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1, whtr bave oi laie beca a prisoner of tIse Lard ln
thse slck chamber, iwouid wltness my confession as
H-e enabies nie.

Pain teaches us aur natingness. Healtb perinits
us ta swli lin set(.esteern, at galber much whicIs is
unreat ; slckness niakes aur leebleness consptcuausi
anti a tIsa saine tinie breaks up many cf aur shams.
%Ve neti saili grace whcn we art tbrown in, tIse
furnace ai affictian ; glt andti tnsel abtivel up ln thse
tire TIse patience in wblch we samcwbat prideti
oursalves, wberc is It wbon sharpa pangs succeeti each
other like paisoneti arraws sctlng tIse bloati on dlame a?
TIsa joyfui failli which cautl do ail things, andi bear
ail sufl'erlngs, Is 1: always nt band wben tbo fine af
trial bias arriveti? Thse peace whlch stooti aioft on
tIse moantain's stanmt anti screneiy smileti an mtari
beneatb, dots it hoiti Its grouînd quitte se easily as 'vo
tbaugbt It wauid, when ai aur mae vie praphesîcti auri
bebavieur lan the day of battie? P e are nias: ai usi
by fartbo great. A saap.bubble bas ascantmniasuro
cf mateulal la it for lîs sixe, anti most af us arc «ifbcr
the samne aider: St lu greatly for aur gaod ta bo re.
iuccti ta out troce dimensians. To be nothing, andi
ta (iccl less tisan natbing 15 most sweît, for thon we
cowcr dawn untier the great wings ai Goti as the lit.
tde cbick beneatb thse braoding b*en, antin anluler
helpiessness wc finti aur strength anti solace. Noah.
ing gues but thai wbich ougb: to, go; tbc ftawer rails,j
but thse seed ripons ; the fralIs is biawn away, but the
wines on the teers are perfected. When naugbî re.1
mains but tIse clinging a! a weeping chilti who grasps
bis Fatber's bandi, naught but tIse smiting aon the
breasi af thse publican who cries, " Gat bc tniccîul
ta me a sinner," naught but tIse last resalve, IlThough.4 j
Hie ulay me, yet wall I trust Hum," ne real lasii lias
been sustained, say railser, a great gain bas came ta
tIse huimbleti beart.

Heavy sickntess anti crushing pain shut out frein us
a thousanti miner cames. WVe cannai now be cuns-
bereti witb much serving, for ailiers iust take aur
place, and play the Martha la aur steati; anti it is
well if thon wo are enableti ta take Mlary's place as
nearty as possible anti lie at Jesus' feet if we cannot
sit tbere. Thus is tIse sout shut in %vill Goti as
within a watt ai fire, anti ail ber thougbî mnuaib hofa
Hum, anti cf His promise anti Mis bclp; gtateful il
bu t such tbabgbts will carne, anti forceti, if tbey cate
not, juil ta lie as anc deati at the (ett af thse great
Lord anti look up and hope. lu as well ta bave the
windows shuz whicb look towartis earth anti its cares,
tIsaI we niay be tiriven ta :hat (airer prospect wbicb
lies an the alter sitie cf Jordan,.

Sickness bas causeti nany workers te become marc
intense wben tbey bave again been favoured te return
ta ibeir place. TIse time, apparently wastcd, miay
turr out ta be a real canamy ai life, ai thse worker for
years *0 corne shalt bo mure carnesu, more carelul,
mare prayerful, marc dependent upon (aod, more
patsianately set upon doîng bis Lordis business
tharougbly. -boy say ahat pearis are bret inl the
cyster by disease j niay aur graces bc such «peamis.
Falling leaves eanch tIse soif about the fore.çt troce;
woulti cat tIsai our weoping auîumns would -yid us
faimer springs anti larger grawths.

Pain, if sanctafieti, creaies tenderness tawards atliers.
Alone it niay bartien anti shut upi the man within
binsseIL. Grief bas been full af tIse mother af Iaercy,
anti the pangs ai sicknes3 bave been tic bîrth-throcs
af cempaission. If aur Isoaris Ier-a synspathy they
bave been in a goti school, though the master niay
bave useti' thse roail niait beavity, anti taugbi us by
maay a snart. TIse keys of men's hsartsbang up in
tIse narrow chasnber ai sufferiag, and ho who bas not
been th',re can scarcely know tIse art ai openîng the
recesseî of the seul. Happy is tIse mn wbo bas
béen - fflicte if ltho Holy Spirit sIsal! tbereby make
hlm a son oi consolation ta thse mourners in ZMan.

Pain bas a tentiency ta înake us gratcful whien
IsealtIs reuras. As birtis sing unost after tbeir wir.-
torts silence, wbeà thse warm spriag IsaJnewly re-
turne.!, 30 shouid ire be mosi praiseful whea aur
gloomy hours are changeti for cbeerful restaratian.
Btcssed be the Lard, wbo .hcaieth-aJl aur tiiszascs.
Jehôvah Ropi is a Damne much urcsure by those
wbo' know thée Lordý tisi bealeth thens. Gratitude as
a dace spice for .beavea's- altar. 1:,,burns wefl in

the ccnscr, anti sentis up a fragrant clouti, acceptable
ta flhc great 1-11gb Prlcst. Slckness thus ylcids large
tribute ta tif* K' ýg's revenue, andi If it bc ta wo may
c>'eer(uIiy endur Il. law down, frail body nti fami
lieart, If lni the 1 .',-lng yc cati yicld what ye hall neyer
produceti If yo hall »tondi erect ln maniy vigour.
Biraise, Lord, the spice, whlch cise hall kept ls swcet*
ness slumberlng andi uscess,

This is flot n lîymn, but yct it bas heavens poctry
willin It, even t1lls agonliing cry, " Neverthciess, flot
as 1 wil, but as Thou wilt ; " andi f lit a dellelous te-
suit of tialIr lfn tiait licarty utterance we Icarn ta
Irnitate aur Lord, anti to have fellowshlp with his sur I
féring %.-C. I. SOurgton, £.s Swvord ami Trûwgil.
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No banl.song: floaicd down the h ill,
l'le langleti batik hcluw WA s jili

No rutile iot, the. trchen %let.
No ripple froni the water's hem.

The dusk of twlsight round us grcw,
We tel the raliing or the dew ;

For, frnm us, ere the day vras done,
The wooied hbis salut out the $un.

flot nn lte rivpr'. ra.eher 44.
We saw the hIlI.tops gioririedl

A actidet gtow, eceeding fait#
-% .lrean i ofJay ithuaL 443 glaie.

W~ilh us the damp. the chili. the glooms
Wsîth cmn the sunset's rosy blooma

W'i"C la k 'lnugîA:: 1 .sLh &CcZI,
The- viver ln lrte, 10 slr bitween

Profit out the tiakncas, whcre we trod,
WCc aLcil upun ùàVic hia ut ttud,

Whose lighi iemed tial of mron or sun;
We spake nt, but our thought was ane.

WVC pauseti, as If foom aa bil lit shore
llcck ined air icai Mues &unc tcfurc ,

And stilctil our beating heants ta hear
The voices lost tos mortal car 1

Sudden oaur pathway turneti (rom night;
The huIis swung open ta the ligla ;

1 hrough tha:; green gaies the sunshtne shewed
A iung;, s3.t jn d~ duwnuasti fluwed.

I)own glade. and glen. and batik St rolledi
l btidged thc shaded sticam witii gold.

And, '.,-lrnc on piers ci mist, allieti
The shadowy with the sunuat side 1

"lSa," prmyed %4e, Ilwhen aut ct draw ncar
The river, dark with martai (car,

Andi the night cometh, chi!] with dew.
0 Fat!hcr I let rhy light break thraugbl1

bu lct the bitis of uloubt divîde,
Sý LLjge %%&h du %c 6aulcilîî.

So let the eyes iliat (ail on raith
On Thy emi!n halls look forth;

The flear ones wbom wc kovedl below
.7ein C hf'4ùtf,,.

ThE OCIAL F'RA YERMEV .

The importance af the weekly meeting for praver is
no longer a niatter af dispute in any of aur churches.
Expertence bas ihewn its immense value. It is flot
anly tic thermanieter whtclh indicates the spiritual
temrperature of the churcb, butif rightly useti, it is
also a mast impartmit instrument in securing anti
maarntaining a proper doegme of spiritual warmih.
The anly question is, How shall the prayer mueeting
be conducteti so as ta inake it niast useful ta the
church ? This is the problem with nlany a pastor'
îvbich hie bas labaureti for years ta salve, but in yain.
I n many cases the weckly meeting for prayer is
sparseiy attentieti; its services farmnai anti manotan-
ous, and the feiv wtuo corne confess thant they do sa
fram a sense af duty and flot fram any reafzýd profit
or deiight. 0Oth ers again confess that, they have had
anlv a partial success- ia this, service anti arc ainia*t
driven ta cfivy those ivh can tell of crowded, livc!y
and enjoyable services.

lu looking for helps in this -direction it is volitot
consides', first of ail the hindrances ta success, for

olon the only tbelli we neeti la ta know andi correct
mistakes.

There are certain things fiant tend to kilt prayer
meetings. Long andi (armat prayers, anti lang andi
windy exhortations, that are bain of littie thougbt
andi feeling, must bc avaldeit. The meeting mnust
nat be too long. One hour fi sufficlent. Let it bc
begun prmrptly anti endeti at the exact tine. If the
leader cames unprcpared, rmails long bymns anti long
portions ai Scripture ta fitI up the time anti conceal
bis lack ai preparation, the meeting wili sean d&ag.

If lu a great mîstaice also ta mako this social meet.
ing a copy ai the Sabb.sth day service. The latter as

ithe public formai worshlp ai God, wile the farmner
Ibas speciai reference ta the sacial fle of the chumch.

Blad preacbing lia unintercstinganti utiprofitablo any.
whec. Ifthe minister wisbcs tu, makle this work.day
meeting a preacbizsg service, let hlim corne thoroughly
prepareti (or If. iut If it is designeti for prayer, anti
(or tirveloplng the g1fls ai the bretbren, anti (or mutual
eduication,Ic let i aiin specially at this endi.

orine have matie this rervice a social gathcrlng for
Ithe study cf the Scriptures, anti with mach profit andi
interest tall. Others make it aconfereace cancera.
ing thse needs anti labaurs af the cburcb, accompanieti

jwitb much fervent prayer. Thse latter has, in gen-
oral, been the mail successful methati. It bas many
ativantages, anti aniong thern ibis . It lnterests ail by
giving caria ane something ta do. But St requires
inurh care anti discretian for lis prupet tonduct. The

Isuquect ai c-3nferences should hc announccti hefore.
Ihanti anti parties seen privatciy wha wilt take same
Iapprapriate part in the services. Thase whe cannaI

speak or pray in public, (an anstwer questions or carry
invitations ta athers, cr present reilaesib fur prayer.
Ail shoulti sing, anti thse singing shouiti be of the very
beçt that <'an bc pravideti. Thse meeting must bc
social in its character. It is thse family meeting cf
the church, anti cach shauld give bis brother a cor-
dial greeting.

Mluch depentis also tapon the spirit itn whkch the
anembers carne te tbese scmvies. Thuse who iome
prayer(ually anti expecting a blessing, will flot (ail ta
finti delight anti profit. But when they assemble
without thought or desire, carrieti thither by the car-
rents of habit; when tisel sit dull, stupid andti trc1,
as if il was the dut> of thse leader te entertain anti
stir theni up or tbaw thern out by h:s reti hat carnest-
nes, wihat wandor tbat the pmayet meeting bec.oues
unintercsting? The divine rule is, "cd-y ane ani-
other ln lave." Buiid cach othier up in love, and
ivhen lave warks anti ail woai.r ;n love, there will be
interet, profit anti enjoymcnt.

THE WeORK TUA T LASTS.

Chalmers lives ta*tiay in the Free Kirk cf Scotlanti.
Franke is stili giving homes ta aiphans ; anti How-
ard's bandi is stili puriiying prisons. John Bunyan
belps me tawards heaven every day , Wiîlliam Cow-
per à1ngs la out prayer meeting toninualiy, ' lucre
as a foatain filleti wth blooti." Chartes Hodge
preaches every Sabbath in s.-omzs ai Arnerican pul-
pats. Their warks do foliow theni. SucIs work wihl
outlast thse P irnds. Sot memely &Us noble deetis cf
these conspic.uous saints anti bentefactors will endure;
but eie>y faith(ul word anti cvery godly aut ai every
hanest Christian, ouren the humbiesi anti obscurest,
usd1! ;nk lascif with Almigbîy strength, anti' abidejlor
ez'er." Brethren anti sisters in Christ, ibis is thse sum
anti substanre o! truc religaon, tu s just thse doing af
God's MviIL Net usy ivill or yours, but the watt af Hum
who created anti redeemeti u>. White we are doing
.his every day, we are building up thse soidt piers on
wbich aur eternal bapes sIsal! rosi. No strain af
temptation, ar over-loatiet trains ai cares 'tan lever
break thona dawn. Death wili nat disturb thei. God
Himseif writes an then, Il Ho tIsat taetb My will
abideth for ever.Y-Dp,. Cuyter.

A BiLL for enabling thse authorities of Knoxt Cet-
lege ta canfer tIse degrmes cf B.D. anti D.D. is at
prescrnt beforc tbe Local Legislature, anti wiU in due
course became law withaut, it is understooti, tIse
slightest appearance cf apposition.

CouN-T MAFFEi; Secretaxy-Gei.eral cf tIse Italtan
ministry af foreign -affairs, bas compietely satisfieti
thse Austrian amnhassatiar a t Romé in regard te thse
inovements af the Italia Irredenta Party, which bas
bSns saiti t, bc caaîemplating an invasion of Atuutia.


