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Choice VLterature.
THE FAIL URE 0F DA VID RERR Y.

A yeat went showly by in thebe pl.anlives, and bmught
no change cxccpt that Nits. Berry had a long fit ai sîckaess,
and a woman isad ta be Iisred ta taire came ai ber, anmd tht
doctors considerate bill oas paid, aosd David Berry, tisai
prudent, saving tman, vho had feared debi as %( it were a
tiger, fond itiseif i:kely ia bc behindhand wth bis rent,
and obliged for tise irsi timz ta tell tise parisit cahiector ihat
be couid noa pay tht quarterms pcw ent or bis ponctuai mis-
sioaary suhscripîion until nexi month. This situation was
tnat so terrible, afier ait, as hecinigisi bave expected. His
oife was slovly recoverîng ber sircaglis, and bc bad pienty af
oork ta do. Tiselutile threc-conercd sbop was reopencd,
and bc set himnseit tao work again, and icît as prospemous as
tîsual as soon as hc felt tht aidIlammcm un bis hand. Tht
uitile girl was w~ating about tht door, though lise had flot been
there fo0r sevemai weeks excepi for an boum or loata a lime.t
Ht isad forgaîten bis obligations ta tise business oorid in bis
cames ai nursing and forloma bouse-keepîng ; but now, as he
assured tise lt clerk, for lack ai a oiser confidant, he bad
iound a good ooman, wvio was glad 10 came and spend the
test ai tise iter. Sise looked at i hm ondtringly. It
ncvem occurred ta iim ta persuade hem ia omore confidiosg
speech, because ste aiways smiicd ai hum wisen be iooked
up and siîed at bier.

Il is asionishi'ig how ont miay feed secure in tise presence
ai dreaded danger. David Berry became used ta the surly
catis af tht ent agent and tht coal and ovood man, and ta
Sam Wescott's disagrecahie references ta thse moncy tisai
was suit owed on accoui. David answcred thenait soberiy
tisai they must gîve hum a littie tîme. Ht had bien in bard
sleddtng lateiy, but be was pickuag up bis trade fast. Tise
ready-made siot business bad noa betîs successiul, and
white he was ai home, a icok in tise roof isad ruined thse
besi aftie stock, but be had maosaged 10 pay Sam Wescot
ail but sixteen dollars ai ihee fity. Ifiii had noaibita bis rule
ta pas tise doctor's bill firsi alter tise minister's dues, ise
mî ý v ^g haveben eady ois bus ent. David Berry neyerwa quk-isadcd;isie was gmawing slower ever" year, andSt.îo ^ great pains wuîhb ibs sttt.hes and patche . At tent
and fifieca cents eacb for bis mninor pîcces aifoork, t îook a
goad white ta tara a dollar. l' Gîve me a litile urne," he
always said ; Ih 1ucean ta pay yyc; IVve aiways paid my bis,<
and asked no favours ofa us man untii naw." Hteoorked
as fast as be couid and as long as ise could, and spring was
cornîng on, with tise long days ise could do even better.

Ont day Samn WVestcott, arn inipetuous, îisoughîless sari ai
man, who liked ta ihave bis own way about tings, and was
rather fond ai bis petty gudges, met tise rent collector ai
tise prapîty ta wiicis David Bery's place ai business
heionged.

IlCan you gel anytbîag oui af aid Berry yîî 1" asked tise
iets collectai.

"No, flot vet ; be keeps prornusîng. 1 guess beil pas',
but l'ti beganuing ta waot my mancy, said Wesctt pain-2
pously, as if be liked tise reputatian ai having moaey oui ai
inteesi.

"Tain't autrule to keep tenants wba gel bhiadhand,"
said tise other. IlHt's .getting aloosg in yeam- and ail tisai.
i aîn't a shop îbat's hein caiid dcsirablc hertofome, but
there's an Italian fellow alter il sharp tisai waotb ta keep
fruit. ansd 've gai to anovaaad Berry, h guess, oui anc ' these
days."

Wescoti ougisi ta have hein ashamed, but bc ealy felt a
lutktosg scase ai satisfaction. Thse tînt had been wisen he
bad heen un debi, flot ta say dusgace, wbîcb David hBerry
bad taken occasocrn ta îustiy comment upan, antd tht chance
isad now comc ta assisi ai Uavid's awn downfalh. He.
migisi always bave bien sîeady ai chur.i, a good oegisiour,
and prompt af pay, and able t0 look evers' mars in tise face,
but tise weicomie time bad camne ta show his up as no hetter
ihan aiser falks.

A iew days aiîemwamds, tise mischiei bavirig heco set in
motion, a h!ow fell out af a cear sky. Tise wood ansd coal
man heard a whispem ai otiser debîs, and was quickiy ta tise
fore with bus own accouaI ; and tise shoe-factory book.keepcr
sent an insolent yaung lehlow to demnabd instant pay for the
lasi purcisase ai sisois, aithougis it wanîed two wetks 10 tht
regular tine af pavmtnit. Samn Wescott feît sorry wbcn ise
siauciseç i miatise htle shap and saw bis aid neîghhou's
scaed,1 burt, gravisis ace. David Berry was keeping an
with tbis womk out ai siseer force ai habit. Ht did flot know
wbaî bis isaads were zlo!og ; bis bonesi Seart grew duiler and
istavier ever minute wiih pain.

«II was goiag ta pas' youm bill ta-moraw, sir," bc said,
appealingis', ta thse rent callIteco. «1 thougis tisai aught
ta came firsi. l've been bard up for îeady monts', but I've
gai wtbîn îwo dollars afiti." He did flot look i Samn
'Vesctl

"lTise rest af us bas sarine rigisis" said the shoe.iactory
moessenger, loudly.

A crowd was gaiberzosg about tise doar . thse poor litile
girl-tise huticerk-hegan ta crs'. Tisere weme anry
victs ; sornehody h2d brougisi a law paper. Lui a lew
minutes iî was ail over, like ding. David Berry bad failed,
and îiscy were putting up bis sisuttets.

WhVist ise aimhy comrpciedtd tise great blow, bc sîood
up, swas'ung a littie, justins front ai the aid sisoe hencis.

hIl tain't far,oeigihours,' be said, brokny-" hi ain't faim 1
1 bad mys' ent *mast ready, and h don't awe Samn Wcscott but
ssxteen dollars."

Mien hc horst inta tears-pleasafli aid David Ber'-y, w-:h
bis gray iscad and stoopirsg sisouldes-arsd tise uttile crowd
ccased staiag, and quickiy disappeamed, as if îisey tilt a
stase cf shami.

IlTluty sas' hc awes eveybody," ont man told aisther,
CoatcmptuousIY.

David Berry t.ook bis aid bai ai ast, and sîepped oui ai
tise door. Tise agent locked it, ansd îook tise kcy Stmsclf and
put it in bis pocket.

<'l'il1 send up yaum thiags ibis aftemnooa, sr; tise Iaw can'î
toucis a nans tools, yau know,' be saîd, compassionatis';
but it wab taa iate nuw foi bus compassian ta douI)avio IBerry
any good. Tise aid man walked fechis' away, bold the rag-
gcd ltile girl by ber ibmis and.

1 H~rE CANADA PRESBYTEKIAN.

Samn Wescott did not like the tone with which ail bis
neighbours commented upan tihe news of àMr. Berry's failure.
He explained.carcfuliy ta every one that hie (cit sarry, but of
course lie liad tu put in bis hit bill wit heUicrest. The
whole sum of the aid shonakcr's indebtedness came ta icss
than a hundrcd dollars.

Alil the neighbours «and fricnds rallied ta show their
sympathy and gond ill, but Mr. Berry did not have much
tu say. A look of patience under the blows of fate sctîied
inta bis worn aid face,.fHe had his sboe-bench put ia the
kitchen, and then wrotc his name and occupation on a piece
ai paper, and tacked it on the gate. He sent away the
worman who îoak care of is %vile, though the good soul
begged ta stay and hie worked on and on fram carliesi morn-
ing ta latest night. Presently his wife was about again,
nervous and fretful, and ready ta îiresortely deplore their
alîered fortunes ta cvery cusiomer. Ater tihefilrst influx af
busincss proînpted by sympathy, they scemed ta be ncariy
forgoiten again, and thc aid skilied workman tient bis pride
s0 iow as ta bcg for work at tme shoe factory, onty ta bc con-
tcmptuously refuscd, simply because hie as aid.

Within a few manths the docior, who had been as gaod
to David Berry and his wife iai a brother, met Sam Wescott
going down the street, and witîl a set look on bis kind face stop-
ped his horse, and beckoned ta the poultry merchant.

Sam steppedi out ta the road.side.
[l've just carne from David Berry's," the doctor said;

"and the good aid man is going ta die."
What do you mean ?" asked Sain, staring indignantiy..

"He's going ta die," repeated the doctor. IlAnd 1 makie
no accusation, because i1îvouid rather believe you wer:
îhougbtless than maliciaus in shutting him up. But you
might have fendcd off bis troubles by a single word ; you
mnight have said vou'd stand security for bis rent. It broke
bis honesi beart. You've seen yourseif bow he's grown
twenty years aider. Y'ou took away bis pride, anci you took
away bis living, and now he's got a îouch ai pnrtîmonia, and
is going as fast as hie can go. 1 can't do anytis ng for him;i
bis vtality is aIl spent."

Tht doctor f took bis reins and drovc on, and Wescott1
went back ta the sidewaik, very angry and somewhat dis-
mayed. Nobody knew wbst inade bîm so cross at borne,
especiaily the day that David Berry died. Tht day af the
funeral be- pushed a tearful litile girl away fromn the gate,
who stood there wistfuily looking in. lie muttered some-
thing about c'hidren being underfoot and staring at such
times, and did not know ibat sbe was tht slent littie cierk,
wbo hadl a perfect rigbt ita count herself amnng the mourners.
She waîcbtd everybody go m tb e bouse and camne out, and4
when the humble procession started, she walked after il
aiong the sidcwaik, ail tht way ta tht burying-ground, as a1
faithiol little dog migbt bave donc.

Tbe next week somebody hung oui a small red flag. and
tbe neighbours gatbered again ta the auctian. Mrs. Berry
was broken in btaitb, and every anc said tbat it was best
for bier ta sdil tht bouse, kecping some furniture for ane
romr, and go up country ta live witb a cousin. Everythîng
else was sod-îbe besi ronmt urniture (of vjhich tht gaod
people hadl been s0 proud), tht barrel ai lasts, the lapstone1
and round bammer, the aid shot bench jîscif. David Berry was
aiways slow and behind thse limes, many people said ; he had
been a good workmnar in his day, but he Tan into debi and faiitd,
and iben died ; and bis wifc had broken up, and ganetot
live up country. Hardly any ane remembered ta say that lhe
paid ail bis debts belore lie died, with inttrest, if there werc
any ; the worid could think af hum only as a man ibat bail
failed in business.

Everybody missed im and bis honest work unexpecîedly
-tht people wba had been bis near neighbours and
rcceived many kindnesses at bis bands, witb wbom lie bad
watched ai nigbt ibrough their sicknesses and aiways been
friendly with by day. Even strangers mnissed bis kind face.

One day Sain Wescotîtvwab standing in the aid shot shop,
wbich made a litile shed outside bis poultry yard, and bie
happened ta notice a bit of printed paper pastcd ta the wali
low dawn, wisere it must have been close ta tht old shot-bencis.
Ht staaped ta read it, oui of curiosity, and found that it was
oniy a verse oui oi tht Bible.z "0we noa man anyîhing, but
ta love one another."J

Sam Wtscotî iooked ai it agaîn, then be waiked away
down tht path with bis bands behind bii. lI a minute or
îwa lie came back, toak, bis jack-knife out of bis pocket, and
scratched the vc'-se from tht walI. Saînehow ibere was noa
getîîng rid af ane's îboughts about tht aId man. Ht bil
iaugbed once, and told somebody that David Berry could
iravel ail day in a peck measure ; but now il seemed as if
David Blerry maréhcd down upon bim irom thç skies with a
great army af those who owed no mau anything but love, and
bad paid their debis.

,2LD MERCER'S M ONE Y.

A STORY OF' THE AUSTRAM.IN BUSH.

Tht thermometer stood at a hundred in the shade ai
Scbnapper Pint, a uitile waîering-piace in tht Sauts af
Ausiralia. hi was so, stiflng tisai tht biiiîard-rcoom in tise
big hotel was absolutely idie, and the marker faltn asiep-
an uDprecedented occurrence. hitwasso siifling that even the
inside af thteisoîci was inilerablt-and ils masi intresiing
visiiors, a newly marricd couple, badl gant outinmto the
verangldaica cheat themsrlves itata tht belief thaithere was a
faint se-a-brete.Il was a delusson ; there wasn't enougis
wind ta bioçw oui a wooden match , and the svorld scecmd ta
cansist of a beaven sa brazen that you could lardiy distin-
guish the sun iram the sky, a sea af glitterîng glass, a dosty
road, and a strctcb of wbat had been grass, but was now as
dusty as tht îagad, frrm wiicb sprang a thickeî af gnarled,
unkempi, witbercd-up tca-irec scrub.

Presently tht window hehind tiser opencd agata, and a
big, burly Il'squatter"I (stock raiser) came ont. Nc*.ther of

7thein bad ever seen him before, but be came sîraigisi op ta thtc
wife and laid bis bang upon bier shoulder.

tg by dcai," hc said, Ilyour moîher was rny flîst swtee-beart.'

.Any ideaofrtsenînsent diedawayun bath alîhem. There
wa.s nothing about hum tisai was flot perfectiy respectfu-so

ihy istntdwith resprci.Ilfoliowcd ber oui (rom England, and taok up tise next

station ta your faiher in the Western District as soon as 1
made tht mont y up in Queensland. My parue is Mlercer.4

Bath knew him directiy he menîianed bis name, fobe
was ane of Austraiia's squaîîing miliionaires, ansd they att ml
down ta chat, Mr. Osborne, the younger man, making pre.
paratians ta smoke, such ns cleaning aut tht bowh af bis pipe
sith bis penknife, wbitthîag a sufficient charge fron the pug
af tobacco which he carried in bis waistcoat pocket, and tb
bing il sni hetween the palms ai bis bands. Finaliy he
charged bis pipe, and, iooking up ta thte nder man, said

IlhVi in tht samne lne as you are, Mr. Mercer, and if voit
won't think it rude af me asking yo, I shnuld VUVîy n i ke
ta knowv howyVoit canirived ta make sucs a lot ai moaey out
ai it. 1 can barely gel tht batik intrest out ai mny money;'
and, having delivcrcd himscii, bc puied out iwo or thret
Ilpost and rail " matches from tht saine pockel that held bis
watch and his piug, and, striking oce on bis trousers, iei it
humn up between bis bands, and, applying it ta bis pipe, took
a gentie draw.

IlVeil. 1 nmade il in tvo ways, and two ways-by the
Canterbury Downs and Anarba Stations and by luck, and
beîng as gond as my word."

Mr. Osborne îook bis pipe oui ai bis mouth. blev a big
cioud ai smoke, and said : IlHow's tisai? "

Il t's lucky you've gai your pipe charged, for îî's a long
st0mr?.

I camne out traim England with $2,5o0 in my pockîî,
and wcnt up ta Moreton Bay-aftcr staying a few weeks in
Sydney, jusi long enough ta be picked up by a party, woi
badl a little capital between tisem and wanted a litile more
and anotiser partte.r. What we had otirstINes. and %ithtwev
could gel front tht banks came ta sorte eigbî thousand
pounds, and with ibis we went oui, away beyond tht margîn
af seulement ta saine country, whicb îwo ai aur party had
seen.when prospecting. They. came down ta Sydney ta gel
the grant and a parîy cf strong young fehiows wiîh a uitile bt
of moncy ta work il. i as a beautitul country, aadas
1ouside ' stations go, nosas very fair out ituber. but it hid

thse reputation ai being a bad place lor the blacks, and peo.
pIe passeid it by. However we didn't care for tise hiacks ; oe
were Voung and weil armcd, and mare or less piucky icliows,
and ive determined ta make a gond ting oui af other peuple's
(ears.

"We dido't expect lu hegia ta make money rîgisi off, cre
w Ire toaa far front ise markets. But ove iad brougisi up a cari
fuihy culied lot of stock wiih us, tbough aoîbiag hke 'visat the
countmy wouid rua, and we expecîcd ta live ciseap wbiîe tihi
station improved and improved, until, finally same fine day,
civilization overtook us and made us rich men.

IlBut we were very carefut about tht biacks. Woe kept
pienîy of dogs, aiways wcaî about oeli armed and nîmor
ahane excepi in tht open-and ove aiways kepitishe homestead
well guardcd.

IlThey speared a few sheep ai firssz, but, inding tha%
wbtme tht spear went tht rifle bullel followed, tisey soan ici:
off qnd used ta came about tise station as mucb as we allowed
theosi ta do smali services like bmnging in game or 'gctîing
up ' a horst in exchange for' rations'1 or tabacco. but we
neyer aliowed any ai them in tht bouse or near tise dogs.
And gadualiy ibey gave us so little trouble tisat we brcame
quite accustomed ta themt and a bit careiess.

IBut îbey are devilisbly cuning ; and ail tais gaîng on
for -onths and mooths was part ai a deep-laid scisemoe for
aur destruction. For they hall not ycî learned tht hîsson of
tise Queensland Bush tisai a white man's deatis neyer gais
unavenged, and ihat ta destroy us would mean tise wiping out
ai their wbalez ribe.

IlNow ta show yau isow .devilishly cuaning they are. 1
heard it tram a boy that we took when the tribe was wiped
oui, and tisai 1 braughî up in mny stable. Woe had bien set.
ting stychined meat for tht cagle bawks, wbich biadbien
unusuaily destructive ta tise lambs tisai seasan. Tnt blacks
saw it, higis out ai reach ai aur dogs on the dead tes tuet
cagies always seutle on sa as nat ta bt appraaciscd under
caver ai tise Icaves. They concluded tisai it was poison, tried
it on onteaoftiseir dogs, and îook il down piece by piece to
examine il.

IlTheir sharp cyts enabled them ecasîly ta detect every
speck ai poison, and îisey cartiuiiy scraped il off and staned
it away in heaves. They lhey buried tise meai. Aod as the
eagles did suai decrease, but tht hait wenî on disappeating,
wt weoî on seîîing fresis hait i and sa maiters went an until
they had caliectcd enoughu for tbeir purpose.

"lThen thty watcbed their oppartunity!* They watted and
waited, until ont day at lasi ail tise dogs overe taken oui
together, canîrary ta tht ageent we had expressiy made
among ourselves for aur safety, ta join in a kangamoo drsive.
Thtu evervtiig favoured their bellisis purpose. Oîsly anc
man was left an guard, and bc was more titan ordinarily
husy, as bc had ta attend to tverything about tise homrstiad
or stable. Sa the field was citai for any anc sa stealthy and
keen sighted as a black feltow. Then the kangaxoo duvets
soaycd out very laie, and did flot gel back tilI aiter dark.
Had îhey came back eaîly tht atieropt wouid bave bien post-
pan cd, for strychnine is sa rapid in ils effects tisai tht deatis af
the dogs would have betn discavered and the men btts on
their guard. Ha-' the dogs' drioskîng*îmough bien fuili
would bave had ta be emptiid,,i tht isk ai being discovetid
i tise aci ; for i migisi have ltd ta discovemy if tise dogs bail
do'unk.zgmedily direcily tbey came in. But everything con-
spired ta help the treacherous savage.

"Thteomen came home exultant over thet amoui ai
marsupials tbey had kiled-ior îbcy were sa numerous that
tbiy were starv-ing us oui, ibis moade tiseni noisy and disposea
ta hi careless, and îisey werc rcndcred stili marce archtss
because îbey veme îired oui. Sa îiscy jusi unsadditd tiseir
horsts and drove tht dogs into thse palisade tisai did for ken-
nels, and came in, and tht savages were almosi bahkid ai
tise cevenus boum by tiseir fogttiog ta watem tise dogs ; but
ont ai us jumped up iu tise middle of supper a-id caiied oui:

By 0o, c blieve cti se g rangh's drÇ-Ilsea s
it dr' aud wenî oui and drew a ftw buckeîs full and paured
tbcm iota tise tmougb, -. consciaus tisaitishe gant leaves lying
in tish botîom had bec&. ustd Ioa soear il ail over witi tisat
rortal poison which a a choses for keeping dion bisasis a!
pmey. Tht dogs wcme ail ravcnously :bimsty and, before wC
turned in, must ail bave bien writbing an d fiaming ai tise
mouili and stiifening ln death. Act I. was civer. ActILhi.was
so terrible tbsat 1 onlycaugb isi îs of i ert and there.

(Tio bc coflhinued.)
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