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CODurt does not feel called upon fo make 'a
Cehange until such a change is required by
atatute, or a more extended practice in fhe

bigbest courts of the State."1 With aIl (lue

1't5pect for this opinion, we beg leave t(> quote

the rule for admission to the bar of that court

as laid down in tbe Rule Book:

"RrLF No. 2.-.IlttorneyK.

It shall ho requisite fo the admission of
attorneys or counsellors, Io practice in this

Court, that they slba.h1 bave been such for tbree

Years past in flic Supreine Courts- of the States
tO Wbich they respectively belon-, anti that
their private and professional chai auter shahl

aPPear to be fair."
Tlhere is nothing in tbis rule, or in the' oath

'Which follows it, either expreý,,s or inplied,
*hich confines the' iembershilp of the' Bar of
the i. S. Suprenw Court to the' maie scx. Had

.111Y such terni been included therein it would

virtually be xîullified by the lst paragraph of

the United States Revised Statutes, ratified by

the 43rd Congress, December 1, 1873, in wbich

occur the following words : "lan determining

the rneaning of the Revised Statutes, or of any

4cf or resolution of Congress passed subsequent

tO February 25. 187 1, words importing the

8iigular number may extend and be applied to

8elreral persous or things; words imporfing

the masculine gender may be applied to, fe-
m4aie,"y etc., etc.

Now as to ciimmiemorial usage in England"
The Executive branch of that goveram'ent has

'been vested i an honored and honourable

WOnan for fhe past 40 years. Now is it Wo be
81"PPosed that if this distinguisbed lady, or any

Onme of bier accomplished daugbters, sbould ask

fo be beard at the Lar of the Court of the

Qlleen's Bencb, that Court, the practice of
'Wbicb the United States Supreme Court bas set

'1P as its model, that she would be refused?
Blackstone recounts that Ann, Counte sa of

]Penbroke, held the office of Sheriff of West-

riOreland, and exercised ifs duties in person.

Aýt the assizes at Appleby she saf 'with the

iudges on the beach. See Coke on Lit., p.

3ý26- The Scotch sheriff ie properly a judge,
Mid by the statute 20 Geo IL., c. 43, hie must

be a lawyer of fbree years' standing.

i Eleanor, Queen of Henry Third of, England,
Uf the year 1253, wau appoinfed Lady Keepex

Of the Great Seal, or the Supreme Chancellor

of England, and sat in the Aula Regla or

King's Court. She in tura appointed Kilkenny,

Archdeacon of Coventry, as the' sealer of writs

and common law instruments, but the more

important matters she executed in person.

Qneen Elizabeth held the Great Seal at three

several finies dluring bier remarkable reign..

After the deathi of Lord Keeper Bacon she-

presided for two months in the Anla licgia.

It is claimed that etadmission to the bar

constitutes an office." Every woman post

inistress, pension agent, and notary public

throughout the land is a bonded officer of the

Government. The Western States have ap-

pointetl women as school superintendents,
enrolling and engrossing clerks for their several

Legi slatures and State Librarians.

0f what use are our seminaries and colleges

for women if after they have passed through

the curriculum of the schools there is for them

no preferment, ani no emolument; no applica-

tion of the' knowledgc of the arts and sciences

acquired, and no recognition of the' excellence

attaincd.
But this country, now in thc second year of

the second century of hier history, is no longer.

in hier leading strings3, that slie should look to

Mother England for a precedent to do justice

to the daugliters of the land. She bad to make

a precedent when the first maie lawyer was

admitted to the' bar of the United States

Supreme Court.
Ah!1 this country is one that bas not hesi-

tated when the nccessity bas arisen to make,

precedents and write them. in blood. There-

was no precedent for this free Republican

Government and the *ar of the Revolution; no

precedent for the war of the Rebellion; no

precedent for the emancipation of the slave ;.

no precedent for the labor strikers of last

summer. The more extended practice, and

the more extended public opinion referred to,

by the learned Chancellor bas alreadY beexi

accomplished. Ah!1 tbat very opinion tele-

grapbed througbout the land by the 1,associated

press" brought back the respoase of the people

as on the wings of the wind by that same press,

asking you for that special act now s0 nearly

consummiated, which shahi open this door of

labor to, women. BELLA A. LoOKwooD,

Attorney and Solicitor.
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