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kind witli liglit; and soine philologists asscrt; thiat this cireurn-
stance is suggestive of tld -word E aster whiich lias the same, sig-
nification as the Latin word J?csurricctio.

Othiers dlaim that; Easter is derived froin the Gerian, e stra,
wchsignifies "a rising"'; and sonie, amtongst whiom is thec Yen-

erable Bede, eontend thiat Easter is the Saxon word, "Eostre"
(an old Saxon dcity) ; and they tell us, furthier, thiat our April
ivas known as "esaterninon,-adth." The inost acceptable deriva-
tion. is seemingly the Gernian (fromi "«ôstra") as tlîis also is the
parent of our word East ("whlere the sun riscs"). At E aster the
Sun of Divine Goodness riscs to enlighiten miankind. The celc-
bration of Easter dates froi tlhe carliest; days of Cliristianity;
but it is impossible to determine accuwately the exact year of its
institution, lu primitive timecs tîvo modes of celebrating the
Festivail wvere in vogue; and Apostolie precedent -%vas claimled
for botli. 'fle Western Church (Romne) celebrated Easter on the
Sunday after l1 11 Niscuz, i.e., the Sunday followinig the flrst fuit
mon after the vernal equinox; because it was on tlîis day that
Christ rose fron tihe dead and compleited the work of the Rie-
demption. This, it is clainied, wa,-is the practice of Sts. Peter and
Paul.

The Eastern C'hurchi (Antioch) celebrated Easter on the day
of the -Jewish Passover-1-4th "Nisiiii-iegardless of the, day of
the week on wihit feul, and invoked the authority of St. Johin,
in justification of the observance.. Those wio, observcd this eus-
tomn were known as 'Quiartodlecini''i (Fourteentli Day'crs).
Ont of these differenees arose the famnous "Pasehlal Controver-
sies,'' -whiehi were aerinioniously waged until thie Couneil of Nicea
(325> decrced that Easter sholild be celebratedl on, the Sunday
imimediately following the fourtee.nth day of the so-called Pasehial
mnoon, -%hliehi oecurs on or af'ter the vernal. equinox. This fails
invariably on ari21 ; so the earliest date on whieh Easter
can occur is Mareh 22, thie latcst, on April 25th.

Baster lias ever been eeehatd itlî the greatcst possible
soleninity; andl previous to the XlIth eentury, every day of EBaster
wcek %vas kept as a holiday of obligation. E astertide wvas prc-
ccdcd by a lieriod of fasting (as it still is), and fast ended ivith
thie coch-erowv on Baister mnorn. The vigil (lloly Saturday) wî'as
set apart; as a sj),ecial seasoni for the bziptisii of ca«ýtecliunenis;
and the Fea-st itself wvas a day of universal rejoicing. Gregory
of Nazianzeii ternis it "thie roya«,l day amiongst days, and St.
Leo cafls it "the feast of feasts."

The early Christian Emiperors signalized E astertide by sewt-
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