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THE MANUFACTURE 0F MAPLE SUGAR.

i ~ Nail the aunual round of Canadian fatrri-work, hy far
thc ''sweetest" oiccupaition is miapie sugar miaking.

Pcrhaps the farmier hlimseif inay Riot ettreiy relibli
-*-- the routine entaiied lby this'first business of the

dawning spring; pecuniary motives, howvever, render himi dcepiy
interested in its suiccess. There is, nevertheiess, onle personage
that regards the miapie sugar seaison witiî uniixiied delight, and
that Personage is no otiier than the happy-souied, srnail boy. H-e
it is wh'o irst announces to his'lndustrious parents the wveaith-
prornising ne-ws that "4sap's runnin' ;" lie it is that consiciers the
manuifacture of mapie sugar UIl most agreeabie itemi on the
long iist of f.-rmn-iife duties, and the one that gmives the quickest
and niost satisfactory return for the expeîîded labor.

Leaving profit out of the question, the ilakiing oflmapie sugzlr
bas a certain attraction for the aced farnier aiso, ; it is bis nearest
approach ta the work donc by the grcat iiîanuiifactuiriii- houses of
tue big cities. The necessity of having a speciai building, ex-
pressiy for the production of this popular article of commerce,
awakens in bis breasi. a kind of pride; for, on this accouint, lie is
in rcailitv a manufacturer on a saiil scale, and lias a iiioniopoly of
nt ienst One species of production.

The inple ;ue-««r scason, as a ruie, begins ab-out, Ille thirdl
iveek of :Marci, and extends as far as Ille second or third wcek of
April. Il-s commnencement and duration, hoivevcr, vary somle-
vvhat every year, according to the conditions of thc temiperature.
B3right days wvitli warni sunishiîîe, anîd cold frosty nigflas, costi-
lune wh;it is considered tic bcst "1sap .veatlhcr."

As ive hlave said, the ever active snîall boy is Uie first to dis-
caver the arrivai of ticeîîîaplc sugar season. Als soosi as Uic
Mardi sun baconies bright and wvarni, bis suzzar-searching
inîstinîct is on UIl aiert ; every finc day secs hii in ice «I
-whîere, wvith jack-knife in- baud, lie tries the trees. At last bis
wvatciîfui pafience is rcwarded ; his quick cyc catcbes sighit of hIe
swcet liquid as it mils frciy fronli the incision made by ]lis knife.


