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‘L’}'Cnmming's view of Church Es-
Y tablishments.

It is taken for granted by those who
(amily led by the bold and vehement
pions of others, who set themselves up
fie advocates of popular rights and
piages, that thore is somothing inherent-
Joi and corrupt in the very mature of a
gk establishment. On the contrary,
fbtieve it is clearly shown, from. the
fy of the past, that christianity is never
wespe~ous, as when its objects are wisely
Eficiently carried out in union with the
. To us, this seems tho only proper
jin which, in a christian country, every-
poanected with the Church of Christ,
be carried on * decently aud in order.”
o God's earthly fold men of all cha-
w will fiad their way, as well amon
piars as people; for the Kiagdom of
it is compared to a vet that was cast
he sea and gathered of every kind.
Bious and designing men will from
% time creep into the Church among
pharico us well ag in Established Churches
pherds of the sheep, and by and by
pitemsclves far niore anxious to become
iders of a party than to reform man-
-Aud hence divisions arise—introduc-
rifo, confusion, anarchy, where peace,
pwy and order ought ever to reign
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i is our theory. The most, however,
@ possibly be made of this subject is,
Ha the absence of direct scriptural in-
s upon ¢'1@ poiot, it beoomes purely
e of opinion what system is the best.
we bere left to the exercise of their
dgments, as wmuch 80 as in the plan
form of & place of worship, the
fpment and letting of the pews, or
khe style and pattern of the minister’s

. Bowever this may be— whatever
men may hold with respect to the

constitution of a Church of Christ, its con-
nexion or non-connexion with the state, one

ment, as the wisest and bost arrangement for
furthering the ends of the Gospel of peace.
And here we cannot belp remarking that it

thing we think is cevtain, namely, that a
difference of sentiment in this respect ought,is to be regretted, that the eloquent Doctor
never, under any circumstances, where this cannot for a brief period be spared from his
is the sole and only matter in dispute, be many pressing avocations, to come over and
made the foundation of strife and Litterness. help us here in Nova Scotis, as 2 deputation.
“ Woe unto the world because of offences ! Were it in his power, we are sure he would
for it must needs be that offences come; most willingly visit and eocoursge us; but
but woe to that man by whomw the offence’in the meantime we must rest contented
cometh.” Zcal for a party ought never so|with his written opinions, which are precisely
to blind our eyes, as that we cannot see the!the same, as those he would ndvocate with
image of Chyist in our redesmed brethren|all his far famed powers of oratory, were he
who may in some things differ from us.'actually in the above eapacity to visit our
There ought to be no bad feeling on the'ice-bound shores.
part of those who profess to be the common|  The following quotation is fiom the very
followers of Him, who has strictly enjoined popular little volume, only recently issued,
on al} who are called by his name to love which has been already noticed in your
one another.” o \pages, entided *“The End,” a book which,
And yet ulas! it is too often the caselike all his other numerous and stirring pro-
with those who, following the same iden- ductions, so well adapted to the present age,
tical creed, differ only in trifles light as air,!is well worthy of a carefu) perusal.
to adopt the oppositc maxim, and instead of|  Speaking of the rapid decline of Roman-
loving, to hate each other,-:a precept WOr- ism throughout the world at the present
thy only of the Gospel ofSatan, who, it isimoment, Dr. Cumming takes occasion to
well known, was the first dissembler. Upon/mgke the following observations. * I believe
e subject which, in any really vital semse, iy my conscience—and if some differ with
is a matter of little or no importance, parties, me I regret it—that a National Cburch
should charitably agree to differ ; for it must with a farthful and devoted ministry, whe-
be clear asnoonday, 1o any one who regards, ther on this side the Tweed or on the other,

the matter with an unprejudiced mind, that,
'in its ultimate issues, the deepest interest
involved in the question affpets only the
manacr io which the ministers of religion

to religion must fecl that, if no sure and
sdequate provision is made for its teachers,
the good work, now Jeft to the instrumen-
tality of men of hke wauts as well as passions
with others, is liuble from many petty causes
to be obstructed-—at least, that it caunot
otberwise be so efficiently carried on,

Let us hear what our friend Dr. Cumming
of London, says upon this subject, He, like
oarselves, though living out of Scotland,
and deriving no pecuuiary benefit whatever
from its endowments or patronage, still on
privciple clings to the idea of an establish-

is a natiopal blessing. And as long as io
that National Church such woble Articler
as the Thirty-nine, or such a pure Coufession

0 ,as the Scotch, are echoed and ministered
are to be paid; and whoover wishes well;

from the pulpit, so long it is a privilege,
and to me a duty as well as a privilege, to
adhere. I love my own Church,—I love
my National Church; I think it combines
that amouot of freedom, nad yet of deference
to authority that is most important. We
may depend upon it in the present day we
need not be afraid of what some are fright-
ened at, the erastian power; that is, the
Queea's power; we need not be afraid of
what others call, again, the power of the
people. But the f)ower that I dread, the
dark shadow that 1 ghrink from as perilous
in these times, is the power of the priest, or




