
31Y FIRSr VOYAUX TO EtLitLOI. 5

the fatal plank with the glittcring axe of the guillotinec supcnded over
his devetedl heud, could mot, have 1ielt ais lîttie hope of being spared as we
did. Our littie bark we were eotapelled to abandon entirely to the mercy of
the wavcs;-- the compeass lashed te a elaest below infermed un thut, ut one turne
she was head, at the next stemn forcnmot,-now on one Mie, theai the other,
presenting hor huli to the sea at every angle of inclination and in evcry pus-
sible position, except of being keel upperîuot. She was drifting unrestrained
and uncontrolled dowishill as it appeared towards Europe.

low grateful, then, should wc have feit for the voarsest fouod, the humblest
qhelter, or the plainent meal, rcjeeted by fsistidious appetites on shore; to, those
like us they would have been welcomed as luxuries. The crew grumbledl over
their raw pork and ship bread thoroughly saturatedl with sait water ; while
cranipcd and confiuMd in my narrow crib, vithout execis, or any va secty of lo-
Sorotion, 1 Lad lest ali appetite. Sms ielness I cscaped, but weak and miserable
1 leathed everythiag eatable. Ilc old mate however, fearing the conhequences of
such abstinencee, essayeci one night te partially hoil a single egg, in a tini cup
over the lamp; this with water tiiick and soapy, which Lad te be exposedl for
bours te the air te deprive it of a peculiar piquant flavor it had acquired, equal-
iug çome of the meut celebrated minerai springs-was the only nouishmeat
that passed my lips during that trying period.

Some slight symptoi of chtange appeared on tbe moming of the seventh day.
About aoo. crawling to the top of the oil cass, which, formed a slippery substi-
tute for a eompanion ladder, mmneani the gale was broken--but ther. vas stil
enough left tegratify the meut insatiate appetite for thie sublime, the. grand, the.
magmificent, of nature ini thei vildest commotion. The war of elements stl
raged with scarce diîninished fury ; the sea wau awful ; tihe vina strihing the
curest of the curling billow, d ad tbem, inte fouu, ovcrspreading thie omn with
a milky vbiteness. Save or little bark ni. object appuea within the limita
of viuion. lài rccalled te mimd the. demciption of that chaotic period-"1when
the. spiit ofGo"d alone broode over the. face of the. waters.

As 1 stood with the. old mate by miy ide, emteniplating this fearful momie,
it suddeny cbanged-darker clou.d ras. in the. Northi West I Wa scaroely
heard the. caution te, look ont and bold on, viiea it burst upc. us as thougli
cvery wxWa clament of destruction were eomtbin te destroy our peupuu
hapes of safety, te put an emd to cenlet,, to bring it te a speedy close.

The. clo.d preguant vith nain w.d snow, and aleet and bai, with lare man-
um of ice intennuxel dàmae its teSts fan upc. va-the ightndmo
thnough the. dense mmas nmdimg it amKude andl dspering kt with ternuei poul
of thuudcr. We a.deny drew thiealideaw the. mate exclane 4"If v. vetiio
tus, air, v.e aaved-in a dmct tins kt ped by and v. agm loou Up.
Good boiveu, I «rWeout, vint am tiio"eedalmne Iaaugng fiuu thieclo
te thiesMand oe"tng "ucl f.anfi al u mui. in the. waters belo, "MaS,»


