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and refuse to see Cod in His wvonderfu1 works. Now men may,
wvhen thus left to themselves, abuse the biessing conferred. Sin,
self and corruption destroy the best w'orks and dent the best
pur-poses. So hiere, the Word is plain;'« it is nighi thiee." It is so
plain that ail iay know wvhat they are asked to believe aild to,
do. There must be Iiinits to ail religions knowledge ; just as
natural vision has its Iinits. Revelation iust stop soinewhiere.
We inust reach a point where we are left to wonderand speculate
as to wvhat lies beyond :but this doubt does not rest like ai cloud
uporI those things wvhich the Spirit purposed to r -cveal for our
salvation.

The first requisite then, in the use made of any divine Message,
is honesty of purpose. If the Word were obscure and difficult of
coin prehiensi on, then the fault nigh l lt be laid on the record of
revelation. But wvhen the record is plain the blaine inust lie
with. the rcceiver. What then is needed iu his case is iitegrity
of purpose. But no sinftil inain eau exercise this in lhis use of 9a.
message whlîi so glaringly axnd forcily conderns himnself. Trhe
matter is not abstract or speculative, but personal and practical,
and hoe w~ill pervert its plainest declarations. Behold hr 'e the
principai cause of thieological err<)r. " The naturatl inan receivcth.
not the things o>f thle Spirit of God ; for they are foolishiness unto
hiiii, neither ean hie knowv thei, for they are spi ritually discerned.>
Nicodemius, thougli a teachier, did not know a mnost elemrentary
trut!- in religrion>, and Jesus said: -'Ye inust he born froin above."
So that to soine extent and1 iii sonie source a revelation is mnade
to eachi nian by the Spirit of (3od whio does not chiange the mes-
sage, but the iian w~ho hears the message. His eyes are opened
and lie obtains a vision, without which the external revelation is
no revelation to iju. Tie theologic-.l studenti-nust not be aston-
ishied thiat so niany erroneous religious opinions abound where
mnr have not used the Word as wvas intended; and lie may see
what lie needs lu order that lie inay really have a revelation
made to hiniself, nanieiy, a pi ified and teachable disposition
im'a.rted by the Spirit that gave revelation.

It may explain muchi to reme>nber that thiere is a genesis of
error-iin other word, that one error begets another, and that
men :.upport an erroneous opinion because tliey see it to be
necessary froîn its conuection with soxne other opiniion. To con-


