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The house rang with cheers, and the doctor was prouder
than Lefore ; for this was his little son Fred, the bearer
of the banner with the lon
ling brother, and the brightest omament of the Crampton
Ligbt Infantry.

fiss Gilbert clapped her hands three titnes and her sys-
tem dissolved—returned to jts original elements—and step-
ping forward to her father sheannounced that her exhibitlion
was closed.

Rev. Dr. Bloomer was then informed that thete was an
opportunity for remarks. He rose, and addressed the as-
sembly with much appareat emotion. ** We have scen
strange things to-day,” said Rev. Dr. Bloomer. **We
have scen a millennial banner waving in Crampton, and a
millennial exhibition within the walls of the Crampton
chutch, There shall be no more hence—you will observe
that ] say hence, not thence—an infany of days, for the cinl-
deea of Crampton shallldie an hundred years oid.”

Mz. Bloomer said he did not feel authorized to speak for
others, but he felt that he had learned much from the ex-
hibition. He felt that he should go away from ita wiser
man, with new apprehensions of the powers of the human
soul, and the preciousness of time. The hour was coming,
he doubted not, in the progress of the race, when knowledge
would be so simplifiecd, and the modes of impartine it would
become so well adapted to the young mind, that the .hild of
five would begin his process oly cducation where the fathers
left off theirs. These little ones had already taught him
many things, and God would perfect His own praise out of
the mouths of babes and sucklings.

Then turning to Miss Gilbert, he thanked her for himself,
and assumed to thank her on behalf of the audience, for the
great gratification she had given him and them, and tor the
example of usefulness and industry she had set those of
her own sex and age in the commumty.  ** Young woman,”
said Rev. Dr. Bloomer, with an emphasis that brought the
tears o Miss Gilbert s eyes, ** you havea cateer before you.
May God bless you initt”

Then Rev. Jonas Slitter rose to make snly ** a few little re-
marks.” as he modestly characterized them. He had been

rticularly struck with the other hanner; and while his

rother B{oomct was disposed to take the millennial view
of the subject, he was inclined to take the military. These
children were undertaking the battle of life early. They
had enlisted under a captain who had already led them to a
victory prouder than any ever achicved by a Cxsar or a Napo-
Jeon—an American Juan of Azc, whose carcer of usefulness,
if she should keep her sword bright, and her escutcheon
untarnished, would far surpass in glory that of the world.
renowned heroine whose name lie had mentioned. Heaven
forbid that he should flatter any one. ile despised a flatterer;
but he {elt that he was honouring Cxsar and Napoleon and
{oan of Arc in their graves by mentioning their names 1
connection with such achievements as he had witnessed on
that occasion

It is true that Rev. Jonas Sliter mixed things. in his more
ambitious rhetorical flourishes, on all occasions; but the
language zounded welf, and being accompanied with appro-
priately raagnificent action, it wasaccustomed to bring down
the house, It did not fail before the Crampton audience s
but the rounding of his period left him vacant. Standing,
back, as if to wait for the subsidence of the applause, his
mind retired behind his glasses, and thrust out its antennx
;in every ditection to feel for his theme, but he could not

nd it.

In his desperation he turned, at last, to the children, and
said in his blandest tones: ** Little children, can you tell
me who Ciesarand Napoleon and Joan of Arc were?”

¢ Cxsar is the name of my dog,"” responded the little
golden-haired comet.

¢t Napolcon is the name of my dog,” cricd Mars,

There was an awful pause—a suppressed titter—when pre-
cious little Venus, in ashrill voice with an exceedingly know-
ing look vn her face, said that *“ Joan of Arc was the name
of the dog that Noah saved from the flood !

\Vhat wonder that Crampton roared with laughter? What
wonder that Rev, Dr. Bloomer shook with powerful convul-
sions? \Vhat wonder that Mrs Bloomer and Mrs, Wilton
nudped eachother?  \What wonder that Dr. Gilbest and Miss
Fanny Gilbert bit theirlips with mingled vexation and mirth ?
\What wonder that Rev, Jonas Sliter grew red in the face ?

But Rev. Jonas Sliter was up.  The sole question with
him was how tositdown. \Vhat shouldhe say?2 He waited
until the laughter had subsided, and then he told the chil-
zen they had not got to that yet, but their excellent teacher
would doubtless tell them all about it the next term.

* The next term ! The speaker had found a theme;
for he deemed it his duty to ** improve ” all occasions of pub-
lic specch for giving religious instruction. From the next
term of school, he casily went over to the next term of exis.
tence, and told the Crampton Light Infantry that, in order
1o make that a happy term, they must all become Soldiers
of the Cross, and fight valiantly the batues of the church
militant. The Rev. Jonas Sliter generously declared that
he would occupy the time no fonges, but would **make way
for others.”

Rev. J. Desilver Newmnan 1ose and came forward. e
was very red in the face and very shaky in the knees. e
tegreited that he was left without & banner, there having
been but two in the procession, and those havinibccn nr-
propriated by the gentlemen who had preceded him.  He
took it as a hint that ac should say but little, and he should
say but little.  The childzen weze tited, and were eager for
their refreshments.  He would not detain them. . He owed
it 1o himsclf, however, tn say that no man could be more
sensible of the splendour of the achievements of these chil-
dren, and of their accomplished instructress.  Though he
had no children himself, he was interested in the rising gene-
tation, and was & convert to infant schools. 1le should
have one organized immediately in Littleton on his ar-
rival home.  He would farther gratify his sense of justice by
maying that he fully agrced with the gentieman who had pre-
ccdnf him, in the opinion that the young lady who had
shown such rcmarkable ability in training and instructing
those children had the power of achieving a great career,

Mr. Newman sat down, having said 2 great deal more

inscription, Miss Gilbert's dar. .

than he expected to when he rose.  Halfsa-dozen children
had fallen asleep upon the benches. Two or three had beé-
pun to cry.  The remainder were tired and fin confusion.

ev. Mr. Wilton, a quiet, sensible wman, had intended {o
say somcething, but seeing the condition of things, came for.
ward and prorounced a benediction upon the audience, and
the exhibition was 4t a close.

Of the gorging of fruits and swectineats that followed in
the grove back of Dr. Gilbert’s house, nothing needs to be
said. As evening came on, the throng separated, and the
little ones went cross and very weary to their homes.

The ministers and theic wives, the ‘minister without 2
wife, and the doctor and tus daughter, took tea quietly at
the parsonage after all was over, and one by one, the cleri-
cz_\lllwaggons, stll very Ladly balanced, were driven out of the
village,

Mus Gilbent had cummenced her carcer.

( 70 bs contsnuced. )

THE OLD HOME,
** Return, return,” the voices cried,
*“To fuur old valley, far away;
For softly on the river tide
The tender lights and shadows play :
And all the banks are gay with flowers,
And alt the hills are sweet with thyme;
\ ¢ cannot tind such bloom as ours
In yon bright foreign clime."

Yor me, 1 thought, the olives grow,

The sun lies warm upon the vines ;
And yet I will arise and go

To that dear valley dim with pines!
Old luves are dwelling there, [ said,

Untouched by years of change and pain;
Old faiths, that l)had counted dead,

Shall tise, and live again,

And still * Return, return,” they sung,
* With us abides eternal calm ;
In these old fields, where you were young,
We cull the heart's-ease ar J the baln ¢
For us the flocks and herds increase,
And children play around our feet 3
At eve the sun goes down in peace—
Return, for rest is sweet.”

Then 1 arose, and crossed the sea,

And sought that home of younger days;
No love of old was left to me

{For love hus wings and celdom stays) ;
But there were graves upon the hill,

And sunb2ams shining on the sod,
Andluw winds Lrcathing. ¢ Peace be still;

Lost things are found in God.™

~—Good Words.

CHOLERA MAKERS.

As we ar¢ hearing a great déal just now about the surviral
in Sicily of this folk superstition which other countnes have
thiown off with their swaddling-clothes, the fullowing
quotation from a recent article on the subject in an Italian

per, showing by whose meansit is_that that survival has
Ecn maintained, is one of the most significant of ¢* Curiosi-
ties of Superstition in Italy.” It would appesar, then, that
on the former visitation of cholera, in October, 1837, the
revolutionary party did not hesitate to make use of it to
further their alleged task of “‘enlightening” the people.
From one end of the island to the oraer, manifestoes based
on this fable :mnated the peoplet of insurrection {tempomily
successful).  The fullowing paragraph from one of them will
serve as a fair sample of their teaching: ¢ Sicilians rise
up (snsorgete) for your lives are in danger? * ¢ Fer-
dwand 11., opining 1hat he is about 10 lose his hold of that
most precivus jewel of Eutope, Sicily, sceing that 2,000,
000 of crtizens have sworn to restore 1o poner and riches this
depressed and unhappy land, has determined in his ferocious
rageto rendet theland desolate.  He first despatched (s2edh)
the cholera to Palermo, then to Syracuse, and shortly he will
order his millions (se4ervd) to extend it (estenderio) to every
other part of theisland.  Courage, then; and take up rms
against this infamous tyrant.  For if you heglect this oppor-
tunity {se neghittosi rimanete) you and 2ll your familics will
pcrisin."-—)\’a.’e: end Queries.

PLUS IX. IN 1863,

The Popc was sitting in an armchair, dressed in white,
with red slippers, and sat all the while that the faithful were
worshipping him. \When we cntered, bowing moat respect
fully, he rose up like a gentleman, as he obviously is, came
forward a little to reccive us, and asked a few commonplace

uesiions. Hc spoke in French, though he understands

Enplish quitc well.  He asked if we were all Scotch.
Mmc. de Launay said she was Swiss, and a Catholic; I

said we three were Scotch.  He then came forward to me

and said: * Iunderstand youare 2 member of Parliament.”
Isaid T had that honour, on which he asked if I was a
member of the Parliament of Scotland oz the Parliament of
Enpland. Proud to be able to correzt an infallible man, 1
told him that since the union of England and Scotland, there
was but one Parliament for the United Kingdom, of which
Iwasamember. * * * I was very well pieased with
his 1oliness, and believe if he had been born a Scotch laird
he would havemade 2 lxndlord, ot if his lot had fallen

among the ministers of- the Church of Scotland he would
ha\'ck a respectable moderator.—AMemoirs. of Adam
Black.

ProFxssor TAYLOR opcnéd the winter series of St Giles’
lecturces with “* An Histoncal Account of the Union between
Church and State: Englard and Scotland,”

JBritish and Foreign,

Tue Damsh Government have gnvcdi 1, so: crowns in aid
of temperance work,

THe number of public-houses 1n Berlin is double what is
was fifteen years ago.

Tig Bishop of Ely has Ieft the bulk of his fortune to the
theological college he founded,

Dean PLUMPTRES long expected translation of Dante is
to make its appearance next year.

Tug Rev, Dr. Marshall Lang, of Glasgow, preached in
Duncairn Church, Belfast, lately,

Tue Rev. A, E. Hobant Hampden, Larl of Buckingham
shite, has died at the age of nizety-two.

LoxvoN chunneys yield annually 50,000 tons of soot,
which are sold for manure and fetch about $203,000.
. Tuk Rev, Buchanan Blake, B.D., late of Bombay, has
indicated to Dumbatton Free Church Presbytery his accep-
tance of the call from Clydebank.

LokD HARTINGTON looks to a thorough reform of local
government for a satisfactory solution of the temperance
problem by the transfer of the licensing authority to, the rate
payers.

Tae Church Army have started a wechly balfpenny organ.
entitled the Battleave, edited by Rev. T, S. Webster, M.A.
Canon Girdlestone and Rev. Evan 1. Hopkins arc its most
notable contzibutors.

Tne Rev. James Philippo Mursell, father of Arthur Mur
scll, died at Leicester recently in his eighty-fifth year. He
suceeded Robert Hall in 1826, and till about fifteen years
ago remained a preacher of remarkable power,

Ex-Provost Dick gave notice in Glasgow South United
Presbytenan Presbytery ofan overture to the Synod in favour
of appointing a committee to cunsider and report on the sub
ject of union with other Christian denominations.

A NEW departure has been made in India on the part of
the Bible Society, which, in conjunction with several mis-
sionary socicties, 1s sending out native Bible-women 10 en-
courage their countrywomen to read the Scriptures.

TiE inmates of the institutions of the New York Chority
and Correction Department were provided on Thanksgiving
Day with 3,495 pounds of tutkey, 12,945 pounds of chicken,
fifty barrels of onions, forty of apples and twenty of pork.

THE last of the seven ministers who were disposed in the
Presbytery of Strathbogie before the Distuption had passed
away by the deuthof Rev. J. A, Cruickshank, for forty-eight
ycars minister of Mortlach; he had reached his cighly-ﬁgrst
year.

. Tue Rev. John Smith, M. A., of Broughton Place Church,
Edmburgh, regards temperance refurm as one of the forces
set free by the great Governor of the world, and points
to the temperance platform as the most catholic platform of
our day.

DR. GrORGE Sstrt, of Edinburgh, formerly editor of
the Friend of India, has completed a life of Dy, William
Carcy.  Dr. Smith is the author of the standard tiographies
of Dr. John Wilson, of Bombay, and Dr. Alexander 5uﬂ'.
of Calcutta.

Proressor DUFF has opened the winter session of the
United Presbyterian Theological Iall by reviewing Cardinal
Newman's azticle on ** The Development of Religious Error,”
and by examining at some length the Senptural argument for
papal supremacy.

MR. Davip HuNTER, General Manager of Government
Railways, Natal, formerly a member of Brighton Street
Baptist Church, Edinburgh, has been lecturing in the Con-
gregational Church at Durbaa on * Dr, John Brown, the
author of ¢ Rab and his Friends.” "

Tne trappings of the whitc elephant of King Thebaw are
said to be wozth $1,000,000, The regalia 1s- reputed to be
the most valuable in the wosld, especially in rubies and
sapphites. Ruby mines exist just north of Mandalay, to
which no European bas ever been allowed access.

SeconD Ahoughilt congrepaucn, Insh Presbyterian, cele-
brated the jubilee of Rev. Fredenck Buick, lately. Con-
gratulatory addresses were presented by the Presbytery
and the vanous congregational soctetics.  Mr. Buick “also
received a purse of eighty sovercigns and Mrs. Buick a silver
tray. .

PROFFSSOR ADaMs opencd the winter session of Edin-
burgh University Divinity Hall by .an address on ** Univer-
sities and Theological Study,” i which he stated that the
Scotch halls were undermanned and argued that the doc-
lrinalaws!s imposed on theolvgical professors should be re-
moved,

_.DR. StoRy, of Rosncath, at a church defence meeting in
Slasgow said that a man who stvod in the relation of Lord
Abcideen 1o his Suvereign and the Church,and could yet sit
and allow the motion for disestablishment to be hut to the
mecting recently held at Penth, was * guiy of disloyaky to

‘his Sovereign.”

Prixciral BROWN opened the wanter session of Aber-
deen Free Church College with an addiess on * The Der-
son of Chnst in Rclation to the Unity of God.” The

ncipal bas been preseated-with a replica of his bust in
z ition of his educational and ministenial services to the
city in which he bas labourcd so long.

Tz Rc\'..Hugh Mair, of Wellpark Free Church, Glas-

w, preaching at the induction of Mr. Livingstone to

tevznson Charch, wamed his heaters not to be 100 critical,
and expresstd the opinicn that many a young man has been
sent to prison and to hell through” parents criticising what
the minister said before theic children.

PROFRSSOR DAVIDSON opened the winter session of
Edinburgh Collcge withan :ﬁlcdtcss on Qld Testament Re-
vision, in the course of which he criticised Dr. Briggs'
anticle in the Presdyterian Review.  Revision, he con-
tended, should be a slow and tentative process, and must be

-conducted by specialisis of diffezent countries, who: could

coafirm o7 modify the results of their mutaal: labour,



