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n i1i ilnggine could be restrained by a suspended sentence; neither could it be applied
oni in the case of such crimes as rnake a man dangerous in the highest degree to society.
ad t wjll be interesting to note the effect of this sy'stern, which, go fat as one can

n,~ foçesee, will, if carefully and wisely carrieci out, tend to the lessening of crime.

CROWN COUNSISL.
inaïl in a former issue we discussed the question whether or flot Grand Juries are

-Cs essential in any degree to the due administration of criminal justice, and the
ontwel conlusion arrived at was that they had outlived their usefulness. We indicated

Jou that the duties of the Grand Jury could be better performed and the object
thy.' sought to be accomplished by the grand inquest more satisfactorily effected by.

means of a change in the present system of appointing Crown Counsel and by
andr addition to the duties -xow devolving upon themn. We proposù in this article
to dleal, first, with the question of the mode of appointrnent of Counsel for the

erri, Crown as it stands at present, and, ýecond, to suggest some changes whicli might
C. place this important factor in the administration of our criminal law on a

deli% better footing by givirlg Crown Counsel the powers requisite to enable them
to take the place of Grand Juries.

In dealing with the first branch of the subject, we do flot intend to reflect in
f rst any way upon the ability or integritv of the gentlemen who are appointed from

-dise tinme tv timne by the Attorney-General of the Province to conduet Crowvn busi-
oner xess. Ail who know t he Atturnev-General, of whatever political stripe they inay'
suai be, wvill readily admit that there are few public mnen as careful, thorough, or
d so conscientious iii the administration of the law as Mr. Mowat has proved himfself
PB a to be, wvhether as a judge or as the Attorney-General of Ontario. Judging frorn
ain his long tenure of office and the confidence reposed in hirm by the *electorate for

ish, these mnany years, it can scarcely be denied that the public have grown to regard
loes. him as a mian to be trusted iii small matters as %vell as great, and his name i
mlai- takel] by, the people as a sufficient guaran tee that their wvelfure is safe iii bis
cial' hands. We therefore feel warranted in saving that, as regards the administra-
raté, tion of ciiininal justice, there can be no ground of complaint wvith reference to

ick; the personal offorts of the Attorneyý-General and bis officers ; but, when we cou-le
i1W taoconsider the systern itself, we fear we cannât speak sa strongly in its favor.
bY, The' first great objection to the preserit mode of appointing Crowri Counsel

iý*. ithat it is purely political and of a temporary character only. It is highly
' deirable that these officers should be permanent and that they should not

ne. &epend upon the influence of their friends for their retainer. The more
MM eranelnt %we cari nike our judges and aIl other Crown officiais, the better it

t Wiil be for aIl parties concerrned in the law and its due enforcemrent. A man who
Skfiows that his position is secure wiIl be more jikely to perforai bis duty in a
i h Sr and more independent manner than he whose tenure depends, to some
t .. ent .ét least, on considerations other than the faitbful dîscharge of his officia[

uW ctions. If it is thought a proper thing for jtdges to hold office foi- life, subject
iý tourse to good behavior, it is equa*lly desirable thiat offiz-cr,- entrusted with the

~~¶~hrîryof the Crown, and with power to c.i)nduz-t pros-cutions affecting the life


