
iPRACTICAL IIUNTS.

tlîings as those of thieir eiders, thiey are in a more retentive
state thian later on. Every mother lias been struck by lier child
of two or thiree years reiniemnberiingç, perbiaps for somi'e months
whiere a certain thing is placed, o1r soie littie events of Our
early youth more forcîbly than those of even a ièew monthls
back. It is possible to begini to cultivate the miemory a.s soon
as a child can talkz, whiei it shiould be made to (lescribe every-
tliiing it lias seen duriing its morning walk, or to repeat soille.
littie story thiat lias beenl told to it, or a, short lesson wliich lias
been learnced. Every teachier, before begining a niew lessoni,
should nlake sure that the lesson of the day before is retined
andi ulerstood, for the more we overcrow(l the little brain iii
the attempt to force knowledgp upon it the less ive impress up-
on it for future use. It is flhc experience of all those whio have
crailnmed f'or exaîninations that as soon as the examination is
over the undigested knowlIedge passes awvay, and shnilarly
thiroughl life. Unlcss an itemn of knowledge is assim-ilated it
becomies as useless to the mental systei as an mndigested
article of food to flhc bodily system, and in both cases thiey act.

as n iritntintcrfering -iith the proper digestion of other
inatter. In a iveli ordered mmiid the facts romnain and poinits

aras it were. pigeon-hioled in suchi a, way that thiey eau be
brougt oulmediately whlen required.* Thiere are iint.idy
braiiis, iii which fthe objeets of knoivledge are confused and not
ready to hiand, so that tliey may turni up at unexpected imo-
ilonts, but not just whlen wanted, in the saine nianner as there
aire untidvy awers, wardrobes and mons, and to cultivate a
habit of mýentali order, as well as one of )hy-sical order, should
be flhc earnest desire of everv miother and teacher.-Ilomc Notes.

-TiiE Blu ZTISir NolITI-Wl-sT--Far to the North-west, beginniing
ten days' Journey beyond Great Sla'I.ve Lakze and rîiîîgii downl
to the Arctic OceanIi, wvitli Hudson Biay as its eastern and Great
l3car L-ake and the Coppermine Riveras its wvestern boundariczs,
lies the miost comlote and extended desolation on earthi. That
is the Barren Grounds, the lanîd wlhose approxiinate 9-00,000
.square miles (for its exact area is wilîknown) is the divclliîîg
place of no man, amîd its storins and sterility, in its miost nlorthi-
ci-ly part are witlistood the year round 1) no living creature
save the miusk-ox. Thiere is the timberless ivaste whoere ice-
laden b1asts blow wvith hurricane anîd ceasclcsýs fury tlizit bld
vour blood stand stili and your breath coine and go iii panfül,
stinging gasps ; Nwliere rock and li(chen and mes0-s replace soul
tiîd trees and hierbage; and whierc death by starvation or

freezing dlogs the footsteps of the e-xplorer.
Thiere are tw'o seasons and offly two methiods of penetrating

fuiis great lone land of the northi-by canoe, whcnei the iater-
courses are free of ice and silow-81hoes during the frozenl period,

ichl Occ.upecs ncarly ine of the yca.r's twcelve nonthis. Tuie
dcadly cold of winter and greater 01,,k of staîrvation, miake the


