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to be markied off on ai brass bar. A parliamentary comniittee in
1758 had a copy made of the Rloyal Society'is Standard, and subse-:
quently this and another copy were placed in the charge of the
Speaker, but no Bill making them legal standards was carried.
After the labours of several cominittees, an Act was passed in
1824, in which the yard marked on the brass rod deposited. in the
char-ge of the Speaker in 1760 was mnade the stax lard yard when
measured at a tenn)erature of 62' IFah. It ýwas further stated in
the Aet that-the, seconds pendulum in the latitude of Liondon was
39-1393 inches long. This would have eiiabled scientiats to con-
struct an exact yard, supposing the standards lost or damnged.
The standard weight was declared to be the Weight of one cubie
inch of distilled water at 620 Fah., such weight being 252-458
grains, the pound Troy was defined as 5,160 grains, and the pound
Avoirdupois as 1,000.

In 1834 the Houses of Parliament were destroyed by lire, and
the standards were iuijured. Errors had been discovered -in the
measm'ements of the seconds pendulum, -o that was useless for
the purpose of restoring the standards. The Commission
appointed iii 1838 to, report on the best way to restore and kecp
the standards, recommended. that copies be mnade of some reliable
copies of the standard of 1M6; that minute precautions sho6uld
be taken to preserve these; that one should be hermetically
sealed, and embedded in the masonry of somne publcildng
only to be opened by an Act of Parliament.

A scientiflo, committce was appointed to construot the standard
yard, and the standards of weight and capacity. The work doue
by the scientists was enormous. Thousands of observations were
made> and ail possible precautions taken. The resuit of the labours
of the section concerned wit.h the yard was, that out of a number
of standards presented to the Parliamient, six were regarded as
accurate. These were adopted in 1855. No. 1 was regarded as
the standard yard, and was deposited in the office of the Exchequer.
It was einocted in 1855 Ilthat the straight Uine or distance between
týe centres of the transv*erse Uines in the two gold pluge in the
bronze bar deposited in the office of. the Exchequer shall be the
genuine standard yard at 621 Fai. ; and if lost it shahl be rephaced
by ineans of its copies." Of the copies, No. -1 is in the Royal Mint;
-No. 2 is kept by the Royal Society; No. 3 is at the Royal
Observatory at Greenwich; No. 4 was built in the lower hall at


