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WHAT IS A GENTLEMAN?

The subject of this article occurred to me in the follow-
ing manner: I had paid the cabman, who had brought
me to the railway stasion, his precisely correct fare, and
he had held the moncy as a matter of coursc, in the palm
of his horny hand, and demanded “what was that for,” as
though there was no such thing in the world as a table of
cab-farcs, and I had replicd by entering into the demand
and supply question in gencral, more cspecially on its
bearing in connecticn with street locomotion, which I find
is a better plan than using stvong language, and has morc
cffect. \When I had finished a rather claborate disserta-
tion on this subject, which I hope enlarged his mind, I
showed him the table of distances, which convinced it. He
climbed up slowly into his parch, the fear of the law alone
preventing him from indulging in a personal assault, and
grunted out *you, a gentleman ! There was, no doubt, by
his tone and manner that the sentence was clliptical, and
meant that I was not « gentleman. This circumstance
afforded me food for refiection, and sct me thinking upon
what a gentleman is supposed by different classcs of
people to be, and what not to be. I am afraid that this
term “gentleman™ s gcn:mlly' applicd by the lower

possessed of all the virtues, would certainly be deprived of
this honorable name were he to violate any of the various
forms that ctiquette has made imperative, and which are
regarded as the correct thing. A man of high title may
do, however, pretty much as he likes. He certainly may
commit an incredible amount of vicious actions without
losing this designation. One of the most profligate
princes who ever sat on the English throne, was denomi-
natcd by “socicty” of that day, the first “gentleman” in
Europe. When thercfore we hear oursclves or others pro-
claimed to be “gentlemen,” or “no gentlemen,” we should
consider, before being flattered or annoyed, who :1ysit,
and what he or she is likely to mean,

“He a gentleman—oh, dear no,” says the rector’s wife,
“The man’s a dissenter.”

What is a gentleman? still remains unsolved. Its
definition in Johnson's lexicon, “to be a man of birth,”
satisfics no one, and least of all perhaps the men of birth.
The poet, indeed, scems to know mest about the matter
when he writes how rare itis to hear

**Without abuse
The grand old uame of gentleman,
Defamed by cvery charlatan,
And soiled with all ignoble nse.”




