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Island, do not grow in quantity where they are Ekely to Le eaten
by cattle. All the species of Aconite are more or less poionous,
but no injury to cattie has been recorded. K. sceleratns is the
most dangerous species of the genus Raniculus, growing as it
does in marshes and along ditches where cattle are iikely to eat
it with other forage plants: it is aiso the most poisoncus species.
The juice of several species will, if rubled on the skin. produce
blisters and sometimes uicers.

Although the berries of Mountain Ash, Prras A uparia.
are poisonous to man. Prumus is the oniv rosaceous genus that
causes serious injury either to man or stock.  The jeaves of all
the species may be caten while fresh: TLut when wilted contain a
virulent poison. hydrocyanic or prussic adid. P, serotina is the
most poisonous species in the north. although P. pennsifvanica
and P. virginiana are almost equally so. Poisoning is frequently
caused by cattle and sheep eating the wiited feaves. and children
occasionally die from eating the kernels of the seed.  So many
sheep are killed by browsing Prasinus leaves when being driven
along trails in the west that in many places the bushes have
been cut out. in others the dangerous places are marked by flags.
Leaves wilted in bright sunlight 1o alout 73 per cent. of their
onginal weight. or until they appear slightly Hmp. vield the
maximum amount of prussic acid,

Many of the Legmmiiosac ave injurious to stock wnd it is
to this family that all the “loco weeds™ lelong. Of 1hese, in
Canada at least, Ovyiropis causes the greatest darnage to sheep,
horses and cattle. No Canadian species of A sfragalus is known
to cause injurv. One cffect of eating any of the “loco weeds™
is that a depraved appetite is developed and the animals prefer
the “loco weed” to wholesome food, and will even dig up the
To0ts to satisfy their craving. The first stage of the discase is
the effect on the nervous svstem. which in time drives the animal
frantic: in the second stage there is emaciation. exhaustion and
finally death from starvation.  Thermopsis rhombijolia, which is
common in the prairie country. is said te Le injurious to stock.
and several cases of children having been poisoned by eating the
seeds are recorded by the Canadian Department of Agriculiure.
It is only in recent years that it has been shown that poisoning
from lupine occurs aimost alwavs when the plant is fruiting.
and experiments in Germany have shown that the active poison,
ictrogen. is found chiefly in the seeds and peds. It is after the
first frosis destroy other vegetation that the lupine is caten in
the greatest (31)::“{5!}‘_ Of one Land of 200 :—:hc(']i let into a Feld
of lupine for a short timew hen in a hungrv condition. 100 had died
within a few hours and 30 others succumbed later on. and on
another occasion 130 rams were given a feed «f lupine hav and




