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is a negative proposition of this kind incapable of proof, but moderrn chemistry

is inclining towards the contrary doctrine. Arnd if carbon can be got out of

hydrogen or oxygen, the conversion cf wvaier into wvine cornes within range of

scientiflc possibility-it beconius a itere question of niolecular arrangement."

After other examples lie goes on to the folloving practical application

"We are not justiied iii the a priwi izsscrtion that the u;rder of nature, as

experience lias revealed it to us, cannot change. In arguing about the

miraculouq, the assumption is illegitirnate, because it involves the %vhole

point iii dispute. Furtliermore, it is an assumption whichi takes us beyond

the range of our faculties. Obviously no amount of past experience can

warrant us in anything more than a correspondingly strong expectation for

the present and future. WVe find practically that expectations, based upon

careful observations of past events, are, as a ruie, trustworthy. We shouid be

fooli>sh indced not to follow the oniy guide ive have through hice But, for ail

that, our hiighest and surcst generalisations reniain on the level of justifiable

expectat ions or very hiighl probabilities. For my part, 1 amn unabie to conctive
of an intelligence shaped on the model of that of man, howevcr superior it

rnight be, whichi couid be any better off than our own in this resrect: that

is, whichi could possess logically justifiable grounds for certainty about the

constancy of the order of thiing>s, and therefore be in a position to deciare

that such and such events are impossible."

It woruld thus seeni that n.o one can get rid altogether of faithi, except

perhaps a fcw advanced German disciples of the 4"hi-her critic isnî," who

avow as an initiai dogma disbeiief in the possibility of miiracles and prophiccy.

To lie faithiess wouid be to stagnate, and to bar ail progress. To use Bun-
yan's figure- unbeiief could oniy stay ai home for ever iii thit City of Des-

truction. Faith rnight ]cave it for the king's hi-lhway, and even credulity

mi-ht go forth to ivandcr ainilcssiy anid perhaps with littie chance of ever
gettilg into the right wvay, but unbeiicf niust reniain hieipiessly paraiyzcd.

This figure howcver may hieip us to a solution of the niystery. It is after ail
not infide]ity thant is current iii the wvorld but credulity, and the two resemble

cachi other so rnuch that we mistake one for tue other.
In practical. matters in liUe, one can distinguish three states of mind-

unbuiief, rational faith :and crcdulity. The first and hast are extrenies, but
they mny practicali3' meet. If 1 offer a man as a gift a handful of goid coins,
he mnay rcject thieni at once as spurious, lie may accept theni nt once without
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