
68TuE OTTAwA NATuRtALIs. [lune
W. Cross, the writer of the article. says : "'On May the i Sth,î8&», a very interesting capture was made an Tronta Island, andI afterwards received the bird. It was a small bittern with ail thecolouring very dark and blendcd with ricb cbestnut-brown an theback. It was sa, unlike any other Least Bittern that 1 had pre.viously seen that 1 put it down as a new bird, and soon identifiedht as Cory's lLeast Bittemn. It is a resident af Florida and Mexico,and is suppased ta bave wandered here with aur Rotauras exfisiduring the spring migration." This bird was a femnale, and Mr.Cross presented ht ta, the Canadian Institut., where, aiter beingniounted, it 00w remains. A second specimen of thîs interesting

species was taken on May 2oth, 1893, and a report ai this captureby Mr. H. Brown was published in the Auk. The specimen wassent for examination ta, Mr. Wm. Brewster, a distinguished
Amenican arnitbalogist, who wrate regarding it: é«It agreesvery closely with a skin taken at Lake Flirt in i89a. TheToronto bird is a trille darker on the back, and the chestout afits under parts is slightly richer, but in other respects the twospecimens are exactly alike. It, also, is a female." On May26t%, z894, a third specimen was shot at Ashbridge Bay, Toronto,by a Mr. Jacabs, who flushed it with a R. exi&i from a clump ofreeds. Bath birds were secured and iound ta b. males. On coin-paring the three specimens it was found that the one shot ini thesummer ai z893 was identical with the one obtained in 1894j, withthe exception of the wing coverts, wbich are a littie darker. TheJ(entai. shat in 1893 is black on the crown anly, the back aithe neck is a dark rufous-chestuut, the back is black with a decidedbrownjsh shade, flot green as the other twa; the remainder af thecolaurs correspond with the exception ai one or tu-o white leathersan the legs. It is interesting ta know that up ta that date thisToronta specimen was the ninth known in collections. Mr. CharlesPickering captured anather specimen ai this species on the isthai July, 189g4, and bas written the fallosving interesting account 1regarding that event : Il4While gaing through Toranta marsh 1Ihad the gaad fortune ta find a Cory's Bittern. It was a little eastai tbe'sauth end, and was just in theact ai lighting a little behindme when I caugbt sight ai it ; I thougbt at first that it was a bVirginian Rail, but an the second sight its long legs shawed f


