse, but Mc. Chamberluin was
still thore and looked upon the significant
enthusiasin with a twitching face. The
members of the sk purty wero 1 excep-
tional spirits, becauso earlier in the eveaing
Edward Blake, the Cansdian statesman,
lind showis by Lus teply toMir. Chawberlan
that ho takes ruok as one of the very ablest
and most skilful debatersin the house,
is sprecis was an sostaut and overwhelm-
ing aticeess  AMr Gladstone said afterwards
that 1t was one of the vory greatest debat.
ing speeches he had over heard.

The Liburals have gained an im-
gurtant sictury at Hesham, North-
umberland, where Mr. Maoclnnes,
Liberal Las been elected by a vote of
4,805 to 4,358 for Nathaniel Geor,.
Clayton, Conservative, MacInnes ro-

presented Hexham in the late parlia-
ment. In the general election he was
opposed by Mr. Clayton, who is the
leader of the Conservative party in
Northumberland, Clayton was elected
by o vote of 4,092 to 4,010 for
MacInnes. A petition was lodged
against Clayton charging that corrupt
practices had been used in his behalf.
Ho was unseated, and the Liberals
bave now gained the constituency.
Jereminh Jocdan, McCarthyite can-
didate in South Meath, was e'ected on
Feb. 17th by a vote of 2,707 to 2.639
for J. J. Walton, Parnellite. Jordan
takes the seat from which Pstrick
Fallaw, ant: Darnellite was displaced-
for clerical intimidation. The vote
for Fullam in the general alection was
2,212 to 2,129 for Dalton, Parnellite.
Amongst those who have already
spoker upon the Bul is Lord Ran-
duiph Charchill, after o silence of two
years. Hig admirers were in hope and
expertation that he would supplant
Balfour ; but his health was entirely
unequasl to the struggle. Intellectaally
and as & poitician Lord Randolph is
Balfour’s superior , but physicaliy he
i3 broken down. It is not like'y that
we ghall hear muck more from this
exrratio yet olever young statesman
who a few years ago gave bright pro-
mise of oraworical aud political talent.



