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tructed myv view. At mny feet the tranquil surface of a lake refflect-
cd the afternoon suin. Straigjit ahiead 1 could trace lcading fromi
the lak-e, aL qnall streami winclincg its circuitous course througli the
his and disappearing in the far distance. 1 dcbated for somne
timie nvimyseif 1hîc should not followv the course of thue
streani before mie. It wvould hring, ie to the Ottawa-' River wvhichi
to anv mmid wvas flot mioie thlan seven or eighî-Ii miles distant or to
the Settled counitry. J3y mneans of a boat the undertak-ing mnighit
be easilv acco rnplishced. But 1 hiad ilone. 1 cven entertained the
project of cotistruictitig a raft- but \vhicre %vere niy tools ? In the
endi 1 decided to procccd as 1 lhad hithier to clone, thiat is, by keep-
ing to the bihl-tops but with thec sireai always, in si-ght. Soon 1
xvas surprised by tlie siglit of a bridge spazinin«Y the rivuilet This
bridge %vas th e first sign of civilization that had nppeared on my
wveary w:ay and consequently, 1 hiailed it wvith feelings of pleasure
and hiope, althoughi the thingr was ai routem structure covered wvith
the moss of vears gone bs'. Acrcss the bridge another mioun tain
loomied uip bef*ore m-ne. *ro climib its steep) sides and reachi ils lofty
suimiit, taxcd miy failing strengyth 10 thie tmost. The taskz at
leng-th accomiplishied, 1 sat down on a litge rock to contermplate
the miseries of my desperate situation. While thus occupied J
chanced to obser-ve a xvel.worn path but xvhethber traced hy the
frequent steps of mnan or beast 1 could not tell. After a timie,
liowever,.I concluded it liad been trodlden out by biaii-n feer since
jr led along- Iogs and fahlen trees whcere a dcci- or otlier beast could
not kccp its feet, but wlherc a main otill save hirriself the incon-
v'enience of tramiping throu--h the Iangled wveeds andl bushies.
Thie circunmstance that the pathi led along logs, Sonietimces
much raiscd from ic g ro und, renciered it casier ho vakalonog but
more difficuit for a stranger in tluait v'icinity to, follo" Ilhe ri-lht
track. Here thiree or fouir lo:gs led o9i in différent circctionsb and
1 did not knoxv whichi one to takze. Somietimies J chose the wvrong
one, and, losingy aIl trace of the path, was comipelled to rcturn.
But youi may be- sure 1 took good care îîot to ]ose a path thiat
xvould lead me to a lîunan habitation. I>re.-rne they say.
is generally tecwardied. So it liappened w~il mie. 1 caîme ah hast to
sonie railway-car whicels. <'At last," crieh I ini niy dcligit,
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