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winced at times under the searching criticisms Of Our' arguments-criticisms which led us to stand up, as your lordship wouldhave wished us to stand up, against the interlocutory comments,for the moment perbaps adverse to the views which we were ex-pressing on behaif of our clients. But your lordship's commentsleft no sting behind, and on reflection we feit that your greatobject was first to ascertain the facts, and then to endeavor tosee that justice should be done. My lord, I have but one moreword to say. There is one feeling to which expression must begiven, and that is the conviction which bias rested-in the heartsof every mem ber of tie Bar of* your constant and unswervingloyaity to our profession. My lord, though you were flir aboveus, you still wished to bc one of us;- you respected oui' wants andour aspirations;- you have sbared our joys and our. sorrows. Mvlord, it is this feeling whicb made it impossible that you shoulàbe allowed to retire in silence; it is this feeling wbicb wilI linkyou with us in the future as it has in the past; it is this feolingwhich will make you carry with you a wealth of good wishes offar more value than any feeble woî'ds in which 1 bave expressedthem; it is this feeling which makes it so difficult for me to saythe word which can scarcely be uttered by friends-I mean,farewell.
Lord Esher replied: My deai' Attorney-General, and aIl of youhere, I have had some difficulty in coming to a determination aisto the character in which I was to address you. I arn no longera judge, and I hardly, for a time, was able to determine what Iam. 1 am still one of you,' ais I think. I arn a serjeantatlaw.I arn a barrister of' more than ten years' standing. I arn capableof being appointed a County Court judge, or to sit as a commis-sioner to hold an aissize. I arn therefore now what I have alwaystried to be, and what I have always tried to make you feel thatlIwas during the whole time I wais a judge-namely, one of you,and only one of your equals. It is true that on the Bench, whenI was in the position of an ofilcer on the quarter-deck, I had andwas obliged to give occasionally words of command; but the mo-ment one leaves the deck one is nothing but a fellow-officer, ' ndI have been nothing but a fellow-barrister with you always. Itis in that character, therefore, that 1 desire to speak to you to-day. Now, next carne to my mind what sbould be the tonewhich I should adopt-Shall it be the tone of sadness as of a lastdying speechand confession, or shall I say that which I feel-that 1 arn ais happy as a man can feel under the circumstances inwhich 1 now arn? 1 have been a judge assistcd by you all, bymost of you who are here present, by alrnost ail the profession,for twenty-nine years and some months. I believe myseif it isthe longest period. ever known during which a judge bas sat onthe Bencli as a judge. I believe so, but I amn not quite sure. Ihave ceased to be a judge, and the Queen bas gîven me an unusualmark of approval, and that mark and your presence here to-day,and saying what you have said, have made me flot only happy,but as happy as a man can possibly be. You have mentioned
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